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]  •'  The  term  of  Rebel  is  no  certain  mark  of  dis^:^r(.icc.      All  the  great  cissertors  of 

1  liberty,  the  s.iviors  vf  their  Cuu)itry,  the  benefiutiirs  of  mankind  in  all  ages,  have 

[  been  ealled  Rebels."                                                                         .-, ,,,  ,,  ,   ,     r 
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PREFACE. 


\  I  have  written  these  "Reininiscences  that  my  children  may 
!  know  the  part  I  took  in  the  War  l;etween  the  States,  liunible 
I    though  it  was. 

i  I  am  not  one  of  tliose  who  haU  aT)oloG:izc  hv  savim/,  "  We 
I  fought  for  what  we  beheved  to  l)e  right."  I  think  we  f(jught 
!    for  what  was  right  —  self-government. 

My  view  of  the  conflict  was  not  so  much  to  protect  the  right 
I  of  property  in  the  slaves  as  it  was  to  maintain  the  great  prin- 
I  ciple  that  the  Creator  was  greater  than  the  creature  —  the  States 
j  made  the  Government,  and  not  the  Government  made  the 
States. 

It  is  now  more  than  thirty  years  since  the  conflict  ended, 

and  I  have  never  had  a  regret  for  any  part  I  took-in  the  strife. 

J.  R.  S. 
Baltimore,  April  2,  1897. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

When  the  writer  of  these  Reminiscences  sent  them  to  me  a 
short  time  ag-o  for  my  pernsal  of  the  War  portion,  i  was  so  well 
pleased  with  it,  that  I  insisted,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  print  it. 

I  wanted  this  done,  first,  because  it  is  the  record  of  the  honc^r- 
able  service  of  a  gallant  young  jMarylander,  and  second,  because 
it  is  a  graphic  descrii)tion  of  the  motives  which  stirred  the  chiv- 
alry of  Maryland,  in  that  glowing  cjjoch,  and  their  experiences 
in  the  l>ivouac,  and  in  battle,  in  camp  and  on  the  march. 

Several  diaries  were  kept  by  the  boys  in  the  raid^s.  I  know 
of  but  one  by  a  commissioned  officer.  But  a  pocket  diary  car- 
ried over  the  heart  after  a  long  day's  fight,  or  a  march,  received 
the  impressions  of  the  writer,  as  he  lay  tired  and  hungry  by  the 
fire  —  impressions  hot  with  enthusiasm  and  radiant  with  the  joy 
of  battle. 

I  wish  more  of  them  could  be  pul)lished,  for  they  will  help  to 
do  justice  to  the  motives  and  the  conduct  of  those  Marylanders 
who  left  their  homes  to  dare  and  die  for  the  sake  of  a  great 
principle,  and  to  help  their  friends. 

I  repeat  and  reiterate  and  emphasize  the  fact,  that  the  Mary- 
land Confederate  was  the  most.chivalric,  the  most  sentimental, 
the  most  devoted  knight,  that  ever  rode  to  battle,  and  to  death, 
since  Peter  led  the  chivalry  of  Christendom  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre. 

Not  twenty  men  in  the  Maryland  Line  had  any  interest  in 
Slavery  as  a  property  interest.  In  fact  they  did  not  care  one 
way  or  the  other. 

They  detested  the  abolitionists,  who  for  a  g'eneration  had  been 
stirring  up  "  battle  and  murder  and  sudden  <leath  "  through 
midnight  insurrection,  and  arson,  and  rape,  and  had  been  kill- 
ing Marylanders,  who  pursued  their  property  into  the  northern 
States. 
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8  A  Rehel  of  '6i. 

Tlie  murder  of  Kennedy  and  Gorsnch  al  Christiana  in  IV-un- 
syKania,  where  they  ^\■ere  set  upun  by  a  nioh,  when  in  |/nrsi\it 
of  runaway  negroes,  and  the  fura}'  of  John  Ih'owii  in  Vir>;niia, 
had  hurnt  a  deep  brand  int^)  the  hearts  of  the  hoys  ol  thi)>,c 
days,  and  when  the  "  JUack  KepuhHcans  "  were  niarchiuL;'  into 
\''irL;inia,  to  do  wiiat  Ji)hn  lirown  failed  so  i^noniiniousl}'  to  do, 
theN-  hred  up,  as  the  author  of  this  chary  sIkjws,  and  with  the 
blessin£^  of  their  mothers,  hot,  lo\ini;"  and  lender.  the>'  ero>^ed 
the  Potomac,  at  every  i)oint  between  pickets,  from  ( )aldand  to 
Point  Lookout,  by  the  fonb  and  ferry,  and  joined  their  frien(Ls 
and  neiL;"hbors. 

As  I  look  back  after  all  these  years,  the  thing  grows  on  me  and 
amazes  me  more  and  more — such  an  outpouring  ui  devcjtion 
and  love  never  has  been  seen  in  all  the  tide  of  time. 

The  women,  everywhere  from  Cumberland  to  Snow  Hill, 
sent  their  sons,  their  brothers,  their  lovers.  "  across  the  river  " 
and  they  had  no  interest  in  the  issue,  visible,  tani^ible. 

There  was  no  reason  in  it,  ex.ceiJt  that  it  was  right,  when 
friends  and  neighbors  were  attacked,  to  run  to  their  rescue;  it 
was  the  part  of  duty,  of  manliness,  of  justice,  of  honor,  and  w  ith 
wrenched  and  breaking  hearts,  but  with  nerves  ol  steel,  and  faces 
firm  and  fixed,  many  mothers  sent  their  fu'st  born  olT,  in  the 
watches  of  the  night,  to  do  his  (hity  to  Kin  and  Cou.ntry. 

How  many  tears,  how  many  sobs,  how  many  heart  throbs, 
who  shall  dare  estimate!  No  one  can  tell.  And  this  extraor- 
dinary enthusiasm,  this  ardent  zeal  swe])t  lik'c  an  electric  slorm 
over  the  State.      It  was  conhned  to  no  section  and  no  class. 

The  women  along  Mason  and  Dixon's  hue  were  as  enthusi- 
astic as  they  were  in  St.  Mary's,  and  in  the  humblest  tenements 
of  the  eighth  ward,  as  they  were  around  the  IMonument,  for  to 
the  eternal  honor  of  the  I\Pu-yland  Line  it  will  be  recorded,  that 
its  ranks  included  representatives  <^f  every  liistoric  i\Iaryland  fam- 
ily, which  had  made  its  mark  since  the  landing  on  Si.  Clement's 
Isle  on  Lady's  day,  1632,  through  the  Rebellion  of  i/JS-i-/^^ 
and  the  War  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexict),  who  marched,  -.in^l 
rode,  and  sle])l,  and  fought,  and  died,  side  by  side,  with  the  sons 
of  fathers,  who  swung  the  sledge,  or  drove  the  plane. 
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j  A  Rebel  of  '6i.  c) 

t  The  Maryland  Line  represented  the  whole  State,  all  her  soci- 

;      ety  from  heart  to  circnniference,  and  no  man  can  e\er  .^ay  that 
I      any  part  ever  shrank  fr<jm  tluty,  dani^er  or  tleath. 

•  Good  Knii^hts  and  true 

!as  ever  drew 
Their  swonls  with  Knightly  Rowland, 
1  Or  died  by  Sobieski's  side 

I  For  love  of  martyred  Poland, 

i  Or  knelt  with  Cromwch's  Ironsides, 

I  Or  sang-  with  brave  Gnstavns. 

Or  on  the  held  of  /\usterlitz 

!  Ponr'd  out  their  dying  '"Aves." 

1 

This  young  country  lad  tells  the  story,  how  his  red  blood 

boiled,  and  how  he  left  home  to  stand  by  kin,  in  Virginia. 

I  hope  this  publication  will  lead  t()  others,  as  valuable,  and  as 
interesting.  1  ought  to  say  that  the  author  is  typical  of  the 
Maryland  Confederate  in  another  way.  Returning  home  to 
start  his  life  work,  he  has  now  —  not  yet  a  middle-aged  man  — 
made  his  mark  in  business,  and  won  a  first  place  in  the  resi)L'ct 
and  regard  of  the  connnunity  in  which  he  lives. 

I  therefore  present  him  as  a  typical  Maryland  Confederate, 
one  of  "  we  few  —  we  happy  few,  we  band  of  brothers." 

BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON. 
The  Woodlands,  Amelia  Court  House,  Va., 

May  the  ph,  iSoS. 
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SCHAFFER'S. 

In  1710  thirty-three  faniihes  of  Germans  arrived  in  New  York, 
and  settled  in  Schoharie  Valley,  r.ecausc  of  some  unjust  treat- 
ment by  the  landed  proprietors,  about  sixty  families,  m  a  body 
left  the  State  in  disj^ust,  and  journeyed  by  way  of  I'hiladelphia, 
and  the  Suscjuehanna  river  to  Penns\  Ivania,  and  located  on  the 
Tulpehocken  Creek  in  i7-'3,  \vhich  is  now  part  of  l^ebanon 
County. 

Among  these  emigrants  was  jcdiaii  Nicholas  Scluiffer,  who 
arrived  in  New  York  in  17 10,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  he 
was  the  father  of  Frederick  and  ]\lichael,  who  were  on  the  com- 
mittee, that  erected  the  first  Church  that  was  built  in  J.ebaiion 
Valley  in  1727. 

However,  there  were  several  families  of  the  same  name,  among 
the  early  settlers,  along  the  Tulpehocken,  and  they  were  all  lead- 
ing lights  among  the  connuunity.  We  find  in  about  173S, 
Alexander  SchaetTer,  building  a  log  cabin  on  the  Suabian  1 J  ills, 
who  in  1758  laid  out  Schaellerstown. 

Henry  Schaeffer*  was  a  captain  in  Colonel  Greenawalt's  Regi- 
ment which  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  Revolutionarv  War. 
He  had  with  him  a  faithful  body  servant,  and  when  abcjut  to 
engage  the  enemy  for  the  first  time,  Hans  imijk)red  the  captain 
in  the  most  tender  manner:  *'  Aline  Herr,  do  not  risk  your  life, 
by  going  into  action,  but  let  me  take  your  place."  But  the  roar 
of  the  musketry  and  the  zip,  zip  of  the  bullets  were  so  denK^-al- 
izing  to  Hans,  that  he  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  and  to(d<  shelter 
behind  a  tree,  where  he  was  found  shortly  afterwards,  in  no 
frame  of  uund  to  lead  a  com])auy,  and  no  doubt  thankful  that 
the  Captain  had  not  accepted  his  oiVor. 

After  the  War  the  Captain  becrune  an  associate  Judge,  which 
position  he  held  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  i8o(.. 

In  i<SoQ  we  find  Henry  SchaelVer's  name  signed  to  a  lottery 
ticket.  No.  1547,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  j)ro- 

•  Alex.  Schaeflfer's  son  — Ancient  Landiuaiks  Lebanon  Co.,  Rev.  Croll. 


.    <  :i  j'"'  i  K  .r!..>.y 
--     ■  ^    ..■.-•:..!'■. ■      ::\-'-.  ,r;  :  ,  .    M,.;,    ;   ,  _.  ^ru  ■• ,  •  lu  '  ."•}  r  t  ,;  f 

'  •  '    '      ■'  ''^'■'  •  ^''        '  .   ■  .:        ■■")■    '     ■,ii:\\''.iy.      '   "■■iJiq.-  i-f,. 

''I  '^    .     .1.     '--.i.hi'j.:    ,^  ■  ...':,il-      ■:_    ;_:   ■: ^   '  .>;    'n    ''',■'.'.   '):li    j:i    ";  -n 

■  •  '  i'     ■•     ■■  I    ■     \'  '■  ■  ■  ■•    ■■>  ■■  '  •  ■    .ir-  :<_:  ;.,         :u:rc'.  sij:  J-  ; 

./;;.','''  ' 

■  . '   . ■  ■'    ■  '         -■  ■  ,i  J    ■■■  'V  '  :•.•■''•!":>  jiwl;  , J.*;  ■  ::: 

.'■;.':,  1  fii  vi>i'-   .' 

■■    ■>:.'./;     1- '  ,.;  'V  . ',,      '';''■,,,  ^■■/,         '■■.>■■;;,.    ,       '  i  .'j^ '/■;:■',■'■   <  i 
■■:,.■'  r  .   .'        /  '.::  '      ■        ,:  ■  .i'  .■:  •'  !'■  •/'  ■  ,    "•  .:;  ,:i.)itj^,;  'A'iiV^  •A\ 
,1     >■:      '..    ;       .'  .if  '         '   .   .  -,f      :'        ■■;:  ■    •;;,   j,,    ,     ■  UPMJ    ^;i 

.'.■.■      ■•  ;   ■    ^  r'  '."';   .1.:       :.  :,         .    '        ■   ■,,(.,  :,,!      .  ■'  ■   -;  ■<  ^' 

■'■■:■  ;  if.  I'  'Mi  r  !   ;;'■■'■  I'li;  <..)'■'  V 

-    ■   -  ■■  ,   :v-    ^>■,..      •■    ..  ■  ■';  ■     Jm.,,!      m:.;     .:i    r    f:,i,?  -■  L 

:.k;.  ;   '  .    ^   •     •:.-   •      .  --.v.     '        :  .;■    .  ■-;;i    .:':    .'.'l  •/'■;"-  ■■:.  .  ■ 

:•/'>;:;■     '  '    :    ■■'         (.1  '      \:/(n/  -ifr;    )■.'    Iljii   ,M:  -I  ■.';.,  .;    ;  ■  ■ 

..  !.;    it!;i'.('       |.i-;iyi     '    ■■    [i\   '     ,  ,  'ft;v('/J' :•:■    ':    l\i;-ii    ■'!    ':'  '        ''■(;,■" 

!iMi '/  .■  '"•  ■'  '        .:-.-%,;(,  .i.'i  c-iH'.  '  ■    ^'i).'  ,.;.->  nil]  ..  ''/  V'fir  jyfi/ 

I  1  :.     '  ■'■,:.   (j'./ii!  //■    ,ll  In  .  !  1    ^:m!     ■  !;ii>       i    I 

•  rKj       .(       ',■''  ,1     :■'(',. I,;,'!  ^no  lo  (ill)-'.  Ot;.     •  .   .'■,|.f, !    .o/i   ,.*•>  '.-•■j 


■j    <■;•.,  v)  H.i.ir's,!  t-^    .,nl>o/-l  J-:>    rtA.  -    ii«Ve  .!'i:>Hr>/.    r    aoIA  * 


12  A  Rebel  of  '6i. 

ceeds  to  be  used  in  '"  defraying-  the  expenses  of  erecting-  the 
Churches  hitely  built  by  the  German  Iveformed  Conc^regations 
res])cctively,  in  tlie  Ijoroui^h  of  Lebantju,  and  the  town  of  1  Ici- 
deUjerg,  in  the  county  of  Daujihin." 

Again  we  hnd  Rev.  F.  D.  SchaefTer,  a  noted  divine,  who  was 
in  some  way  connected  with  the  first  Reformed  Church  built  in 
Harrisburg,  but  in  about  1788  t(jok  up  his  residence  in  or  mar  ! 
Carlisle,  and  preached  statedly  for  the  Lutheran  Congregation  j 
at  rJarrisburg.  I 

In  1772  John  Schaffer.'"''  with  his  wife  and  two  s(jns,emii;ralefl      ! 
from  Lancaster  Count}',  Penns}l\'ania,  near  \\-here  Scliait'fers-     ; 
town,  now  stands,  to  western  Alar\'land,  which  was  a  part  of 
Frederick  County. 

He  located  on  the  Antictam  Creek,  where  he  secured  a  large 
tract  of  land,  built  a  grist  mill  and  distillery,  and  named  the  place 
Ivoxbury.  Flere  he  greatly  added  to  his  already  large  wealth, 
which  he  invested  in  land  and  slaves. 

He  died  in  1783,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children,  four 
of  them  bo}'S,  which  he  named  as  follows:  John  John,  J^hn 
Henry,  John  George  and  John  Leonard.  The  records  of  'he 
German  Reformed  Church  of  SchaelTerstown,  show  conclusively 
that  he  was  very  friendl}'  if  not  otherwise  relatetl  to  the  founder 
of  that  town. 

Under  the  old. English  law,  John  John,*  being  the  eldest  male 
child,  inherited  the  whole  of  his  father's  estate,  l)Ut  being  en- 
dowed with  that  spirit  of  justice  and  generosity  rarely  found,  he 
divided  the  estate  into  eight  ecpial  parts,  gave  his  mother  a  share, 
and  the  balance  he  distributed  among  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

He  kejjt  the  old  homestead  for  his  share  of  the  estate,  and 
operated  the  mill  and  distillery,  and  prospered.  He  v.;is  noted 
f(;r  Ins  integrity  and  kindness  of  heart,  which  bnjught  him  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

His  hrst  wife  was  Klizabeth  Hess,  from  where  Keedysville 
now  stands,  and  who  died  within  one  )'ear  after  their  maii"i.\ge. 
.•\  short  time  after  her  death,  he  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  tc3 
Schaefferstown,  the  i:)lace  of  his  birth,  for  a  short  visit.      While 


♦  John,  the  head  of  the  M.iryhuul  braiicli,  always  used  the  German  uiuUul  over  the  a,  instead 
of  the  diphthon^,'  ;e,  as  did  the  founder  of  SliaelTerstown. 
t  See  Appendix  No.  i  and  No.  a. 
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liere  he  met,  wooed  and  marricvl  Ang'elica  Troutnian,  and  with 
the  horse  that  her  father  i^ave  her  as  a  l)ridal  ])resent,  lliev  jour- 
neyed on  horsel)ack,  some  two  humh-ed  miles  sckuIi  through  ihc 
Cumherlanrl  V^ahey,  to  the  j^rdoin's  home.  Jli~,  return  wiili  a 
new  wife,  in  loss  than  a  m.jnih,  from  the  tin.c  lie  lefl  home, 
was  a  great  surprise  to  his  frientls. 

They  raided  four  sdiis  and  twn  daughters.  Jonathan  wa.-.  the 
hero  of  the  family,  being  with  the  Alar_\-land  militia,  aIk-u  tliey 
showed  their  heels  to  the  English,  at  the  haitle  of  Idadi  n^hurg, 
in   JS14. 

He  nrj  doubt  eonsoled  himself  with  the  thought,  ihal  ''  he  who 
fights  and  runs  away,  will  live  to  hght  another  day."  1  lowev^r, 
the  thought  of  that  eventful  day  was  a  source  of  much  nuniili- 
cation  to  his  father,  for  the  mere  mention  of  the  fact  would  put 
him  in  a  l)ad  liumor. 

His  third  wife  was  Catharine  Miller,  fi-om  iMiddleburg,  h^rank- 
lin  County,  T'ennsylvania.  She  was  a  great  tease  and  (^ften  re- 
lated to  me  the  story  of  the  battle,  and  when  great  grandiather 
was  present,  took  great  delight  in  saying,  "  ^\s,  Jonatlian  ran 
at  the  hrst  th-e  and  never  stopped  until  he  reached  home,"  whe  1 
the  old  gentleman  would  go  storming  oiu  of  the  hoUhC. 

She  was  an  invalid  for  years  before  she  died,  biii  was  a  verv 
bright  woman  and  kept  herself  posted  on  the  current  event-  of 
the  day,  especially  in  j^olitics.  Being  a  staunch  whig,  she  was 
a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay,  and  delighted  in  calling  me  a 
"  red  mouth  locofoco." 

When  the  American  "  Know-Nothing  "  party  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  early  iifties,  she  was  an  ardent  sti])poi-ter  of  its 
principles,  and  was  never  better  pleased  than  when  in  deiiate 
with  the  gentleman  of  the  ''  Manor,"  who  often  called  to  have  a 
friendly  "  set-to  "  with  "  Aunt  Kitty.  They  generally  left 
feeling  that  they  had  met  a  foeman  worthy  of  their  steel. 

The  War  of  18 12  greatly  innalo<l  prices,  causing  an  era  of 
speculation,  as  all  Wars  usually  do,  when  an  intimate  friend  of 
liis  purchased  the  Tilghman  proj)erty,  and  induced  him  to  en- 
dorse a  long  time  note  for  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  as  part 
payment. 

Liquidation  set  in  at  the  close  oi  the  War,  and  values  com- 
menced to  seek  their  normal  condition.      Finally,  land  that  had 
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sold  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  declined  tij  one- 
half  of  that  figure,  wlien  hib  friend  failed  to  meet  the  nute  which     • 
he  had  endorsed  as  an  accommodation,  wliich  L;'ave  him  no  end 
of  trouble,  and  evemually  the  losb  of  the  old  homestead.  i 

He  lielieved  that  the  States  which  formeil  the  i^eneral  (jcnx-rn-     I 
ment  were  Sovereign  and  Independent,  and  therefore  wa^^  a  Jef- 
fersonian  I\.e|)uldican-Democrat,  as  \va^  all  his  '"  kith  and  kin,"     j 
and  \vorked  and  voted  f(jr  the  party,  until  after  the  marriage  to     j 
his  third  wife,  who  intluenced  him  t(j  \ote  for  Henry  Clay. 

She,  bv  her  str(jng  will  and  persuasive  arguments,  kept  him     i 
to  her  wav  of  thinking,  or  rather  voting  as  she  wk-died,  up  to  the 
time  of  her  death,  which  occin-red  a  few  years  prior  to  his.      lie 
cast  his  last  vote  in  i860  for  John  C.  Breckenridge,  and  died  in 
/Vpril,  1S61,  at  the  age  of  <^)y. 

Catharine,  his  eldest  daughter,  married  John  ]\entch,  who 
died  early  in  life,  lea\'ing  a  mnnl>er  of  small  children.  She  was 
a  lovely  character,  the  best  known  and  most  res[)ected  widow  in 
Washington  county.  She  was  a  friend  to  all  the  minister^  of 
the  Gospel,  especially  those  of  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which 
she  was  a  member. 

She  was  noted  for  her  horsemanship,  and  fcjr  tweiUy  years, 
could  be  seen  almost  daily,  on  the  back  of  her  faithful  sorrel 
I)acer  Salem,  named  after  General  Putnam's  horse  that  safely 
carried  him  down  the  precipice,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  English 
Dragoons,  while  his  (jne  hundred  and  fifty  men  took  to  the 
swamp. 

She  kept  a  diary  and  rarely  failed  to  make  an  entry  in  it  each 
(lay.  She  lived  the  greater  portion  of  her  life  on  Ringgold 
Manor,  near  where  the  JMount  IMoriah  Church  now  stands,  and 
died  in  1889  at  the  age  of  94  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
graveyard  at  Shepherdstown,  West  Virginia. 

STONEBBAKER'S. 

Stonebraker  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  name,  and  there  is  a  tradition 
that  the  family  originally  came  from  Stone-henge,  Wiltshire, 
England.  Here  it  was  that  the  Saxon  name  was  anglicized. 
Whether  the  origin  of  the  family  name  had  any  connection  with 
that  old  Saxon  Temple  on  Salisbury  Plains,  whose  age  and  pm- 
pose  will  always  remain  an  unfathomable  mystery,  is  not  known. 
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The  writer  does  not  vouch  for  the  above,  but  gives  it  for 
what  it  is  worth.  However,  he  made  great  efforts  to  trace  the 
early  history  of  the  family,  but  nothing  is  positively  kninvn  of 
its  advent  into  America. 

Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Michael 
Stonebraker  located  on  the  Potomac  river,  near  where  Ikikers- 
ville  now  stands,  and  in  1792  became  possessed  of  a  large  tract 
of  land,  wdiere  he  raised  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

His  eldest  son,  Joseph,  the  father  of  Henry,  lived  a  long  and 
honoralde  life,  and  tlied  on  his  farm,  adjoining  the  old  lu;me- 
stead,  in  1S65,  at  the  age  of  83  years.  His  wife  was  Anna  Han- 
dis,  who  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  73,  and  boili  are  |r,i,n:.l  in 
the  ok!  graveyard  at  Ijakersville,  about  one  nnle  from  then 
home. 

The  most  important  event  of  his  life  was  after  the  l)attle  of 
Bladensburg,  when  he  as  a  soldier  started  for  the  seal  of  War, 
but  when  they  reached  Boonsboro,  they  learned  that  ])eace  had 
been  declared,  and  with  joy  returned  to  the  bosom  of  his  young 
wife. 


-^ 


x^i^l 


HAPPINESS   WITHOUT   CONTENTMENT. 

Henry  Stonebraker  and  Angelic  E.  Rentch  were  married  in 
November,  1837,  ^t  the  bride's  home  at  Mount  Moriah,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  ceremony,  in  a  two-horse  carriage,  began 
their  bridal  tour,  and  at  the  end  of  two  days  reached  Baltimore. 

Washington's  Monument  was  one  of  the  city's  attractions,  but 
great  was  their  surprise  to  find  it  kjcated  on  a  hill  some  distance 
from  the  city,  the  surrounding  country  densely  covered  with 
heavy  timber. 

At  that  time  the  monument  had  been  completed  about  eight 
years  and  the  population  of  Baltimore  was  less  than  40,000 
souls,  and  a  visit  to  the  spot  at  this  time  \\\\\  show  tlie  wisdom 
of  the  location. 

They  settled  down  to  the  stern  realities  of  life  l-)y  leasing  the 
Rowland  farm  near  DowMisvdle,  Washington  County,  Marylan.l. 
Here  they  spent  several  very  hai)j)y  and  prosperous  years,  but 
the  conquering  spirit  of  the  Saxon  was  not  entirely  extinct  in 
Henry,  and  in  the  spring  of  1840,  he  took  his  wife  and  eighteen 
months'  old  baby  girl,  and  started  for  the  great  West,  with 
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bright  anticipations,  little  ilrcamini^  (jf  the  liaril.^Iiip.s  and  failure     ^ 
that  the}'  were  to  encotniter.  f 

1  hey  traveled  in  a  twodiorse,  e<i\-ered  was^'on,  such  .is  v'.as  * 
used  in  those  days  by  jjersc.ns  cniii;ratinL;-  West.  '['\\^y  |ki— ed 
o\'er  the  old  National  ])ike  that  rinis  throni^h  1  ]a.L;ersi> -w  n  >ind 
Cumberland,  and  when  the\'  reached  Wheeling;,  \  a.,  iln  ,  c-ni-  | 
barked  on  a  steamboat, sailiu^-  down  the  Ohio  Jviver  to  St.  Louis,  - 
where  the)'  di^.embarlved,  travelini;'  tnerland  to  Shelb\'  (  uimt}',  | 
Alissotiri,  beini;'  more  than  three  weeks  on  the  road.  I 

in  these  days  of  Rowal  Blue  and  Limited  h^xpress  trains,  one  I 
can  scarcely  imas^-inc  what  ])rivations  tlie  tra\'elers  suffered  be-  i 
fore  reaching-  their  destinaticjn.  l^ven  then  theii-  real  labor  ju<t  j 
ijegan.  The  section  where  they  located  was  a  t\pical  Western  | 
spot.  Lantl  had  to  be  cleared,  hon>e  ami  outbuildings  to  be  ] 
erected,  all  of  which  took  time  and  energy  to  accompli^h,  and  ] 
during  this  period  twin  baby  girls  were  lujrn. 

About  this  time  there  appeared  at  their  home  a  [)er>on  who 
had  been  raised  in  the  same  neiglii)orhood  in  ,Mai\land  that 
father  came  from,  and  after  much  j)ersuahion,  induced  him  H) 
form  a  copartnership,  when  they  erected  a  grist  mill  auvl  distil- 


i 

lery.      This  party  had  been  living  West  for  some  \ears,  and  had  j 

failed  in  business,  and  b}'  some  dishonest  method,  obligated  the  i 
new  firm  for  his  old  debts  without  father's  knowdedge  or  con- 
sent.    This  act  caused  father  to  lose  ever3'thing  he  had  —  they 
e\'en  took  the  colored  girl  that  mother  had  taken  W'e.-^t  as  her 

maid.  « 

The  perils  and  hardships  of  the  juoneer's  life  were  '^uch  that  ! 

it  nerved  the  women  to  cheerfully  undertake  that  which  wouUl  J 

now^  seem  to  Ije  almost  improbable.  j 

In   Xovember,   1842,  mother,  with  three  little  girls,  two  of  1 

them  were  twins  Init  eight  months  old,  without  any  assistance,  | 

started  on  a  journey  to  visit  her  parents  who  resided  m  T\lary-  \ 

land.  I 

The  trip  was  a  long  and  tedious  one.  and  to  make  matters  I 

worse,  the  weather  became  so  cold  that  the  river  froze  over,  | 

detaining  the  boat  some  miles  below  Wdieeling.  ■ 

Here  they  remained  al)Out  ten  davs,  hoping  the  ri\er  would  .| 

open  up,  but  as  the  weather  showed  no  signs  of  moderating,  she  f 

hired  a  sled  and  proceeded  to  Wheeling,  where  she  secured  pas-  | 
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sat^e  on  the  four-horse  sla^e  coach  tu  Hai^erstown.  1"h.e  sym- 
pathy of  her  fellow  travelers  did  much  to  liLdileu  her  burden, 
and  cheer  her  on  the  way. 

She  remained  with  her  friendr,  until  the  follcnvinj:^  sprin<:^,  when 
she  returned  tu  her  new  home  ci\er  the  same  route,  hut  was 
fortunate  in  havini;  a  friend  of  the  family  \\  ho  was  ^'oim;  W  est 
as  a  tra\'eling  companion  most  of  the  way. 

THE   FATHER  OF  WATERS. 

In  1845  father  moved  his  family  to  LaGrani^e,  Lewis  County, 
a  small  town  situated  on  the  l;anks  of  the  J\lississip[)i  ri\'er,  ani.1 
opened  a  hotel,  which  he  kej^t  for  several  years. 

It  was  here  1  first  saw  a  steamboat.  Fritz,  an  old  family  hand, 
often  took  me  in  his  arms  to  the  river  bank,  to  sec  the  boats  pass 
up  and  tlo\\'n  streani,  and  taught  me  tiie  dilYerence  between  a 
stern  and  side-wheel  steamer. 

Political  parties  have  their  strong  adherents  in  the  sparsely 
populated  sections,  as  well  as  in  the  (dder  settlements.  In  fact 
the  people  take  more  interest,  and  go  farther  to  a  meeting  of 
this  kind,  in  the  new^,  than  they  d(j  in  the  older  sections.  Instead 
of  mass-meetings,  as  we  now  have,  they  called  them  barbecues, 
where  the  whole  population  would  gather,  to  hear  the  s[)eeches, 
meet  friemls  and  have  a  good  time. 

Such  a  meeting  took  place  when  I  was  a  little  tacker,  father 
taking  the  whole  famil;-/.  Some  time  during  the  day.  while 
chasing  "  cliip-munks,"  I  wandered  off  in  the  wt)0(b  and  got 
lost.  Two  men  who  were  riding  through  that  section,  found 
and  took  me  to  the  meeting  place,  but  my  absence  had  been  dis- 
covered, and  a  searching  party  was  forming  to  look  me  up.  It 
was  fortunate  that  I  was  found,  for  had  I  remained  in  the  woods 
all  night,  the  wolves  would  have  made  short  work  of  me,  as  the 
country  was  infested  with  that  ferocious,  and  detested  animal. 

In  April,  1847,  father  with  his  family,  removed  to  his  native 
State,  taking  the  only  route  then  liaveled.  One  day  v>hile  on 
the  boat,  some  one  created  a  panic  among  tlie  ])as.•^engers  by 
reporting  the  vessel  to  l)e  sinking.  A  stranger  with  a  high  silk 
hat  took  me  on  the  upper  deck.  I  was  too  young  to  be  alarmed, 
but  was  delighted  with  the  sight  of  a  brush  lire  on  the  ])rairie. 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  re[)ort  was  false. 
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When  we  readied  Marx  land,  \vc  went  to  Crandniother 
Renteh's  home  fur  a  short  time.  While  here  we  had  a  liic  that 
nearly  proved  disastruns  tu  onr  six  munths'  old  ljal;\. 

Mow  plainl}'  now  1  ean  hear  the  ery  oi  lire,  lire,  and  ser  old 
Great  (jrandfajdier^yrhafer,  sta^i^erin^  nj)  the  stairs,  Iremhiin^' 
with  fear  and  excitement. 
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ANTIETAM  VALLEY. 

ddie  Antietam  Creek  rises  in  the  hills  of  Pcnns)  Ixania,  and  like 
a  ii;reat  serpent,  slowly  winds  thronf^h  one  of  the  niosi  hcaniiful 
valleys  of  Western  Maryland,  emptying  intcj  the  l\aoniac  River, 
southeast  of  the  now  historic  Sliarpshur^-. 

-•\  more  herunilnl,  and  self-satisfyini^  scene  is  nowhere  to  lie 
f(»nnd,  as  yon  stand  in  the  midst  of  this  valle)',  in  the  nicmth  of 
June,  the  .air  laden  with  the  jjerfume  of  new  mown  haw  and 
fraL;"rant  hlcjsscjins,  looking-  out  upon  the  L;reen  wa\'ini;-  .^ca,  of 
headini;-  wheat,  or  hehold  the  vast  fields  (jf  Indian  corn,  whose 
broad  green,  blades,  and  3'ellow  brown  tassels,  swing  lo  and  fro 
in  Septend)er's  antnnni  breeze.  Wdiilc  to  the  \Vc.-.l,  and  the 
East,  like  eternal  sentinels,  guarding  happy  riiral  horiies,  from 
storms  and  cyclones,  stand  the  North  and  South  Mountains, 
whose  sides  are  forever  enveloped  in  that  hazy  blue,  of  which  the 
eye  never  tires,  and  "  lUack  Rock,"  like  a  froxvning  fortress, 
looms  up  in  the  distance. 


FUNKSTOWN. 

In  the  heart  of  this  valley,  nestling  in  the  bend  of  the  Antietam 
creek,  is  the  picturescpie  village  of  Inndvstown,  w  Inch  in  its  early 
history,  was  known  as  Jerusalem  Town. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  ascending  from  its  banks, 
is  a  timber  covered  ridge,  fragrant  with  memories  tjf  the  past. 
It  was  here  in  April,  1755,  that  General  Rraddock  cut  an  open- 
ing in  the  timber  tlirough  which  his  soldiers  passed  on  their  way 
to  Fort  Dvuiuesne,  and  disaster.  In  July,  l^'^i3,  the  same  woods 
sheltered  from  the  noon  day's  heat,  Lee's  weary,  ragged,  but  de- 
fiant Rebels,  on  their  retreat  to  the  Potomac,  after  tluir  defeat 
at  Gettysburg.  y\nd  a  few  days  later,  General  iMeadu'  with  his 
legions,  occupied  and  entrenched  a  portion  of  this  same  ridge, 
while  facing  General  Lee's  army. 
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When  in  1776  Washington  County  was  divided  from  Freder- 
ick, Funk,  the  founder  of  I'unkstuwn,  conceived  the  idc;i  uf 
making  it  the  county  seat.  lie  inf(  )rnied  the  founder  of  1 1  a- c  rs- 
town  of  liis  intentions,  and  while  he  planned  to  exl^-nd  ihe  tnwii, 
west  heyond  the  creek,  selecting  a  beautiful  site  on  llu'  eia-i  cf 
Braddock's  ritlge,  overlooking  the  ancient  village  of  Ftu^mK  wi, 
for  the  Court  Flouse,  llager  mounted  his  horse,  rode  to  Annap- 
olis and  secured  the  prize  for  his  town. 

In  1790,  John  Henry  Schafcr'''  located  in  the  town,  huill  a 
grist  mill  and  became  the  ])resident  of  the  Antietam  W'oolon 
Mamifacturing  C<jmpan\'.  ]  k-  e\cmually  became  the  owihT  of 
the  enterprise,  which  he  greatly  enlarged,  and  in  j^.-H)  was 
making  ingrain  carjiets.  A  few  years  later  he  made  fiu'ther 
additions,  and  brought  from  London  an  luiglishman  who  put 
u])  a  loom  to  weave  brussels  ear])ets.  He  wo\e  a  number  of 
rugs,  some  of  the  patterns  —  the  Rose  of  I'.ngiauil,  and  the 
Thistle  of  Scotland  —  were  nmch  admired. 

They  had  a  roll  i>\  brussels  carpet  (Mi  the  loom  wlun  the  fac- 
tory took  lire  and  was  de-ti'osed  in  1S34  —  being  a  total  lobS  as 
the  insurance  jjolicy  had  ex[jired  a  week  before,  and  through 
carelessness  had  not  been  renewed. 

Daily  about  the  mill  were  seen  long  lines  of  Conestoga  Avag- 
ons,  drawn  by  six  and  eight  horses,  some  unloading  wheat,  while 
others  were  loatling  fiour  \\iiich  they  carried  to  Baltimore  and 
Washington  markets.  Railroads  were  unknown,  and  stage 
coaches  had  not  yet  reached  that  p(-int,  as  Mrs.  Scli.'tfer  in  her 
coach  and  four  drove  to  Baltimore  —  a  two  days'  journey. 

ANTIETAM   CANAL   COMPANY. 

Schafer's  energy  and  enterprise  greatly  stimulated  the  citi- 
zens, and  it  became  a  thriving  town.  About  180S  a  charter  was 
secured  from  the  State  for  the  Antietam  Canal  Compau)',  who 
proposed  to  make  the  creek  na\igal)le  io  the  Potomac  river,  by 
means  of  slack  water. 

In  1812  the  company  built  two  locks,  and  connected  the  two 
dams  by  digging  a  canal  some  eight  hundred  feet  long.  The 
boat  which  was  about  one  hundred  feet  long,  gondola 
shape,  sharp  at  Ijoth  ends,  without  deck,  was  loaded  with  one 

♦  See  Appendix  No.  i  and  No.  2. 
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hundred  and  twcnty-flvc  barrels  (if  llcnu",  passed  safelv  thrmii;-!! 
the  canal  rnid  iniu  the  lock,  hnt  was  wreckctl  \Jnle  pa^^'ii^  ini<,» 
tlie  lower  dam.  and  the  car^(j  hecauK'  a  euni];lele  lo.-^s. 

Ihis  accident  so  discouraL^ed  the  coniiirni)'  that  tiie  prnjc-ct 
was  abandoned  and  Schafer  afterwards  utilized  the  canal  by 
building-  a  saw  and  cement  mill  (jver  the  locks. 

Finally  ScliTifer  creeled  a  large  barn  on  J'"unk's  Court  House 
site,  and  planted  an  orchard  on  the  slope  below,  in^iead  of  the 
n(^isy  advocate,  tr)'ing  to  i)ersuade  tweh'e  well  meaning  men, 
to  render  an  unjust  \-erdict  against  their  neighbor,  the  hnv  of 
the  cattle  in  the  yard,  and  the  sound  of  the  Hail  on  the  \]()u\-  was 
heard. 

Here,  too,  lived  Ira  Hill,  the  Ya.nkee  pedaj-.ogue,  who,  duiing 
his  idle  h(jin"S,  v.-andered  along  the  streams  and  ihr(aigh  the 
forests,  looking  for  relics  of  the  .Vborigines.  While  liere  he 
wrote  "Antiquities  of  America  I'lxplained,"  in  which  he  proves 
to  his  own  satisfaction,  that  the  American  Jndians  descended 
from  the  Jews  and  Tyriaits. 

RACE  OF  MILLEKS. 

For  tlu-ee  generations  the  Schafers  were  millers  and  dealt  in 
grain,  and  to-day  where  ever  you  hnd  a  grist-mill  that  was  built, 
owned  or  operated  by  one  of  the  name,  close  by  }Ou  will  lind  the 
ruins  of  a  distillery.  Tlie  only  exception  being  John  Henrv, 
who  was  a  temperance  man,  as  the  following  story  clearly  dem- 
onstrates. 

Tiiere  were  so  many  mills  on  the  Antietam  Creek  that  they       ; 
dammed  up  the  water  on  each  other,  catising  no  end  of  disputes, 
and  in  very  many  cases,  the  courts  were  called  upon  to  settle  the 
question  just  how  far  one  man  could  l)ack  the  water  on  his 
neighbor's  wheel.  i 

John  Henry  had  one  of  these  protracted  suits,  and  after  the  \^ 
court  had  decided  the  ([uestion,  the  oliicials  were  present  to  ] 
direct  wdiere  the  hole  shoidd  be  (lrille<l,  in  the  r>'ck  above  the*  | 
dam,  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  into  w  hich  an  iron  pin  w  as  dri\  en.  \ 
as  a  water  mark.  ; 

After  the  [)in  had  been  set,  a  two  gallon  jug  of  whisky  that 
sonie  one  had  j^rovided,  was  l)rought  forward  to  celebrate  the 
event.     Of  course  Schiifer   was  expected  to  lead  off  with  the  first 
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"swig-."  He  took  tlie  jui^-,  and  held  it  hig-h  above  liis  liead, 
and  let  it  drop  on  the  ])\\i  with  a  erash,  then  |)t)litel\  tipped  his 
hat,  antl  bid  the  disa])i)uinted  and  mntterin<^-  crowd  t;ocjd  day. 

OLD  ENGLISH  CHAPEL. 

The  lirst  Chin"ch  erected  in  the  town,  was  an  i'-piscopal 
Chapel,  which  was  known  as  the  old  luit^lish  Chnrch,  auil  was 
struck  b)'  lightnin;^-  and  destro}ed. 

The  stone  from  its  walls  was  used  to  build  the  fence  that  now 
stands  between  the  old  Sager  and  Stover  {jroperty,  and  is  the 
lot  upon  which  the  Church  stood. 

Some  }ears  afterwards  old  "  Daddy  Moyer,"  plowed  o\'er 
the  graves  and  raised  ccjrn  and  potatoes.  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  the  lot  was  ever  a  grave-yard,  and  beneath  the  grow- 
ing crojjs,  rest  the  remains  of  some  of  the  town's  ea!i\'  settlers. 

Some  years  afterwards,  'on  the  same  ])lock,  but  facing  ihe  old 
gra\'e-yard  stood  the  Union  Cluirch,  which  was  joint  1}'  used  by 
the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  congregations. 

By  its  side,  was  a  long-  two  story  log  building  —  the  Village 
school  house.  The  lower  story  was  the  school  master's  dwell- 
ing, the  upper  stc;ry  the  school  rooms,  and  at  one  end  was  at- 
tached tlie  "  Funks-town  Library,"  which  was  collected  mainly 
through  the  efforts  of  a  Mr.  Curtis,  a  Yankee  school  master, 
who  taught  school  there  in  1832. 

About  the  year  59  the  school  house  caught  fire,  wlien  both  it 
and  the  Church  were  entirely  destroyed. 

STRANGEB,  THAN  FICTION. 

Near  this  old  English  Church,  at  the  foot  of  the  liill,  towards 
the  creek  stood  a  very  okl  log  cabin,  which  once  was  occuijied 
by  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  faithful  dog.  She,  when  a  mother  of 
eight  daughters  and  two  sons,  was  carried  away  by  the  Indi.in-^. 

One  day  while  she  was  in  the  woods  just  across  the  Amiciam, 
gathering  fagots,  a  strolling  band  of  Imlians  came  along,  and 
took  her  with  them. 

Ller  captors  kept  her  for  some  time,  in  fact  so  long  that  her 
husband  had  given  her  up  for  dead,  and  was  looking  around  for 
another  help-mate. 

She  watched  long  and  anxiously  for  an  opportunity  to  escape, 
when  one  night  while  the  Indians  were  asleep,  she  stole  away 
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ami  hidini;-  ])y  day  ami  traveliiiL;'  l)y  nis^lil,  she  liiKilU-  readied 
her  husband's  home  on  the  eveniuL;'  of  the  day,  when  he  was  to 
lead  the  yonni;-  and  beautiful  I'ully  lless  to  the  altar. 

I'olly's  disappointment  nuist  ha\e  been  very  i^reat,  for  she 
never  married  — yet  she  did  not  die  with  a  br^d■cen  heart.  h"or 
years  afterwards  she  was  a  well  known  eharaeter,  and  -.pent  her 
deelinini;-  years  in  llagerstown,  and  was  on  the  l)eht  of  turms 
with  the  basemninger's,  who  were  descendants  of  IVlrs.  Smiih. 

CORK. 

A  portion  of  the  town,  just  east  of  where  the  Xb'Uional  pib-c 
makes  a  turn,  and  the  houses  aloni^-  the  road  whieh  leads  lo 
Beaver  Creek,  was  known  as  "  Cork,"  so  named  because  a 
lot  of  shanties  were  erected  and  occupidl  by  the  lri^h,  who  were 
employed  in  great  numbers,  when  the  National  road  was  under 
construction. 

On  the  night  before  Saint  I\atrick's  day  in  1822,  some  v.ag 
hung  a  stuffed  "  Paildy,"  on  a  sign  post  of  a  hotel  near  wheie  the 
Irish  lived.  This  so  enraged  the  inhabitants  of  "  Cork,"  thai 
they  refused  to  go  to  work,  but  formed  in  a  bod)-,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  a  life  ami  drum,  and  marched  through  to\\n,  ea.ught 
se\'eral  of  its  citizens,  which  they  nearly  beat  lu  dv.aih,  and 
threatened  to  tlestroy  the  village. 

Here  it  was  that  Uncle  Tom.  South  and  Davey  Clageit,  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  by  ]nUting  a  portion  of  the  mob  to  lliglit. 
Uncle  Tom.  was  a  [powerful  man,  with  no  end  of  grit,  and  for 
that  reason  he  was  waited  upon  by  the  leaders  C)f  the  mob,  and 
asked  when  he  would  be  ready  to  take  his  share  of  the  thrashing. 
He  rej)lied  "  just  give  me  fifteen  minutes,"  to  wdiich  they  agreed. 
He  in  the  meantime  provided  himself  with  a  m()wing  scythe,  aiul 
wdien  tbiCy  called  again,  he  lost  no  time  in  joining  ihsue  with 
them,  ami  was  soon  in  their  mid^t,  his  broad  sword  gleaming  in 
the  sun,  as  he  smote  his  enemies  to  the  right  and  the  left.  1  lis 
onslaught,  backed  up  b_\'  l)a\ev  was  so  vigorous,  tliat  the  mob 
soon  discovered  that  the  shillalah  was  no  niaieli  against  such  a 
Cit^liath,  armed  with  a  razor  edged  weapon  and  took  to  their 
heels,  leaving  behind  the  drum  and  se\'eral  of  their  C(Mnrades 
badly  wounded. 
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The  persons  who  made  the  eflii^y  used  a  d^-e  slick  for  the 
arms,  which  convinced  the  mob  that  some  of  the  factuiy  hands 
had  something-  to  do  with  its  construction. 

Later  in  the  (hay  the  numlKT  of  tlie  mob  increased,  and  their 
rage  being-  greatly  inllamed  by  the  use  of  too  nuich  hc|Uor, 
marched  to  the  factory  with  tlie  avowed  pur[)ose  of  tearing;  the 
building  from  its  foundation. 

Upon  reaching-  the  place  they  f()und  that  their  visit  had  been 
anticipated,  as  the  doors  of  the  building  were  barricaded  and 
men  stationed  at  each  window,  armed  with  stones  and  clnijs, 
awaiting-  an  attack. 

Just  as  the  storming  party  had  formed  and  was  ready  to  move 
forward  to  the  assault,  Ca])tain  Geo.  \V.  Barr,  from  IJagers- 
town,  appeared  with  his  company  of  dragoons,  antl  reinforced 
the  Yager  riflemen  —  a  town  organization  —  when  the  rioters 
were  put  to  flight. 

It  was  a  notable  day  in  the  town's  history,  and  for  years  after- 
wards was  a  subject  fretpiently  discussed  by  the  partici|)anls  to 
the  crowds  that  nightly  congregated  around  the  stores  and 
hotels. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kennedy,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Hagerstown,  wrote  a  short  but  humorous  pe;em,  connnemorat- 
ing  the  event,  and  I  regret  very  much  that  1  was  unable  to  lind 
a  copy  to  insert  here. 

ANCIENT  CUSTOM, 

The  bell  on  the  old  Union  Church  was  cast  in  England,  and 
had  a  very  hue  tone.  It  was  (lestro)x-d  when  the  Church  burned 
dt)wn,  and  (|uite  a  number  of  thiger  rings,  were  made  from  its 
metal  as  relics. 

It  was  the  custom,  when  any  one  in  the  connnunity  died,  for 
the  Sexton  to  ring  the  bell  three  times.  The  older  the  person, 
the  longer  the  bell  was  rung. 

The  belfry  was  of  peculiar  construction,  and  if  the  bell  rope 
was  pulled  a  little  too  hard,  the  i)ell  would  upset  and  get  caught 
in  the  top  of  the  belfry,  when  some  one  wouM  ha\e  to  climb  the 
steeple  and  set  it  right. 

Wh.en  the  writer  was  a  niere  youth,  the  sexton  was  a  \'ery 
nervous  man,  and  ne\er  could  riui'-  the  bell  Aviilnnit  an  acci- 
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(lent.     Tlic  result  was  that  he  was  often  calleil  upon  to  |HTfiuni 
that  part  of  the  sextcMi's  dnty,  nuich  iu  his  delight. 

When  (jld  J)oetor  Dorsey  (lied,  who  was  the  most  eelchrat(,'<l 
ph\"sician  of  Western  Maryland  —  althouidi  his  ealonu'l  tt\al- 
nient  was  se\'erely  condemned  by  many  —  I  was  called  upon 
to  i"in<4'  the  l,>ell  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory,  and  r.Mig 
it  so  lon^-  that  many  of  the  citizens  called  io  learn  what  ex- 
tremely old  [)erson  had  died. 

Mrs.    A.     R.    Johnson,    a    i^'randdaugiiter    of    John     llenry     \ 
Schfifer,  and  to  whom  the  writer  is  iL^reatK'  indehted  f(jr  much     f    j 
information  about  the  family,  tells  the  fcjllowin-;  story:  -     I 

"  Wlien  a  death  occurred,  the   Church  bell   was  tolleil,  and      i 
the    at(e    of    the    deceased    ann(nmced    by    the    sti'(jkes    of  the     |    i 
bell.      A  stroke  for  each  year.     The  town  hearse  was  a  large     i    .1 
cofTm  painted  black,  on  four  \\dieels  with  a  raised  seat  for  the      i' 
dri\-er,  and  drawn  by  a  diminutive,  emaciated  horse,  which  at      \    ] 
last  succumbed  to  long  service.      On  the  evening  of  his  demise,      J 
as  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  ("|uiet  village  were  retiring  fur      | 
the  night,  they  were  startled  by  the  ]jrolonged  tolling  of  the      i 
Church  bell.     The  sexton  hastene(.l  to  the  undertaker,  to  learn 
who  had  usurped  his  exclusive  oilice.     The  undertaker  could      | 
not  inform  him,  and  both  he  and  the  sexton  were  superstitious,      |, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  bell  ceased  its  sounds,  when  super-      \ 
stition  brooded  over  the  village.  [: 

"At  length  it  leaked  out  that  some  boys,  who  thought  old      '; 
Shoemaker  (the  defunct  horse)  deserved  some  recognition  for 
his  long  and  weary  service,   had   crept   into  the  Church  and 
announced  his  departure.     The  gloom  of  superstition  was  lifted      r 
by  many  smiles,  and  some  hearty  laughs,  and  Shoemaker's  mem-       i.\ 
ory  was  embalmed."  ^. 
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SCRATCH. 

The  Pews  of  the  old  Union  Church,  resembled  box  stalls, 
being  enclosed  on  all  sides  with  high  partitions,  that  reached 
almost  to  the  back  part  of  the  head,  and  a  panel  door  which 
closed  by  a  spring  latch,  with  a  bang.  The  main  ai^le  divided  | 
the  congregation,  the  men  sat  on  one  side  and  the  ladies  on  the  t 
other. 
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A  black  velvet  bag  on  the  end  of  a  l<»nor  ]:)ole,  was  used  to  col- 
lect the  pennies,  and  was  passed  n]j  tiie  pew  I»efore  the  occu- 
pants, then  raised  over  their  heads  to  the  seat  behind. 

It  took  a  (^ockI  eye  and  steady  hand  to  avoid  accidents  to  the 
head-g"ear  of  the  lathes,  althonL;h  sun-boiniets,  or  pok-es,  were 
the  prevailing-  fashion.  If  the  pole  wa.-.  in  the  hands  oi  a  mali- 
cious deacon,  the  heads  of  mischievous  boys  were  not  free  from 
knocks. 

The  front  box,  directly  opposite  the  altar,  was  occupied  by  the 
elders,  and  was  known  as  the  cider's  I'cw,  who  gencrrdh  were 
venerable  members  of  the  congregaticjn. 

One  of  the  elders,  for  years  had  an  exceptionally  ball  head, 
over  which  the  Hies  skirmished  to  the  delight  of  the  boys. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  to  a  young  girl,  as  wife  number  two, 
he  appeared  among  liis  fellow  elders  in  a  dark  brown  "  Scratch," 
to  the  surprise  of  the  congregation. 

It  will  never  be  known  whether  it  v.as  an  accident  or  no,  Init 
when  the  pole  passed  over  the  elder's  Pew,  the  bag  and 
*'  Scratch  "  became  entangled,  when  a  bald  head  disapiieared 
behind  the  back,  and  reaj)peared  again  with  a  full  suit  of  hair. 
The  situation  was  very  embarrassing  to  him,  but  it  at'fecied  the 
risibles  of  the  beholders. 

"Ask  nothing  but  what  is  right  —  su1)mit  to  nothing  wrongs" 
was  Andrew  Jackson's  great  political  maxim.  In  iSj.s  be  \\as 
elected  President,  and  early  in  the  followinj:,^  year  he  made  his 
way  via  the  Ohio  river  to  Wheeling,  and  thence  over  what  is 
now  the  old  National  road  to  Washington  City.  Tie  i)assed 
through  Funkstown,  standing  in  an  o])en  carriage,  Ijowing  gra- 
ciously to  the  citizens,  who  considered  it  an  event  well  worth 
remembering. 

The  town  at  one  time  boasted  of  a  Beneficial  Association,  but 
it  did  not  thrive  very  long.  One  of  its  early  members  became 
sick  and  remained  on  the  relief  list  so  long  that  he  l)ankrn])ted 
the  treasury,  when  the  association  went  out  of  existence. 

MTLITARY. 

The  Yager  Riflemen,  Capt.  Geo.  \V.  Roerstler  commanding, 
was  the  hrst  military  organi/.ati(3n  of  which  we  have  any  record. 
Its  Captain  was  the  town's  physician,  who  t(.)ok  great  pride  in 
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his  Company,  as  well  as  the  town,  whose  name  did  not  always 
appear  very  euphonious  to  strangers. 

One  Sunday  morning,  the  old  Stag-e  Coach  drew  up  hefore  liie 
Town  Motel,  when  about  a  dozen  passengers  alighted  and  took 
a  drink.  'Idieir  conversation  showeil  that  many  were  newly 
elected  members  to  Congress,  on  their  way  tu  the  Capital. 

A  few  drinks  put  them  in  good  hinnor,  when  they  commenced 
to  guy  some  of  the  by-standers  about  the  name  (jf  the  town  and 
its  enterprises.  The  Doctor  who  was  standing  near  by,  with  face 
flushed  by  indignation,  stepped  up  to  the  crowd  and  said,  "  ( len- 
tlemen,  you  have  been  asking  a  great  many  nonsensical  rpies- 
tions;  let  me  inform  you  that  this  little  town  was  reared  by 
industry,  and  su])i)orted  l)y  the  economy  of  its  citizens,  and  1  am 
suri)rised  that  they  allow  a  lot  of  Sunday  topers  to  i)ass  through 
unmolested."  They  lost  but  little  time  in  shaking  the  dust  of 
the  town  from  their  feet. 

Shortly  after  the  Irish  riot,  Henry  I.  Schafer,  organiz^'d  the 
Kentucky  Ivillemen,  so  named  becaused  their  uniform  \\a^  nii'd- 
eled  after  the  style  of  Daniel  Boone's  dress.  This  comi)an\-  suc- 
ceeded the  Yagers,  with  Sclkifer   as  Cajitain. 

Dast  but  not  least  the  Washington  Rillemen,  Peter  L.  II uy- 
ette,  Captain,  was  the  crack  company  of  the  section.  Iluyette 
was  one  of  the  town's  merchants,  and  on  muster  days,  his  house 
was  wide  open  to  the  members  of  his  comj^any.  He  was  a  large 
pompous  man  with  a  voice  like  a  fog  horn,  and  his  gay  miiform 
was  the  admiration  of  the  boys. 

HAUNTED  HILL. 

This  is  the  j)icture  of  an  old  grist-mill  that  was  once  oper- 
ated by  Samuel  Shafer,*  one  of  the  third  gencraticjn.  It  was 
situated  on  Marsh  Run,  half  way  l)etween  Bakersville  and  IMount 
]\I(jriah.  John  Rentch,  who  married  Catharine  vShafer,  in  con- 
nection with  his  farm  ov.ned  a  large  tract  of  timber,  which  he 
utilized  ])y  manufacturing  barrels  and  so](]  them  to  the  sur- 
rounding mills  and  distilleries. 

After  his  death  the  widow  continueil  the  business,  witli  Jesse 
Ranks,  as  head  cooper  and  general  manager.     Jesse  was  a  hard 

*  The  third  generation  Anfjliciiod  the  name    by  dropping  the  c  and  discardinf^  the  German 
umlaut. 
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^vo^king•  young-  man,  with  an  impediment  in  his  si^eech,  and  oc- 
casionally took  too  much  of  old  "  Jc^hn  Barleycorn." 

It  was  several  miles  between  the  mill  and  the  shop,  with  a  very 
steep  hill  about  midway,  upon  which  the  negrtjcs  belie\-ed  a 
black  headless  dog  could  be  seen  at  mid-night,  and  wh(ie\L-r 
the  dog  barked  at,  would  die  before  the  ciul  of  the  \  ear. 

On  Saturday  afternoons  Jesse  generally  repaired  to  the  null 
to  make  a  report  of  his  week's  delivery  and  get  seillcuicni. 
Here  at  the  distillery,  he  often  met  some  convivial  frientU,  that 
were  sure  to  prolong  his  stay  until  late  at  night. 

Then  it  was  that  Jesse  always  declared  when  he  reached 
the  foot  of  the  haunted  hill  the  headless  dog  would  ]mv\>  the 
fence  and  follow  closely  at  his  heels  until  they  reached  a  cer- 
tain tree  on  the  side  of  the  road,  when  he  wtndd  suddeidy  disap- 
pear. 

OUR  EASTERIT  HOME. 

Here  almost  beneath  the  shadow  of  "  IMack  Rock,"  we  made 
our  eastern  home.  I'TndvStown  is  located  on  the  old  Natiuiial 
pike,  two  miles  south  of  Hagerstown,  and  laiil  (nit  in  the  bend 
of  the  Antietam  Creek,  wdiich  forms  a  perfect  horse-shoe.  All 
the  rear  or  outside  lots,  northwest  and  south  run  to  the  edge 
of  the  creek. 

It  had  a  population  of  about  eight  hundred  peoi)le.  Its  early 
push  and  energy  had  departed  before  our  advent,  but  there  still 
lingered  some  evidences  of  its  former  sporting  elements.  Here 
resided  several  wealthy  families  who  indulged  themselves  in  al- 
most all  manner  of  sports.  They  h^ught  chickens,  raced  lujrses, 
and  followed  the  hounds.  Although  ihe  heads  of  these  families 
were  too  old  to  longer  indulge  themselves,  yet  their  exmni)le 
was  still  followed  by  others,  with  an  occasional  bear  bait  and 
shooting  match. 

I  saw  many  of  these  sports  against  mv  mother's  wish,  and  was 
se\'erely  punished  when  it  was  disco\'cred  that  I  had  disobeved 
her  commands. 

Game  cocks  of  equal  weight  w  ere  matched.  Their  spurs  were 
cut  off,  steel  gall's  were  tied  to  their  legs,  and  then  ])itted  against 
each  other.     The  cock  that  killed  his  antagonist  was  declared 
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\ 
the  winner.      As  a  rule  ihey  foui^ht  until  lliey  died,  and  if  hy     1 
cluince  one  turned  tail  and  ran,   he  was  eonsidered  a  "  dun^- 
Inll."      It  was  a  barljaruus  but  fascinating^  sport. 

BEAR   BAIT. 

Tlie  bear  fi^-ht  was  arrant^ed  by  <h"ivin.i^"  a  stake  intd  the 
^'roinul  and  to  this  the  l)ear  was  eliained,  when  the  .-]n'Ctators 
formed  in  a  circle  aroimd  him.  1  ^oj^s  were  then  ])nt  inside 
of  the  rini;-  and  made  to  hght,  but  bruin  was  always  victtirious. 

Wc  occupied  the  I'ell  propert).  .\  lari^^e  white  hcjnse,  with 
two  hui^e  pillars,  supporting;-  a  porch  from  the  attic,  i^ivin^i;  it  a 
Colonial  appearance. 

ddie  house  stt)0(l  on  the  baidcs  of  the  Anlietam  near  the  old 
Grist  j\lill  at  the  head  of  the  island.  It  was  here  1  spent  my 
bo)'hood  days.  Wdiat  ^rand  days  they  were  too,  now  that  I 
look  back  upon  them.  Fishing"  and  swimming-  were  m\'  chieli 
delight. 

The  mill  had  been  gutted  of  its  machinery,  and  father  used 
the  second  lloor  as  a  work  shoj).  What  terrors  some  (^f  its 
dark  places  had  for  my  youthful  imagination,  stimulated  Ijy  the 
tales  of  my  colored  playmates. 

How  lasting-  such  inii)ressions  seem  to  be,  for  when  in  dream- 
land now  I  often  see  the  old  mill  and  lice  from  some  imaginary 
j)hantom  of  my  youth. 

On  the  other  siile  of  the  creek  was  the  ruins  of  a  powder  mill, 
that  furnished  ammunition  for  the  provincial  armv  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Often  while  standing  on  its  ruins  catch- 
ing black  chubs  for  eel  bait,  T  j)ictured  in  my  mind  the  ilymg 
timbers  and  mangled  forms  that  the  accident  must  ha\e  caused 
when  the  works  blew  tij). 

SPRING  TIME. 
I  went  to  school  during  the  week,  hut  on  Satin-days  T  did 
small  chores  about  the  i)lace.  These  duties  I  did  with  as  nnich 
grace  as  boys  usually  do,  until  the  blue  birds  began  to  sing, 
when  I  would  steal  off  with  my  lishing  pole  and  stay  away  all 
day,  giving  my  mother  manv  imeasy  moments,  as  she  feared 
that  1  would  be  drowned. 
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When  punished,  I  wmild  promise  not  to  do  so  an\-  more, 
hut  such  I'lroniiscs  were  worthless,  for  as  early  in  tlie  spring" 
and  late  in  the  fall  as  the  hsh  wotddi  l.ile,  1  could  not  rc^i^t  the 
temptation.  At  the  Ifrst  opportuuit)'  I  would  he  off  with  my 
pole  and  repeat  the  same  old  story. 

Piol),  our  old  roan  iiorse.  was  a  sly  fox.  lie  would  untie  any 
knot  that  I  C(juld  make  in  his  halter,  L;et  in  the  corn  bariel,  and 
I  was  often  punislied  for  his  theft. 

He  knew  I  was  afraid  of  him,  and  when  in  pasture  would  tiot 
let  me  catch  him,  l)ut  when  hocd^ed  to  the  wai^'on,  he  was  as 
gentle  as  a  lamb. 

When  but  ten  years  old,  with  "  Jlob."  hitched  to  a  little  yellow 
wheel  and  L;reen  bed  wac;(in,  1  made  man\'  trii)s  to  loick's 
foundi"y,  near  Waynesboro,  l*a.  Ouriu'^  all  our  coni|>anion- 
shi])  he  only  ran  away  once,  and  he  was  the  L^'reatesl  sul'i'erer, 
luu'inc;-  his  leL;'s  badly  skinned. 

PIERCE   AND   KING. 

In  the  fall  of  1852  I  took  part  in  a  political  denK^nstration 
for  the  first  time,  it  was  the  cam])ai^n  in  which  Tierce,  Demo- 
crat, defeated  Gen.  Scott,  Whii^-,  for  the   Presidency. 

I  carried  a  Hat;"  made  by  m\'  sisters.  It  was  rather  crude  and 
made  of  camlMac.  They  couUl  not  i^'et  bright  reil  fcjr  the  stri[)es 
hut  used  dark  red.  The  Whij.^  boys  twitted  me  by  sayinc:;  that 
the  stripes  were  colored  by  ])olkberry  juice.  However  we 
elected  our  i)resident,  and  1  was  as  proud  of  my  ila^-  as  if  it 
had  been  made  of  the  finest  silk. 

The  Democratic  farmers  of  our  election  district  hitched  up 
their  teams  of  four  and  six  horses,  some  with  bells,  while  others 
had  their's  decorated  with  fall  fiowers,  now  called  the  chrysan- 
themum. 

The  wagons  were  loaded  with  men,  boys  and  girls  of  the 
town  and  driven  to  Flagerstown,  the  county  seat,  where  a  simi- 
lar delegation  from  each  election  district  of  the  couuiv  had 
assembled.  They  were  then  mar.shaled  into  Hue,  i)ai-aded 
through  the  ])rincipal  streets,  after  which  we  were  taken  to  a 
vacant  lot,  and  a  lunch  of  cold  meats  and  breail  were  served 
from  long  tables. 
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cow   BOY. 

Nearly  every  family  in  town  had  a  cow,  and  in  the  snninier 
tliey  were  pastured,  with  ihc  fanners,  who  lived  near  ihe  \il- 
lagc,  chargin<^  the  owners  one  dollar  per  month  for  the  privilege. 
It  was  the  duty  of  each  boy  of  the  family  to  drive  the  C(»\\.->  to 
the  pasture  fields  in  the  nuM-ning,  and  lake  them  home  in  the 
evening. 

The  families  that  did  not  have  boys  employed  some  one  to 
drive  their  cow,  paying  one  cent  a  day  for  such  ser\ice.  1 
always  had  a  neighbor's  cow  to  take  care  of,  and  on  Saturdav 
night  when  paid  in  copper  cents  for  my  week's  work,  I  was  \'er\- 
hai)py,  and  felt  rich,  with  the  big  cart-wheel  pennies  in  mv 
pocket. 

Mother  recjuired  us  to  go  to  Sunday  School  and  Chm-ch 
regularly.  I  was  so  young  that  1  do  not  remember  just  when 
I  hrst  commencetl  to  go  to  either,  but  I  am  ha])py  nuw  to  staie 
that  it  was  always  a  pleasant  dnty.  I  learned  the  XXJIl  Psalm 
before  I  could  reail. 

My  Sunday  School  teacher  was  one  of  those  nice,  amiable 
young  women,  that  can  be  found  in  almost  every  town.  She 
encouraged  her  class  of  boys  to  connnit  to  memory  verses  from 
the  Bilde,  and  the  one  that  did  the  l)est  was  rewarded  with  a 
book.  She  tried  to  make  a  preacher  out  of  me,  but  w  hen  father 
was  approached  for  his  consent,  he  threw  cold  water  on  the 
project.  He  evidently  knew  his  boy  nuich  better  than  the 
teacher. 

One  of  my  uncles,  a  farmer  who  lived  near  Sharpsburg,  had 
a  boy  about  my  age.  T  often  spent  some  time  with  them,  on 
a  visit.  On  Sunday  he  took  us  to  town  to  Church,  where  the 
Rev.  Robt.  Douglas  officiated,  and  the  one  w  ho  could  remember 
the  most  of  the  sermon  received  a  penny. 

At  times  in  every  connnunity  there  are  some  persons  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  imagine  that  life  is  not  worth  li\ing,  and  end 
their  existence  by  viok-nce. 

In  the  beautiful  month  of  May,  a  yotmg  farmer  living  a  sli>.»rt 
distance  from  town,  walked  io  the  Antietam  creek,  carefidlv 
laid  his  hat  on  the  bank  and  threw  himself  into  Clagett's  mill- 
dam. 
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He  had  the  rei)utation  of  Ijeinj;'  a  j^ood  swininier,  and  there 
i     were  some  i;rcscnt  who  expressetl  doulns  of  him  suiciihii-,  hut 
\     I  noticed  as  the\'  llshed  him  out,  that  his  suspender  was  t\\■l^t(Jtl 
around  liis  arm. 

HARVEST  TIME. 

Before  machinery  hac]  revohitionizcil  the  manner  of  the 
;  farmers  housinj^'  their  cro]js,  and  the  sh^irt  time  in  whicli  wheat 
had  to  1)e  cut  when  ready  for  the  sickle,  caused  sucli  a  demand 
for  lal)or  that  it  depopuhited  the  towns  of  aU  ahle-l)0(hed  men 
and  hoys.  The  fields  were  vast,  wattes  .i^ootl,  and  the  people 
happy. 

The  grain  in  our  section  ripened  some  weeks  hefore  the 
T'ennsylvania  iields,  and  many  jjersnns  jourp.e_\'ed  frt)m  that 
state  to  our  valley  to  help  to  harvest  the  crop.  In  stjuads,  many 
came  from  the  mountainous  portioiis  df  liuntingdon  and  Bed- 
ford counties,  and  were  calletl  "  backwoodsmen." 

A  cradle  w^as  used,  and  each  one  represented  three  hands. 
The  farmer  that  emi)l(jyed  fewer  than  five  had  a  small  crop. 

It  was  a  pleasant  sight  to  see  twenty  or  more  cradlers  in  line 
mowing  down  the  golden  grain,  all  keej)ing  time  to  the  leader's 
stroke,  and  the  gleaners  in  their  wake,  binding  the  swath  into 
sheaves. 

The  boy  wdio  followed  with  the  water  wagon  and  "fire-water" 
was  always  in  demand.  How  eager  we  looked  for  the  "  ten 
o'clock  Ijite  "  and  the  sound  of  the  dinner  horn.  For  the  work 
was  hard  and  appetites  good.  \Vhen  the  harvest  was  over,  such 
a  feast.  Tubs  of  lemonade  and  tables  loaded  with  ginger  bread 
and  other  good  things,  the  thought  of  which  always  makes  me 
w  ish  to  be  a  boy  again. 

CORN   HUSKING. 

Often  in  the  fall  of  the  year  jnanv  fanners  made  corn  husk- 
ing a  social  feature,  ddie  cornstalk  v,as  to])jH"d  and  bladed, 
instead  of  cut  close  to  the  ground,  which  is  now  done.  1  he 
ears  were  plucked  from  the  stalk,  hauled  to  the  barn,  and  jjut  in 
a  long  row.  Some  afternoon  was  selected  and  the  neighbors 
were  invited  to  the  shucking.  Wdien  the  company  had  assem- 
bled, two  men  were  appointed  as  captains,  they  in  turn  chose 
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sides,  (li\-i(lc(l  the  corn  in  half,  when  tlic  l):iltlc  l)Ci;'an.  The 
nei^roes  were  ahvays  anion:^'  the  slnickers,  ami  did  nnich  t(j  en- 
liven the  occasion  with  their  (jnaint  soni^s. 

"  Shnck  de  corn  and  skin  de  nnhhin,  ()!  ITo,  lit.;," 
and 
"  Raccoon   tail   am  ringed   all   ronnd,   and   de   I'ossnni   tail  am 

l)are, 
"  Old  Brer  Fox,  ma)'  fuol  BriU-l-'rog,  bnt  he  (.lidn't  kotch  de 

Hare." 

Wdien  the  battle  was  over,  the  \icl(>ri(,)ns  side  elevated  their 
Captain  o\\  their  shonlders  and  paraded  to  the  honse,  where  we 
l)artook  of  a  snmptuons  feast,  snch  only  as  a  farmer's  wife  can 
prepare,  after  wdiich  the  yonnL;'  peo])le  made  a  ni^^ht  of  it  with 
their  rnral  pastimes: 

"  Come  all  young-  men,  in  }'our  wicked  ways, 
Come  sow  your  wild  uat>,  in  your  youthful  days, 
That  you  may  be  hap[)y.  Thai  yuu  may  be  happ\-, 
When  )-ou  gro\v  old." 

TEMPTATION. 

Thoreau,  says:  "  Tt  appears  that  ajiples  made  a  part  of  the 
food  of  that  unknown  j^rimitive  peof)le  whose  traces  have  lately 
l)een  foum,!  at  the  bottom  of  the  Swiss  lakes,  supi)ose(l  t(j  be 
older  than  the  foundation  of  Rome,  so  old  that  they  lunl  no 
metallic  imjjlements." 

Whether  our  first  jxu'ents  were  tempted  by  the  apjde  or  no, 
I  never  could  pass  an  apple  tree,  full  of  ripe,  luscious  fruit,  in  an 
ordinary  frame  of  mind. 

On  my  way  to  school  I  had  to  pass  a  row  of  trees  red  v.ith 
fruit 

■'  Every  twig,  apples  big," 
jealously  guarded  by  the  owner  against  the  predatory  liabits  of 
the  small  boy,  Init  it  was  my  special  delight  to  outwit  the  old 
man  and  fill  my  {)Ockets  with  the  forbidden  fruit. 

Near  where  we  lived  was  a  grouj)  of  the  "  Southern  Rambo." 
Upon  one  of  the  trees  hung  a  hornet's  nest  big  as  a  half  bushel 
measure.     T  used  to  visit  this  group  of  trees  ostensibly  to  stone 
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the  hornets  but  really  to  gorge  myself  with  the  fruit.     Alas,  that 
variety  of  apples  has  become  extinct. 

At  grandfather's,  during  the  long  winter  nights,  what  pitchers 
of  cider  and  baskets  of  apples  were  consumed,  fn  the  cellar 
were  huge  bins,  each  variety  separated  b\-  {partitions.  With 
'i  that  nati\-e  thrift,  peculiar  to  the  (lerman  race,  we  boys,  when 
sent  to  the  cellar  for  apj)les  and  citler,  were  instructed  to  get 
only  the  "  specks." 

To  me  this  was  worse  than  foolishness  and  on  tlie  sly  would 
I    slip  a  few  of  the  finest  in  my  pockets,  and  only  ate  the  specked 
through  compulsion. 

The  bins  were  so  full  of  fruit,  that  the  apples  commenced  to 
decay  faster  than  they  could  be  used,  and  the  lesult  was  that 
the  family  ate  rotten  apples  the  whole  winter  through. 


CHOLEKA'S  FIRST   APPEARANCE   IN  AMERICA. 

In  1832  Cholera  prevailed  in  France,  and  within  the  year 
caused  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  deaths,  seven  thou- 
sand of  which  occurred  in  Paris,  in  the  space  of  eighteen  days. 
In  the  spring  and  sunnner  of  that  year  it  made  its  appearance 
in  England,  and  extended  into  Ireland — from  Liverpool,  Cork, 
Limerick,  and  Duldin.  Five  vessels  fdletl  with  immigrants 
sailed  for  Quebec,  Canada,  and  they  together  lost  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  passengers  by  cholera  during  the  voyage. 

On  the  /th  of  June  the  St.  Lawrence  steamer,  Voyageur,  took 
a  load  of  these  immigrants  and  their  l)aggage  from  the  vessel, 
which  were  quarantined  tu'O  miles  below  the  city,  and  landed 
some  in  Quebec,  but  took  the  majority  to  Montreal.  The  lirst 
case  of  cholera  occurred  in  an  immigrant  boarding  house  in 
Quebec,  on  the  8th.  The  same  boat  landed  persons,  dead  and 
dying  of  cholera,  at  Montreal,  a  distance  of  200  miles,  in  thirty 
hours. 

Over  this  long  distance,  thickly  inhabited  on  both  sides  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  river,  cholera  made  a  single  leap  without  in- 
fecting a  single  village  or  house  between  the  two  cities,  with 
the  following  exceptions:  A  man  picke<l  up  a  mattress  thrown 
from  the  Voyageur;  he  anil  his  wife  died  from  cholera,  .\nother 
man  fishing  on  the  river  was  requested  to  bury  a  dead  man  from 
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tlie  Voyag-eur,  he  and  his  wife  and  nephew  died  from  cholera. 
The  scourge  continued  west  along  the  Great  Lakes,  and  in  Sep- 
tember it  reached  our  military  post,  wdiere  Chicago  now  stands, 
almost  depojiulating  the  section  through  which  it  passed. 

In  1853  the  Asiatic  cholera  reached  our  Atlantic  coast  from 
Europe  for  the  third  time.  As  heretofore  it  moved  into  the 
interior  of  the  States  by  the  navigable  water  courses. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  that  runs  akiug  the  Potomac 
river  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Cumberland,  conveyed  the 
disease  to  the  western  part  of  the  State.  In  August  of  this 
year,  two  citizens  of  Funkstown,  James  Fleming  and  Jonathan 
Shilling,  Jr.,  who  had  been  employed  on  the  canal  near  Williams- 
port,  Md.,  came  home  and  were  stricken  down  with  cholera; 
and  after  a  few  hours  illness  died;  Fleming  died  one  day  and 
Shilling  the  next.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  citizens  oi  the 
town.  Quite  a  numl^er  took  the  disease  and  many  died  before 
the  scourge  was  stamped  out.  Father  closed  up  the  house  and 
took  the  family  to  grandfather's  farm,  where  we  remained  until 
late  in  the  fall. 

Cholera,  like  war,  while  full  of  horrors,  has  its  amusing  inci- 
dents. Dr.  Clagett  was  the  town  physician,  and  a  number  of 
the  citizens  in  a  body  called  on  the  doctor  for  advice,  when  he 
made  them  a  speech  from  the  second-story  window  of  his  house, 
telling  them  to  use  brandy  freely  as  a  preventive.  From  his 
appearance  he,  no  doubt,  had  been  taking  his  own  prescription 
quite  freely. 

Uncle  Tom.  South  (Geo.  Alfred  Townsend's  Nick  Hammer), 
thought  to  make  himself  proof  against  the  disease;  and  having 
no  very  great  prejudice  against  the  remedy,  took  too  many  large 
doses  antl  slipped  off  the  bed  on  the  floor,  where  '"  Granny,"  his 
wife,  found  him;  and  thinking  him  to  be  dying  with  the  cholera, 
alarmed  the  town  with  her  cries.  A  more  careful  diagnosis  of 
the  case  being  made,  the  true  state  of  his  condition  was  discov- 
ered, much  to  her  relief. 

Father  finally  purchased  the  house  in  which  we  were  living, 
and  it  was  much  out  of  rei)air.  Fie  lacing  quite  a  mechanic, 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  building  fences,  and  making  other 
necessary  repairs.  He  had  a  fondness  for  lattice  fence,  and  my 
Httle  back  ached  many  a  night  from  holding  the  hammer,  while 
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he  drove  the  nails  thruui^di  the  ])in'.-  laths.  When  the  fences 
were  clone,  they  had  to  lie  whitewashed,  and  I  did  niy  share  of 
this  work.  lie  planted  several  hun(h-e<l  yonni;'  fruit  trees,  and 
the  followint;-  sunmier  proving-  to  he  a  very  dry  season,  when  I 
had  to  carry  water  from  the  creek  and  g^ive  each  tree  two 
buckets  of  water  a  day — one  in  the  niorninjj  and  another  in  the 
evening-.  This  was  a  herculean  task  for  a  boy  of  my  age,  and 
I  ha(,l  many  a  good  cry  before  the  day  was  over. 

In  a  few  years  we  had  our  home  in  hue  shape,  young  orchard, 
grape  arbors,  and  a  yard  full  of  flowers;  the  most  attractive 
place  in  the  village,  when  father  S(jld  it  and  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  Air.  J.  C.  HoHman,  and  opened  a  general  merchandise 
store  on  the  main  street  of  the  town.  1  was  put  in  the  store 
to  do  the  small  errands  about  the  place,  such  as  are  usually  per- 
formed  by  a  boy.  ^     2036147 

Some  time  after  the  panic  of  '57,  Hoffman  went  out  of  the 
I  firm,  father  continuing.  The  change  made  it  necessary  to  sup- 
ply his  late  partner's  ]dace  with  a  clerk,  and  Geo.  S.  Miller,  of 
Hagerstown,  was  selected.  Alilier  was  a  small,  dudish  young 
fellow,  who  cared  more  for  fme  clothes  than  work,  so  my  duties 
increased  in  the  rough  line.  For  some  reason  Miller  did  not 
suit  the  town,  or  the  place  was  too  sniall  to  hold  him,  as  he  only 
remained  with  us  a  few  months. 

David  Over  had  been  coming  through  our  section  with  a  two- 
horse  wagon,  buying  old  rags  for  some  Pennsylvania  paper  mill. 
He  was  a  small,  energetic,  talkative  individual,  father  taking  a 
great  fancy  to  him,  and  when  Miller  left,  Over  was  engaged  to 
take  his  place.  Davy's  apjiearance  showed  his  poverty,  and  for 
a  time  we  got  on  well  together.  He  did  his  share  of  rough 
work  and  allowed  me  to  wait  on  some  of  the  big  customers 
once  in  a  while.  But  it  was  not  long  before  Davy  improved 
his  personal  appearance;  fine  clctthes  and  rough  work  don't  go 
V  well  together,  and  as  he  was  the  head  dork,  all  the  drudgery  fell 
to  me,  causing  no  little  friction,  ami  at  times  open  rebfllion  on 
my  part.  Davy  finally  developed  a  fondness  for  the  social  cup, 
losing  father's  confidence,  and  was  discharged.  Some  }ears 
afterwards  he  met  with  an  accident  that  injured  one  of  his  arms 
so  much  that  it  had  to  be  amputatetl.      He  refused  to  be  put 
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under  the  influence  of  clilorofurni,  and  stood  the  operation  with- 
out dinclndiL,^,  but  the  accident  cu^t  him  liis  life. 

In  certain  seasons  there  are  hours  between  customers  in  a  Utile 
country  store,  and  1  employed  much  of  my  idk-  time  in  re;idin.;-. 
Jones'  Wild  Western  Scenes  made  its  appearance  alM)wt  ibr-, 
time,  and  was  the  lirst  Ijook  I  ever  read.  How  much  1  admired 
the  cunnin<^  of  ''  Sneak  "  and  laui;iied  at  "  Joe's  "  stupidU} ,  in 
puttiui^^  asafrx'tida  on  the  soles  of  his  boots  while  hnmin-'  f(jr 
wolves.     This  was  the  begiimin;;-  of  my  fondness  for  books. 

Business  had  been  growing;-  from  bad  to  worse  ever  since  the 
panic,  wdien  father  closed  out  iiis  store  at  auction,  leavin^■  him 
in  straiczhtened  circumstances. 


JOHN   BROWN. 

One  day  in  June,  1859,  while  sittini;-  under  the  trees  in  front 
of  South's  Hotel,  a  tall,  muscular  stranj^er,  with  a  lonj;-,  full 
beard,  drove  up  to  the  tavern  and  had  his  horse  fed.  The 
wagon  was  filled  with  what  we  supposed  to  Ije  fork  handles, 
and  we  wondered  what  use  the  old  man  made  of  them,  and 
where  lie  was  going. 

The  following  October,  [ifter  Brown  had  failed  to  incite  the 
negroes  to  insurrection,  we  learned  that  the  mysterious  stranger 
was  John  Brown,  already  notorious  as  a  i)artisan  leader  against 
slavery  in  Kansas,  lie  had  rented  a  small  farm  on  the  Alary- 
land  side  of  the  Potomac  river,  near  Harper's  Ferry,  \^a.  Here 
it  was  that  he  had  stored  and  fashioned  those  handles  into  pikes, 
with  the  intention  of  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  the  slaves,  to 
be  used  against  their  masters. 

One  night  Browm  and  his  party  crossed  over  the  river  into 
Harper's  Ferry,  took  possession  of  the  United  States  arsenal, 
made  prisoners  of  many  of  the  citizens,  stoppetl  the  railway 
trains,  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  and  held  the  town  until  the  after- 
noon of  the  second  day,  when  the  regular  troops,  under  Capt. 
Rob.  E.  Lee,  stormed  and  captured  the  engine  house,  in  which 
he  had  taken  refuge. 

The  al)Ove  inciilent  suggested  to  Geo.  Alfred  Townsend  to 
write  his  poem,  "  Legend  of  Funkstown,"  from  wdiich  these  few 
verses  are  selected: 
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*'  Nick  Hammer  sal  in  luinkstown 

Before  his  tavern  djor — 
The  same  okl  bhie-slone  la\ern 

The  \vai;oiiers  knew  of  yore, 
When  the  ConestOKa  Schooners 

Came  staggering  under  their  load, 
And  the  Hnes  of  slow  ])ack-horses 

Stamped  over  the  National  road. 

One  day  in  June  two  wagons 

Came  over  Antietam  bridge 
And  a  tall  old  man  l>ehind  them 

Strode  up  the  turni>il:e  ridge. 
His  beard  was  long  and  grizzled, 

His  face  was  gnarled  and  long, 
His  voice  was  keen  and  nasal. 

And  his  mouth  and  eye  were  strong. 

One  wagon  was  full  of  boxes 

And  the  other  full  of  poles, 
As  the  weaver's  wife  discovered 

Wlrile  the  weaver  took  the  tolls. 
Two  young  men  drove  the  horses, 

And  neither  the  peoj^le  knew; 
But  young  Nick  asked  a  ([ueslion 

And  the  old  man  looked  him  through." 

Brov.-n  and  his  co-cons]Mrators  wcvc  turned  over  to  the  State 
of  Virginia,  taken  to  Charlestown,  tried,  convicted  and  hanged 
for  their  crime  against  the  State. 

John  Smith,  a  poor  wretch,  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life  for 
murdering  a  young  girl.  The  execution  took  place  in  Hagers- 
town,  on  a  vacant  lot  near  the  county  j.'dl,  and  a  great  crowd  of 
men,  women  and  boys  witnessed  the  tragetly.  i  had  a  posi- 
tion within  fifty  feet  of  the  gibbet.  The  j^risoner  had  completely 
lost  his  nerve,  and  two  men  assisted  him  to  ascend  the  scahold. 
As  he  stood  on  the  trap,  his  body  was  couvulscvl  v:ith  fear,  and 
he  cried  like  a  baby  as  the  l)lack  cap  was  drawn  over  his  head 
and  the  noose  adjusted  about  his  neck.     As  1  now  recall  that 
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painful  scene,  I  am  f()rcil>ly  reminded  of  that  similarity  of  mor-  j 
bid  cnriosit}-,  as  described  in  the  Crucifixion,  by  the  writer  of  ; 
Barabbas:  "  Fearful  and  unnatm-al  a-^  it  seems,  it  is  nevcrihelcss  j 
true,  that  in  all  aL;es  the  living-  have  found  a  peculiar  and  awful  j 
satisfaction  in  watching  the  agonies  of  the  dying."  ' 

In  Alay,  i860,  the  convention  of  the  Republican  party  met  at  | 
Chicago  and  nomin;ited  Mr.  Lincoln  as  its  candidate  for  the  1 
presidency.  Lincoln  was  on  record  as  saying,  "'Mil-  Union  j 
could  not  permanently  endure,  half  slave  and  half  free."  This 
was  enough  to  show  how  he  felt  toward  the  S^)uth. 

Li  April,  i860,  the  Democratic  convention  met  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  disagreeing  on  lines  of  party  policy  for  the 
coming  campaign,  adjourned  and  met  again  in  Baltimore  in 
June,  and  again  failing  to  agree,  separated  and  made  their 
respective  nominations  apart. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  was  nominated  by  the  north- 
ern wing  of  the  party,  lie  was  the  author  of  the  doctrine  of  1 
"  Squatter  Sovereignty  " — giving  the  people  of  the  territories  t 
the  right  to  determine  whether  slavery  should  exist  or  not,  com-  » 
pletely  ignoring  Congress  in  the  matter.  j 

fohn  C.  Breckenridge,  of  Iventucky,  was  nominated  by  the 
southern  wing,  or  States-Rights  party.  They  contentled  that 
the  territories  were  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  protect  both 
persons  and  property  (slaves),  while  such  territory  was  under  its 
control. but  admitting  the  right  of  the  people  in  forming  a  State, 
out  of  such  territory,  to  determine  if  slavery  should  exist  or  not. 
In  May,  i860,  the  *'  Union"  party  met  in  Baltimore  and  nomi- 
nated John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  as  their  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. They  ignored  the  territorial  (piestion  entirely — declared 
that  they  would  stand  by  the  "  Constitution,  the  Union,  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  laws." 

The  question  wdiether  Congress  had  the  power  to  legislate 
slavery  into,  or  exclude  it  from,  the  territories  belt^nging  to  the 
United  States,  had  been  a  subject  of  angry  discussion  and  sec- 
tional strife  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  split  in 
the  Democratic  party  on  the  territorial  (juestion  secured  the 
election  of  ]\Ir.  Lincoln,  the  Southern  States  seceded  from  the 
Union,  and  our  Civil  War  began. 
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On  April  the  I3lh  ('61)  l^^ort  Sumter  was  br)rnl)arde(l  and 
surrendered  to  the  Confederates.  Two  (hiys  later  President  Lin- 
coln issued  his  call  for  75,000  troops  to  put  down  the  rcbelli(jn. 
Two  days  after  this  event  Virginia  passed  the  ordinance  of 
secession. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  just  as  1  was  open- 
ing the  ofhce,  the  United  States  soldiers,  that  had  been  guarding 
the  arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry,  passed  hurriedly  through  the 
town,  g'oing  northward,  having  set  hre  to  the  Government  projj- 
erty  before  they  left. 

After  the  bombardment  of  Sumter,  it  was  either  Union  or 
Rebel,  and  much  bad  blood  was  displayed  by  both  parties,  and 
this  bitter  feeling  continued  to  exist  long  after  the  war  closed. 

The  village  of  Funkstown  had  been  overwhelmingly  Demo- 
cratic for  years,  and  in  the  election  just  closed,  the  majority  of 
the  party  being  "  States  Rights,"  voted  for  Breckenridge.  The 
Whigs  and  wdiat  was  left  of  the  old  "  Know-Nothing  "  party 
cast  their  vote  for  Bell — not  a  single  vote  being  cast  for  Lincoln. 
As  a  rule  the  Democrats  sided  with  the  South. 

John  Betts  kept  one  of  the  hotels  and  was  a  rank  secessionist. 
He  iiad  a  pole  erected  in  front  of  his  house  from  which  floated 
the  Palmetto  fiag,  causing  much  angry  discussion. 

BRAVE   BUT   TOOTHLESS. 

Hanson  Beachlcy,  who  clerked  in  Davis'  store  just  below 
Bett's  Hotel,  was  a  Unionist.  He  paraded  around  the  streets 
with  an  old  flint-lock  musket,  boasting  that  he  was  ready  to 
go  and  help  to  defend  the  Capital  from  the  Rebels,  but  later, 
when  Maryland  refused  to  furnish  her  quota  of  volunteers,  and 
the  conscript  officer  made  his  appearance,  Beachley  was  one  of 
the  first  to  get  exempt  from  military  service — excuse,  false  teeth. 

This  was  so  good  that  young-  Kerfoot,  the  town  rhymer, 
immortalized  Beachley's  patriotism: 

"  Where's  your  Hanson  Beachley,  the  man  that  was  so  brave, 
He  swore  he'd  fight  the  Rebels,  this  Union  he  would  save, 
But  wdiere  is  he  now,  in  the  time  he's  needed  most, 
He  pulls  out  his  false  teeth,  and  looks  like  a  ghost." 
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Early  in  the  summer  of  '6i  a  brii^radc  of  Federal  soldiers  from 
Rhode  Island  passed  through  the  town  and  went  into  camp  in 
Hunter's  fieUl.  Col.  Burnside  was  in  command  of  one  nf  the 
regiments.  This  was  the  first  large  body  of  trr)0])S  I  had  ever 
seen,  and  they  impressed  me  greall\-.  i  thought  all  the  men  in 
the  United  States  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  were  in  ihat 
body  of  troops  until  I  ascertainctl  ihcir  nmnber.  They  were  in 
cami)  but  a  short  time,  when  they  came  to  town  in  small  squads 
and  amused  themselves  by  making  the  prominent  S'.uihcrn 
sympathizers  hang  the  American  Hag  fr^jui  their  houses. 

Father  was  Pust-master  at  this  time,  and  1  assisted  in  the 
office  and  made  up  the  mail,  wTiich  was  carried  daily  by  a  f<<ur- 
horse  stage  coach  between  Hagerstuwn  and  Frederick.  The 
camp  nearby  greatly  increased  the  office  work,  notwithstanding 
that  some  of  our  Union  friends  rep(jrted  us  to  be  Kclicls,  and 
intimated  that  we  would  destroy  the  letters  instead  of  mailing 
them.  The  camp  broke  up  just  Ijcfore  the  first  battle  of  "  Bull 
Run." 


TOW  BOY. 

Some  time  before  the  War,  an  uncle,  Daniel  S.  Rentch,  of 
Shepardsiown,  Virginia,  had  been  oixjraling  several  boats  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

After  Virginia  seceeded,  to  prevent  the  boats  from  being  con- 
fiscated he  transferred  them  to  his  brother-in-law,  John  Eckert 
Knode,  who  had  always  been  a  Whig,  and  was  now  con^ddered 
a  Union  man. 

Knode  was  married  to  father's  sister,  and  in  the  following  fall 
he  and  father  put  the  boat  "  Ellen  Rentch  "  in  order,  purchased 
wheat  from  the  farmers,  taking  the  hrst  load  from  near  the  old 
Buchanan  place,  south  of  Downsville,  and  freighted  it  to 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia. 

It  might  as  well  be  recorded  here  that  Knode  was  a  farmer, 
and  resided  on  the  old  Michael  Stonebraker's  homestead,  adjoin- 
ing Bakersville,  near  the  Potomac  river. 
/    Being  a  Whig,  he  may  have  been  a  "  Union  man,"  brit  he  had  j 
married  a  Stonebraker,  and  all  the  world  knew  where  they  stooilj 
as  long  as  their  tongues  could  wag.  ,  --^ 


'.  '':'   i'<  ■     ■:.   .    ''■'    !'H-,,    ■■   ,'-v;   f,i   ^,,v.   :  Iivwi;'!      i^'  ')  ■  ;;  J' 

J'..'.::;-           1!     "!i'  / ';I<'/:i'' I    1...,  i;'fio.^.'' ••■'    I')  I;  i"i- "i    •■■  ''•         —  ''  J    jji:^ 

':.  :«■     '.■    .  .■■'  '"■      .■'■'>fi-(i.)ri  -J!  ■,,  '  ..•,;  ,'■    .  ■   .,'.>:.  \  -.m'^  >  .'i.<><j 

;>:     !■     '•    m:c:    .      iV'.'i    'f'j;/;''-,    ■.■Mji.ii',     ■>!?;'  no ;!.;:  i5  Juvl 'JO.  :3 

■■■'■••     ■      •'      ^,     ;':    ■■    'Mj     ■;!.:      i^'''  ;■.>:-.          '     ■  ■,  .^ij      ■-,■;,   ■  '     '  ,        -.-jj 

'--I      : ' '    ..'..'ill'   iiM    : '   ';..'■'■        '  ■' I  "";' '  iJi   ■■■!■     j,tl.:  '    '"^ 

-i''*'i  ;     ./'!   v'i'  !'!'•»   'i'."^  ;:':  .1    ii'-'ilv   ,''■•'.'     '■',!■  ■:]!-■    ■'  ''art   i>fj ';  w  ■  ■   ^O 

-'   '    '             '    ■\"     ■■■■•-<    1      '■{:>.    .  '■,■■■     '■'-,:    -I.  '     'I  ■•^.'    ;..'(•     !T*:.'.r  .;:'.  'HI 

'j!i:i-.':'    'i?:.     •  ■ ;  ,  v''iv-,"  •' .'li ;._.    .' i  .;._-.,■■  i  ^u-    .'t-,:;:  '  .i!;o 
»;•'.      '   ''    '■     ;• !  <]     ■•   l.':;i"!i:iii  . .   :.i.,i  ..••  i    'rr;' i    :'.;■■  it.:  ■)[•;.'"<  i.iil 

i>:'i'"';       -.'    !;»;•.,       K    .    :j-\'-)           1'     .;..,     -..i.    ',',:,     .' ■     ;;>    y  'ii'.ll 


■' t  ,  .       ■,..  i  ;,'■'  w'v'  lifi'ij;  i  .'([><■:  :".'j'  Is/,!'  .i;'!';r^.ri'\- \     ,  /Jiid 

.'i:.;,.'-^   :'i,IC)   r.r(;,  ..    ,.,  .1;.;!'") 


:':;rj;(h  .iv.'    •'■-fro  ;i;       •' 


i       i^l-j. 


(']    II    * ■  vtnvirrrl    m'k; 


?      ,v 


r'<;4_j,.  ^^.TnC- 


Ji^^-Mf^ 


^ ; ;pxif£(it.i  Krv^^tu^^-'_ ^ 


.MICIIAIOI.   STOMCiaiAXICIfS   !  1  ( JM  ICSTIOA  1),    lll'lLT    IMH. 

(Sp^^^jUj^  /  t^^^^^-^  ^o^^^^  /-uy^C^  ¥v^cx.<^ 


^ 


^ 


O'pvi/^^f^ 


'      fe-r-^^^  6,  TC^ct^^t 


O'TVLCyh^^utX-    ytiri^^^lO^OLJtt.^ 


t 


''t't^n?c-<2^ 


Z^ix^-'r-  cyl.-^.c^^^^.^  j-^c^^yf^Ci^^ 


^T'^-T-y 


i 


/5>-t^^- 


I     '   ,: 


Ti'  ,,i ; 


"^ 


A  Reckl  of  '6i.  41 

However,  in  the  following'  winter,  some  of  his  enemies — and 
I  they  were  not  Southerners,  either — set  lire  to  his  barn,  destroyed 
I  all  his  cro])s,  many  of  his  horses  and  cattle,  and  all  his  farming 
implements.  It  cost  something  in  those  days  to  Ije  joined  to  a 
Southern  woman  in  wedlock. 

They  employed  Captain  W^ade  to  steer  the  hoat.  lie  was  an 
industrious  hut  a  very  stubborn  man;  this  latter  trait  prijx'ed  to 
be  very  unfortunate  for  them,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see. 

The  farmers  hauled  the  wheat  to  the  landing  in  wagons,  and  I 
helped  to  carry,  weigh  and  em])ty  it  into  the  boat.  AV'hen  tlie 
boat  was  loaded,  we  started  on  ottr  jotnaiey,  I  driving  the  team 
which  consisted  of  three  horses,  and  they  pulled  the  loaded 
boat  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  cm  hour,  f-'ourteen  to  sixteen 
hours  was  a  day's  work;  to  accomplish  this,  we  had  to  be  up  early 
in  the  morning  and  go  late  into  the  night. 

I  soon  discovered  it  to  be  a  very  disagreeable  occupation. 
The  men  that  followed  the  canal  for  a  living  did  not  hesitate 
to  steal  anything  they  could  get  their  hands  on,  and  the  one  wlio 
could  use  the  foulest  language  was  considered  the  most  accom- 
plished boatman. 

When  near  our  destination  the  boat  sprmig  a  leak,  l)nt  w-e 
kept  her  afloat  by  pumping  until  we  reached  the  two-mile  level, 
had  the  water  drawn  off  and  corked  up  the  leak,  the  cargo  being 
but  little  damaged. 

It  was  Simday  when  we  reached  Cieorgetown.  As  the  dome 
of  the  Capitol  looked  as  though  it  was  but  a  short  distance 
away,  I  hurried  up  the  avenue  only  to  find  that  it  was  miles 
instead  of  blocks  before  reaching  that  majestic  pile  of  marl)le. 
While  here  I  went  to  the  theatre  for  the  first  time.  They  were 
playing  the  "  Colleen  Bawn."  What  a  grand  and  imposing 
sight  for  a  country  b>oy. 

We  made  several  trips  from  various  points  along  the  canal 
before  cold  weather  closed  navigation.  The  next  spring  we 
took  the  boat  on  the  \''irginia  side,  two  miles  above  Dam  Nmn- 
ber  4,  wdiich  was  in  big  slack  water.  We  received  the  farmers' 
wheat  at  Harrison's  Landing,  and  took  them  on  our  return  trips 
groceries,  etc. 

Father  had  been  informed  that  some  of  the  Unionists  had 
threatened  to  jiive  him  trouble  if  he  continued  to  trade  with  the 
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people.  We  finished  loading-  the  boat  about  five  o'clock,  but 
father  had  left  some  time  before  to  attend  to  some  business, 
expecting  to  meet  us  the  next  morning  further  down  the  river. 
Before  leaving  he  instructed  Wade  to  take  the  boat  over  on  the 
Maryland  side  of  the  river,  as  soon  as  she  was  loaded.  This 
Wade  failed  to  do  for  no  other  reason  than  to  have  his  own  way. 
Some  time  during-  the  night  a  squad  of  Yankee  soldiers,  led  Ijy  a 
citizen,  came  and  ordered  us  to  get  up  and  put  on  our  clijthes, 
go  back  into  Maryland,  and  not  come  to  Virginia  until  the  War 
was  over. 

After  we  left  tliey  untied  the  boat,  pushed  her  out  into  the 
current,  when  she  floated  down  the  river  and  over  Dam  Number 
4  and  broke  in  half.  Part  of  the  wreck  drifted  down  the  stream 
and  lodged  against  an  island,  just  opposite  where  father  had 
agreed  to  meet  us.  I  shall  never  forget  his  distress  and  tiie  sight 
of  the  big  tears  that  rolled  down  his  cheeks  when  we  explained 
to  him  how  it  occurred.  The  money  loss  to  him  was  about 
$4,500.00. 

POLITICAL  PRISONER. 

Hagerstown  is  the  county  seat  of  Washington  County.  For 
some  days  Prof.  Light  had  been  advertised  to  make  an  ascen- 
sion in  a  balloon  from  the  public  square  (August  9,  1862).  Boy 
like,  I  was  anxious  to  see  the  air  ship  make  the  trip,  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  I  went  to  town  for  that  purpose. 

The  town  had  been  occupied  by  Federal  soldiers  for  some 
time,  and  was  under  martial  law,  and  governed  by  a  provost- 
martial.  1  had  been  in  town  but  a  short  time  when  I  \vas  ar- 
rested by  a  soldier  and  taken  before  the  "  provo."  He  said  that 
I  had  been  reported  to  him  as  being  a  rebel  sympathizer,  and 
nuist  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  oath  at  that  time  was 
known  as  "  iron  clad,"  and  no  one  who  had  friends  South,  or 
S)mpathized  with  them,  could  possibly  subscribe  to  it  witliout 
mental  reservation  or  perjury. 

Many  of  our  citizens,  with  Southern  proclivities,  had  been  ar- 
rested and  required  to  take  the  oath  or  go  to  jail.  I  told  ihe 
marshal  that  I  was  but  a  l:)oy,  not  yet  out  of  my  teens,  that  ]  could 
not  help  being  born  and  raised  in  the  South,  that  it  was  only 
natural  that  my  feelings  were  in  that  direction,  luit  at  the  same 
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time  I  had  never  committed  any  overt  act  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  thonght  it  ])oth  unfair  and  unreasonable  {o  he  re- 
quired to  take  the  oath.  lie  said  "  take  the  oath  or  go  to  jail," 
so  to  the  jail  under  an  escort  of  a  hody  of  soldiers  I  went.  While 
on  the  way,  one  of  my  fellow  townsmen  followed  on  l)chind  cry- 
ing" "hang  him.''  It  was  he  thai  hatl  jnit  the  sohliors  cm  my 
track.  Some  nionths  })rior  to  this  event,  in  a  street  fight,  I  gave 
this  same  fellow  a  sound  thrashing.  Now  he  had  a  coward's  re- 
venge. When  I  reached  the  jail,  I  found  Jos.  R.  Williams  and 
S.  J.  Keller,  citizens  from  my  town,  wdio  had  been  incruTerated 
a  few  days  befoie,  besides  many  more  from  all  over  the  county. 
In  fact  the  jail  was  so  full  that  many  of  us  were  huddled  together 
in  the  yard,  wdiere  I  slept  the  first  night,  with  the  cellar  door 
for  my  bed  and  the  Heavens  for  my  covering.  It  rained  during 
the  night,  much  to  my  discomfort. 

The  next  day  my  parents  called  to  see  me,  and  brouglit  some 
bedding,  which  made  me  more  comfortable.  Our  jail  compan- 
ions in  the  yard  were  negroes,  horse  thieves  and  deserters  from 
the  Federal  Army. 

August  the  i8ih,  1862,  in  company  with  five  others,  I  was 
marched  to  the  Cumberland  Valley  Depot,  under  a  guard  of 
soldiers,  and  sent  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Here,  by  permission  of 
the  officer  who  had  us  in  charge,  we  dined  at  the  United  States 
Hotel.  This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  been  on  the  cars,  or 
dined  at  a  large  hotel.  Judge  Mason  had  much  fun  at  my  ex- 
pense, and  said  1  ought  to  thank  Uncle  Sam  for  giving  me  a  free 
ride. 

After  dinner  we  were  put  on  the  cars,  reached  Baltimore 
about  dark,  and  marched  to  the  Central  Police  Station  on  Sara- 
toga street  near  north.  Here  we  were  confined  in  a  dirty  little 
cell  hardly  big  enough  for  two.  Judge  John  T.  Mason,  ex- 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Maryland,  who  was  one  of  our 
party,  protested  so  vigorously  and  sent  out  so  many  notes  to 
his  friends  surreptitiously  that  we  were  finally  removed  to  an- 
other room  up  stairs,  with  a  cot  for  each  person. 

The  next  day,  about  noon,  two  hacks  drove  to  the  station, 
with  a  policeman  on  each  hack  as  a  guard.  Three  of  our  party 
got  in  each  carriage  and  drove  to  a  restaurant  on  German  street 
near  Sharp  and  got  something  to  eat.     .After  which  we  were 
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driven  to  1-^ort  jMcIIenry,  which  is  situated  on  a  point  of  land 
between  the  harl)or  and  the  Patapsco.  It  was  sncces.^fully  de- 
fended against  the  British  fleet  in  iSk],  and  l^'rancis  Scott  Key 
wrote  the  "  Star  Spangled  Banner  "  while  a  prisoner  on  a  J-"!riiish 
vessel  but  a  short  distance  down  the  bay. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  fort,  we  were  taken  before  General 
Morris,  the  connnandani.  lie  being  busy,  we  were  allowed  to 
stroll  through  the  grounds,  athniring  their  beauty.  1  was  espe- 
cially delighted  and  watched  the  soldiers  hshing  and  crabiiing 
from  the  wharf,  congratulating  ni)'self  uj)on  the  chruige  tr(;ni 
the  dirty  jailyard  to  this  delight  fid  ])lace;  but  alas  fur  human 
hopes  so  soon  to  be  lilasted.  The  Ca])lain  of  the  prison  took 
and  put  us  in  a  building  which  had  been  used  for  a  horse  stal>le, 
Init  now  the  guard  house.  It  was  hlihy  with  dirt  and  alive  with 
vermin,  ddie  stalls  wdiere  the  horses  once  stood  were  shelved 
oil  in  bunks  for  the  men  who  slept  there  without  bedding,  unless 
they  provided  blankets  for  themselves.  We  found  in  this  den  of 
misery  about  twenty  prisoners,  a  few  Confederate  soldiers,  the 
balance  citizens  from  Baltimore.  We  were  fed  by  the  Govcn- 
ment;  our  breakfast  consisted  of  a  tin  cup  of  black  colYee  and  a 
few  crackers,  called  "hard  tack,"  boiled  beef  an<l  soup  well 
seasoned  with  dies  for  dinner,  supper  being  the  same  as  brerdc- 
.  fast.  We  were  much  de])ressed  the  Ih-st  few  days,  but  it  is 
wonderful  how  soon  one  can  become  reconciled  to  almost  any- 
thing. In  a  few  days  kind  friends  from  the  city  sent  us  mat- 
tresses and  blankets,  improving  om"  condition  and  reviving  our 
sj^irits. 

The  Confederate  soldiers  enlivened  our  prison  with  their  War 
songs  and  stories.  In  a  few  days  1  was  taken  before  General 
Morris,  a  rough,  uncouth  Irish  soldier,  who  saiil  you  take  the 
oath  and  I  will  let  you  out.  I  declined  and  went  back  to  the 
stable. 

August  27th,  1862,  a  sergeant  and  six  soldiers  halted  in  front 
of  our  prison,  when  William-,  Kelier  and  three  olliers,  including 
m}'self,  were  put  under  guartl  of  this  scpiad  and  marched  out  Furt 
avenue  to  Light  street  and  thence  into  the  city.  So(jn  as  we  gni 
well  into  its  limits  a  crowd  of  men  and  boys,  both  black  and 
wdiite,  followed  after  us,  the  crowd  increasing  as  we  proceeded 
towards  the  center,  and  the  sergeant  becoming  alarmed,  and 
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fearing-  that  tliere  mii^iit  be  an  attempt  made  t(j  take  us  from 
him,  called  lustily  for  the  ])olice. 

\Vhen  we  reached  the  comer  of  Ilolliday  and  North  streets 
we  were  taken  into  General  Wool's  head(|uarters.  Me  was  a 
little,  old,  gray-headed,  \\ithered-l{joking  man,  73  \-ears  old  and 
weighings  ahout  90  pounds.  He  was  of  the  old  school,  gentle- 
manly and  mild-mannered  in  deportment.  Williams  acted  as 
our  spokesman  and  gave  him  a  history  of  our  arrest.  He  said 
that  our  imprisonment  was  certainly  illegal,  and  had  he  heen  in 
the  city  when  we  iirst  arrived,  he  would  have  released  us.  "hut 
you  now  nuist  take  the  oath,  so  1  can  have  some  excuse  wdien 
the  administration  at  Washington  wants  to  know  why  T  set  you 
free."     We  declined  and  were  marched  back  to  the  fort. 

During  the  months  of  our  incarceration,  many  persons  were 
put  in  our  prison  —  political  prisoners,  Confederate  soldiers, 
blockade  runners  and  horse  thieves.  Political  prisoners  pre- 
dominated; these  embraced  all  persons  wdio  had  Southern  pro- 
clivities. 

Very  few  remained  with  us  long;  there  was  a  constant  coming 
and  going.  The  Confederates  were  either  exchanged  or  trans- 
ferred to  some  other  prison;  the  political  prisoners,  after  a  few 
days'  confinement,  generally  took  the  oath.  Some  declared 
they  would  subscribe  to  ^anything  rather  than  remain  in  tliis 
"  hell-hole;  "  they  contended  that  no  moral  law  could  l)ind  a 
person  to  respect  an  oath  that  you  were  forced  to  take  —  the 
very  fact  that  force  being  used  justified  one  in  taking  it  with 
mental  reservation. 

It  took  me  a  long  time  before  I  coidd  make  up  my  mind  to 
take  this  view  of  the  matter.  A  Mr.  Sullivan  from  the  city  had 
been  one  of  the  inmates  of  our  room,  and  after  his  release,  sent 
to  our  party  a  lot  of  pipes  and  tobacco;  I  took  a  smoke  wdiich 
made  me  so  sick  that  I  remained  in  bed  two  days,  and  now  at 
the  age  of  more  than  fifty  years,  I  consider  that  it  w-as  the  most 
fortunate  spell  of  sickness  T  ever  had,  as  it  no  doubt  saved  me 
from  acquiring  that  senseless  habit  of  smoking. 

The  prisoners  passed  their  time  in  reading  and  various  other 
ways  —  many  gambled  from  morning  until  night,  and  often 
fought  over  the  game.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Antictam 
was  fought,  many  sick  and  wounded  Confederates  were  sent  to 
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the  fort,  and  a  number  put  into  onr  room.     This  increasec]  our 
misery;  one  soldier,  with  a  wound  in  the  head,  being  dehrious 
with  fever,  roamed  all  arountl  om"  room,  cryini;'  in  a  mournful 
voice,  "  Joe,  Loy  is  here."     This  j)Oor  fellow  died  from  sheer      » 
neglect.    The  Confederates  were  destitute  of  shoes  and  clothing-      { 
and  many  were  so  sick  that  they  could  scarcely  walk.  The  ladies       I 
from  Baltimore  —  among  which  was  a  Mrs.  Egerton,  whom  I       i 
shall   always   remember  with   much   pleasure,   and    I    am    sure       I 
many  others  from  all  over  the  Southdand  remember  her  acts       i 
with  gratitude  —  distributed  clothing  among  the  soldiers  and       ! 
brought  many  nice  things  to  eat.     The  Federals  had  a  convales- 
cent camp  in  the  fort-yard.     They  Ijecame  jealous  of  the  atten- 
tions the  ladies  paid  to  the  Confederates,  and  stoned  their  car- 
riages from  the  grounds. 

The  Rev.  Rob.  Douglas,  whose  home  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac  river,  opposite  Shcphcrdstown,  Va. —  the  same  per- 
son that  Uncle  Henry  Reel  took  me  to  hear  preach  wdien  but  a 
small  boy — shortly  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  was  arrested 
and  confined  in  several  prisons,  finally  reaching  Fort  McHenry. 

He  had  been  with  us  al)out  a, week,  when,  on  Sunday  even- 
ing (November  2,  1862),  he,  l)y  recjuest,  preached  to  us,  his 
subject  being  "  The  duty  of  children  to  their  parents,  and  man's 
duty  to  God  as  a  parent."  The  Doctor  was  a  remarkable  look- 
ing man  and  an  eloquent  speaker.  He  stood  six  feet  two  in 
height,  form  erect  as  an  Indian,  black  eyes,  clean  cut,  ruddy 
features,  his  long  white  hair  brushed  behind  his  ears,  almost 
reaching  his  shoulders. 

He  stood  in  the  middle  of  our  pen,  one  foot  resting  on  a  bench 
before  him,  with  no  light  save  the  reflection  of  the  lamp  froni  the 
outside,  and  as  his  Irish  blood  warmed  to  the  surroundings,  his 
clear,  musical  voice  penetrated  beyond  our  prison  walls,  attract- 
ing the  attention  of  the  guards,  who  suddenly  became  silent  and 
listened  attentively.  He  gave  me  a  Testament,  which  1  read 
through,  still  have  and  greatly  prize. 

Where  Sparrows  Point  Steel  Works  are  now  located  was  a 
woods.  As  the  early  frost  turned  the  leaves  their  autumn  color, 
it  made  my  heart  sail,  as  1  thought  of  home  and  its  glorious  for- 
ests, and  longed  to  be  free. 


.iO     j'j   .'  'J.!  ;  't    ^ . 


D^ 


•iuo  b^^f.rr/~if!  -rrr      .ii\<un  •j:ri)  oirtt  juq  ■;*♦'■' 'rt^'i  ti  bnii  ,JiO!  ^f{t 

Uihi  iJ-'vid  ;    ^!  ;!'{''■•    ii:'><^  '  ^f'O  fini'<rii;  '\r  ii    .  .    .  ,      

If).  ;'■■   f  i^r/i   'r:»(h  '.vi'M-ji  -!(,,,)■(    :'rIT     ''"'■■:■: il -i'l   v., si  ,t>o{^  "  ,->:ii<')V 

f"^il;Rf  3"rr    .yl!;  ■       ■  ;!:  hiih  )  CJ^li  i.'^di  jl'tf''  <^    '    •-■---  ,: 

I  i;:."m!-,7    '■•iM'7'  .,,  ■■■r>v/   f'.iilv*  ':;  ".rnc 

/•',;;     '.        ^i-i'':\,''yi  !);m:,I- i;  M)'"^.'      ■;;        •!•  _;<,  i!  >';:>dj;j   'vif^jn 

b'.-    ;•  .-ii-'io..;  'H'.:  ^noiv.i,  .:._.■,,; iok-  Ij  ,;J;;  Iri.eib  —    btLibij;;..   r'iivv 

t.  .!,r:  !-;;'  .?  .r.  .5!.,  -T--1  o'  Mr::    ■■.-,      ^  >'•    /vr-'  '  '  ■     - 

Vi/ui- ':;,'/!   r;:v).  ;;tU(h;    ■•:  v  i^  ;,;i  ,^  n;/!.;   ,„.  ,  -;:    ;,;  i)f>;!:/r'.. ,-,  bnj; 
■!-:)■.':;•    \',b.i;''.    tn;     (/■>;^•,'    .A:f    ■^■.    ;;'/',.W^    ''r     i!    ;;     ,;..'nl    i-flii       il 

•■■•■''i  "Ml,;; '*,,..'■  I  ;■  ..;.  V  .<  ;?  ■<  •    ■,' :,         ,  jfu:  ■.;.;;,  i-,.  fjolj  ■.-;  v-!f>'> 
i:i    v'.vj    •'.;>?   ./.'■'.   i)M;>j;'   ;>}*         ■'•\^'*.!:   J;  i::;wj  ^"r'     ■:;   ;  ' 

/'   '  ':i    .III.'   J't.;^i:j    ,■     ■'./   .,■;"'!•!'!    ,'fj'''';    i     'f;-;     ws    ;  ;>;  ,       . 


^  '\ 


A  Reijkl  of  '6i. 


47 


Judge  !\Iason  had  been  releast-d  for  ^ome  days;  he  took  a  great 
interest  in  us  and  endeavored  to  secure  our  release  without 
taking  thu  "  iron-clad  oath."  lie  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Newcomer 
drew  up  a  paper  which  Keller  and  1  agreed  to  s.ign;  they  took  us 
before  Gen.  Morris  and  subniiticd  it  to  him  for  approval;  he  -aid: 
"  I  consider  it  an  insult  to  bring  such  a  paper  for  my  insi>ec- 
tion;  if  I  had  my  way  with  these  people,  I  would  choke  the  oath 
down  their  throats  or  send  them  to  Botany  Bay  and  keep  them 
there  until  the  War  is  over." 

Keller  and  I  had  long  debated  whether  we  should  take  the 
oath  and  leave  our  "  den  of  misery."  We  finally  concluded  to 
swallow  the  pill.  Williams  could  not  make  up  his  mind  tu  do 
what  we  were  about  to  do;  an  intimacy  had  formed  between 
Williams  and  myself;  I  bade  him  good-bye  with  a  full  heart. 

When  we  reached  Gen.  Wool's  headquarters,  we  comjilied 
with  his  terms,  just  what  they  were  I  do  not  now  remember, 
but  it  was  the  objectionable  oath.  Keller  said,  "General,  our 
taking  the  oath,  does  not  change  our  sentiments."  "  Oh,"  re- 
plied the  General,  "  I  don't  expect  it  will;  if  it  does,  we  have 
changed  a  great  many  in  th^  past  few  months."  To  me,  it 
seemed  the  height  of  foolishness  to  force  a  person  to  do  an  act 
against  his  will  and  expect  him  to  respect  it.  I  certainly  had 
no  such  intention. 

We  remained  in  Baltimore  a  few  days  taking  in  the  sights  and 
went  to  the  fort  to  see  Williams,  before  leaving  for  home.  We 
proceeded  to  Frederick  by  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  and  from  there 
took  the  old  four-horse  stage  coach,  reaching  home  the  evening 
of  November  the  nth,  1862,  to  the  surprise  and  joy  of  our 
friends. 

As  the  War  progressed,  the  Federal  authorities  at  Washing- 
ton issued  permits  to  persons  whose  loyalty  was  unquestioned, 
to  established  stores  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  trade  with  the 
Southern  people  who  lived  within  the  Federal  lines.  Such 
a  store  had  been  located  in  Shephcrdstown,  Va.,  in  the  winter 
of  1862,  and  managed  by  H.  N.  Bankard,  of  Baltimore.  He 
employed  Daniel  S.  Rentch  to  assist  jiiin-  Early  in  the  year  of 
'63  uncle  wrote  for  me  to  come  and  help  them  about  the  store. 
The  store  was  located  on  the  main  street,  one  door  from  where 
uncle  lived,  and  with  whom  I  boarded.     Bankard  slept  in  the 
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store,  but  took  his  meals  at  the  same  place  where  I  did.  (Jiie 
night  about  two  o'clock  1  was  aroused  out  of  my  sleep  b)-  a 
most  unearthly  noise — by  some  one  Ideating  on  a  tin  pan  and 
cr_\-ing,  "Rentch!  Rentch!  the  Rebels  have  robbed  the  stcjre." 

Upon  investigation,  we  found  that  a  scpiad  of  Blackford's 
mounted  scouts  had  induced  J>ankard  tr-  oi)en  the  store  duor, 
when  they  walked  in  and  helped  themselves  while  one  of  their 
number  stood  guard  over  him. 

Shortly  before  they  had  securctl  what  plunder  they  wanted, 
Bankard  slij)ped  into  a  sifle  room  at  the  rear  of  the  warehouse,  | 
where  a  window  opened  into  the  back  yard.  Fortunately  fcjr  ^ 
Ihm,  one  of  the  14x16  panes  was  broken,  over  which  paper  had  f 
been  pasted,  and  through  this  he  jumj;ed  head  first  into  the  yard  | 
and  thence  to  the  kitchen  of  our  house,  where  he  secured  the  } 
tin  pan  with  which  he  roused  the  household.  \ 

They  took  about  two  thousand  dollars  worth  of  the  stock,  I 
when  the  parties  who  owned  the  store  sent  William  E.  Woody,  ! 
from  Baltimore,  to  look  after  their  interest,  and  I  lost  my  po- 
sition. 

In  less  than  two  months  they  made  another  raid  on  the  store, 
when,  after  helping  themselves,  they  made  Bankard  go  though 
the  same  performance  at  the  point  of  the  ])istol,  anil  it  was 
thereafter  known  as  "  Bankard's  hole."  This  last  raid  ended 
the  project. 


WANDERING. 

During  the  dreary  and  monotonous  days  that  I  spent  in  Fort 
McHenry  as  a  political  prisoner,  I  formed  an  attachment  for  one 
of  my  fellow  sufferers  which  ripened  into  friendship  as  the  years 
increased. 

Although  some  years  my  senior,  we  were  much  together  en- 
joying the  beautiful  scenery  of  tiie  garden  spot  of  the  State,  as 
we  wandered  along  the  l)anks  of  the  Antietam  and  over  the 
hills  and  through  its  fields  and  forests. 

One  of  our  favorite  walks  took  us  by  a  fine  spring,  which 
flowed  from  beneath  a  green  slope  and  emptied  into  the  creek 
at  one  of  its  bends. 
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At  this   i)icturesc|ue   s]TOt,   nmler  tlie  shade  cjf  a   n()l)le  elm, 
j    we  often  rested  and  were  deli;j,-lited  witli  the  melodious  note.-,  of 
the  birdr^  as  they  sane;'  to  tlieir  mate.s  dnrini^  nesiini^  time. 

The  \\\\d  .L^rape  liad  a  peculiar  laseination  fc^r  me.      How   I 
l<jved  to  ilraw  near  a  dense  clunij)  ol'  trees  made  niore  so  h)'  this 
j    clin^'inL;-  \-ine,  when  the  air  was  frei,<.dite<l  with  the  ar(jma  of  its 

i  bloom.  No  perfume  could  e(|ual  its  fi'a^-rance,  not  even  the  del- 
icate odor  t)f  the  palmetto,  in  which  the  l)ees  hum  the  whole  day 
Iloni;-.  When  fall  had  striij])ed  the  vine  of  its  leaves  and  the 
frost  had  mellowed  the  wild  llavor  of  its  fruit,  I  was  a  frecpient 
f'  visitor,  to  the  dismay  ol  the  birds. 

A  visit  to  the  sprinj^  a  short  time  since  showed  that  the  wood- 
man's axe  had  destroyed  much  of  the  timber  and  changed  the 
whole  face  of  nature.  Idie  elm  had  k)sl  its  vis^'fjr,  and,  like  an 
oUl  man,  commenced  to  decay  at  the  top.  Time  had  thinned  it 
of  so  many  of  its  Ijranches  that  it  no  Ioniser  shaded  the  green 
slope  from  the  July  rays  of  tlie  noonchiy  sun. 

"  The  spriu'j^  that  bubbled  'iieath  tlie  hill,  down  by  the  spreading 
beech, 
Is  very  low,  but  once  so  hi^h  that  we  could  scarcely  reach, 
On  stooi)ing  down  to  get  a  drink,  dear  Tom.      I  started  so, 

To  see  how  greatly  1  had  clianged  since  twenty  years  ago. 

"  Near  by  the  spring,  upon  an  elm,  you  know,  I  cut  your  name; 
Your  sweetheart's  just  beneath  it,  Tom.,  as  you  did  mine  the 

same: 
Some  heartless  wretch  had  pealed  the  Ijark,  'twas  dying,  sure 

l)ut  sk)w, 
Just  as  the  one  whose  name  was  cut,  died  twenty  years  ago." 

KETBEAT  FROM  GETTYSBURG. 

I  The  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  fought  e)n  the  first,  second  and 
.  third  days  of  July,  1863.  (jeneral  Lee  retired  from  the  field  on 
the  night  of  the  fourth,  moving  t(jwards  Wilhamsport,  where  he 
intended  to  cross  the  Potomac.  General  Hill's  corps  preceded 
everything  through  the  mountain  ])ass  at  Monterey;  the  main 
portion  of  the  wagon  trains  and  ambulances  followed  under  the 
special  charge  of  General  Imljoden.  T(3  General  Stuart  was 
I  4 
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assigned  the  duty  of  protect inu;'  the  nrink  of  this  train.  Hi' 
moved  his  cnhmiu  bv  hhiiiiK-lshiir^"  and  thence  ihrou^.'h  llar- 
haiii^h's  X^ahey  \'ia  Zion  C'hurch.  ilere  he  (h\ided  liis  ccni- 
niand  in  order  to  make  tlie  pa^sa^a'  (tf  ihe  mountain  more  cer- 
tain. Chambhss'  ljri!j;ade,  under  his  immediate  connnand, 
mo\'ed  to  the  right,  towards  Leitei^hurg,  wlule  C"oh  h\'rguson, 
^^■ith  Jenlcin's  Ijrigade,  passed  to  the  left  towards  Smithhurg. 
Before  reaching  tlie  west  entrance  of  tliis  pass,  dencral  Stuart 
found  that  it  was  held  by  Kilpatrick's  C."a\alry,  so  he  dismounted 
a  portion  of  his  coiumand  and  fought  from  crag  to  crag  Ijcfore 
lliev  were  dislodged.  He  forced  the  passage  of  the  mountain 
late  in  the  afternoon  and  moveil  to  llagerstown. 

(General  Kilpatrick  retired  to  Boons] loro,  where  he  and  (jen- 
eral  Buford  arranged  a  i)lan  to  renew  the  hglit  the  next  ilay  (6). 
lvill»atrick  was  to  move  against  Stuart  at  Hagerstov.  n,  while 
Bmford  was  to  attack  anel  capture  the  trains,  which  had  a^bcm- 
bled  at  WilliamsiJinl,  the  late  rains  having  made  the  fortl  impas- 
sable at  that  point. 

Gen.  Jeb.  Stuart,  in  his  rei)ort,  says: 

"  Having  heard  from  the  conuuanding  general  about   day- 
light  the  next   morning,   ami   being  satishcd    that   all   ul   Kil- 
patrick's force  had  gone  to  Boonsboro,  I  immediately,  notwith- 
standing the  march  of  a  greater  portion  of  both  the  preceding 
nights,  set  out  for  Boousbc^-o.      Having  reached  Cavetown,  I 
di'-ected  Gen.  Jones  to  proceed  on  the  BoonsJjoro  road  a  lew 
miles,  and  thence  proceed  to  Funkstcjv/n,  wdiicli  point  1  desired 
him  to  hold,  covering  the  eastern  front  of  Hagerstown.      Cliam- 
l)liss'  brigade  proceeded  direct  from  Leitersbiirg  to  Hagerstown, 
and  Robertson's  took  the  same  route,  both  together  a  very  small 
command.     Diverging  from  Jones'  line  of  march  at  Cavetown, 
I  proceeded  with  Jenkin's  brigade  by  way  of  Chewsville  toward 
Hagerstown.     Upon  arriving  at  the  former  place,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  was  nearing  Hagerstown  with  a  large 
force  of   cavalry   from   the   direction   of   Boonsboro,   and   C  ol. 
Chambliss  needed  reinforcements.   Jenkin's  brigade  was  pusujd 
forward,  and  arriving  before  Hagerstown,  found  the  enem\   in 
possession;  made  an  attack  in  Hank  by  this  road,  Jones  comint; 
up  further  to  the  left  and  opening  with  a  few  shots  of  artillery. 
A  small  bodv  of  infantry,  under  Brigadier  Gen.  Iverson,  also 
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held  the  north  e(lg"e  of  the  town,  aiiled  l;y  ihc  c;i\'ah-y  of 
Rol)ertb(Mi  and  Chanil)h'ss.  ()nr  c^peraiinns  here  were  ninch 
enil)arras>ed  by  onr  inx-at  chlVicnlty  in  })re\entin<f  ihi.>  hiter  force 
from  mistaking;"  us  for  the  enemy,  several  shots  striking;  \-ery 
near  onr  cohnnn.  1  felt  sure  iliat  the  enemy's  de^!;4n^  were 
directed  ai^ainst  Williamspori,  where  I  was  infijrinc-d  1)\-  ( ien. 
Jones  (jnr  wagons  were  congregiUed  in  a  narrow  sj^ace  at  the 
foot  of  a  hill  near  the  river,  which  was  too  much  swtdlen  to  ad- 
mit their  i)assage  to  the  sovuh  l-ank.  1  therefore  urged  on  all 
sides  the  most  vig(jrous  attaclc,  to  save  uuv  trains  at  Wihiams- 
I)ort.  (Jur  fe>rce  was  perce[)tihl_\  nmch  smaller  than  ihe  ene- 
my's, Inn  hy  a  hold  front  and  determined  attack,  with  a  reliance 
on  that  heli>  which  has  never  failed  me,  T  hoj^ed  to  rai>e  the  siege 
of  Williamsport,  if,  as  1  believed,  that  was  the  real  object  of  the 
enemy's  designs. 

"Ilagerstown  is  six  miles  from  Williamsijort,  the  coniUry  be- 
t\veen  being  almost  entirely  cleared,  but  intersected  b}'  innumer- 
able fences  and  ditches,  ddie  two  ])laces  are  connected  by  a 
lane,  a  perfectly  straight  macadamized  road. 

"The  eneniy's  skirmishers  fought  di>monnted  from  street  to 
street,  and  some  time  elapsed  befm-e  the  t':)wn  was  entirely  clear, 
the  enemy  taking  the  road  hrst  towards  Sharpsburg,  but  after- 
wards turning  to  the  \Villiams])ort  road.  Jnst  as  the  town  was 
cleared  I  heard  the  sound  of  artillery  at  Williamsport. 

"The  cavalry,  except  two  brigades  with  Gen.  h'itz.  Lee,  was 
now  |)retty  well  concentrated  ai  ilagerstown,  and  one  column, 
under  Col.  Chambiiss,  was  pushed  directl}-  down  the  road  after 
the  enemy,  while  Robertson's  two  regiments  and  Jenkin's 
brigade  kept  to  the  left  of  the  road,  moving  in  a  parallel  dir-Ction 
to  Chambiiss.  .'V  portion  of  Stuart's  ilorse  Artillery  also  ac- 
companied the  mo\ement.  The  Ninth  and  Thirteemh  Virginia 
Cavalry  participating  with  marked  gallantry.  The  cohnnn  on  the 
flank  was  now  hurried  up  to  attack-  the  enemy,  but  the  obstacles, 
such  as  post-and-rail  fences,  delayed  its  progress  S(J  long  that  the 
enemy  had  time  to  rally  along  a  crest  of  rocks  and  fences,  from 
wdiich  he  opened  with  artillery,  raking  the  road.  Jenlcin's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  dismount  and  deploy  over  the  ditheult 
ground.  Tliis  was  done  with  marked  effect  auvl  boldness,  Lt. 
Col.  Witcher,  as  usual,  distinguishing  himself  by  his  courage  and 
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cunduct.  The  enemy  tliiis  cli:-li)(lL;'ed,  was  cKi>cl_\'  [jresscii  hy 
ihc  Munnueil  ca\alrN',  Inii  made  one  elioii  ai  cuunier  eliari^e, 
wliieli  was  L;allanlly  met  and  repnlsed  1))-  Col.  James  1>.  (iia"d>>n, 
cunnnandin;^  a  frag-meni  of  the  I'dftli  North  Carulina  L"a\ali\, 
that  ofhcer  exhibiting-  nnder  my  eye  indi\-iihial  prowess,  de.^er\- 
ini^'  special  C(»mmendalion.  The  rejails^  was  soun  alter  eoii 
\-erted  into  a  lajnt  l^y  CoL  L(jmax".^  re-iment,  the  hde\enth  \  ir- 
i^inia  Ca\ah'y,  of  Jones'  brigade,  whicli  now  took  the  road  nnder 
the  Ljailant  leadership  of  its  colonel,  and  with  di-awii  sahers 
charii,x'd  down  the  tttrnpike  imder  a  fearfnl  hre  of  artiller\-. 

"  The  enemy  was  now  very  near  W'illiamsport,  and  the  deter- 
mined and  vi.^'orous  attack  in  his  rear  soon  compelled  him  to 
raise  the  siei;-e  of  the  place  and  leave  l>y  the  Downsville  road." 

In  this  engagement  (Jen.  Stnart  lost  254  ofticers  and  men, 
exclusive  of  Jenkins'  brigade,  from  wdiich  no  report  was 
received. 

Kili)atrick  and  Buford  lost  401,  and  Gen.  Bnfor^l  says  in  his 
report:  "  W  hile  our  hottest  coittest  was  in  progress,  Gen.  Kil- 
patrick's  guns  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Hagei;stown. 
"  *  *  Just  before  dark,  Kilpjatrick's  troops  gave  way,  pass- 
ing to  my  rear  by  the  right,  and  were  closely  followed  b\  the 
enemy.  *  '^  '^  The  expedition  had  for  its  object  the  tle- 
struction  of  the  enemy's  trains,  supposed  to  be  at  \\  illiamsport. 
This,  I  regret  to  say,  was  not  accomplished.  The  enemy  was 
too  strong  for  me,  bitt  he  was  severely  i)unished  for  his  obsti- 
nacy." 

The  next  day,  the  6th,  the  United  States  Cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  Lt.  Col.  Noland,  advanced  against  Funkstown  and 
drove  the  Confederates  into  town.  Lt.  Col.  Thos.  Arar>hall, 
with  Companies  F  and  G  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalrw  at- 
tacked and  drove  them  several  miles  down  the  pike,  killing  and 
capturing  59  of  their  number. 

General  Stuart,  now  being  sorely  pressed  by  greatly  sui:»erior 
mimbers,  asked  for  infanlr)'  to  stip])(u1  his  artillery.  (  .eneral 
Longstreet  sent  him  tw(j  brigades  —  Sennne^',  imder  C.'ol. 
I)ryan,  and  .-Vnderson's,  itnder  C/ol.  W.  W.  Wdn'te. 

I  ha\e  detailed  the  movements  (^f  General  Stnait  from  Gcltxs- 
burg  thus  far  in  order  to  give  a  description  of  the  engagement 
which  took  place  on  July  the  10th.  ii^''3,  as  the 
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BATTLE   OF   PUNKSTOWN. 

On  Friihiy  niornin.L;',  fnur  mins  n{  C'onipan)'  A,  I-'irsi  Xdilli 
Carolina  Anillery,  nndoi"  Capi.  Alruily,  were  j)lace(l  on  ihe  crol 
of  ihc  hill  in  (jilhcil's  tield,  diicetly  east  of  the  town.  'l"\\o 
ljri_L;'a<les  of  infantry  from  ].ony,sti"eet's  Corps  .-ii|)]ii  u'ted  this 
battery,  Semnies'  liri^ade  heint^  placed  on  the  north  .-^ide  an.l 
Anderse)n's  on  the  south  side  of  the  tiirn])ilce  that  le:'.ds  fioni 
Funkstown  to  liea\er  Creek.  ( 'n  the  Hank  (jf  each  nf  the,-,e 
brig'ades  dismounted  ca\-alry  was  placed — tlie  right  resting  un 
the  National  pike  near  the  Antietam,  just  north  of  llauck'.^  kargc 
stone  i>arn,  audi  Chew's  l)attery  of  Stuart's  Horse  /Vrlillery  sup- 
ported these  troops.  The  left  rented  on  the  road  thai  leads  to 
Smithburg,  and  near  the  old  Kem^'j  hotise.  Sharpshooters  be- 
ing- posted  in  the  large  stone  barn  belonging  to  John  \V.  Stone- 
braker  and  the  line  oi  battle  being  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent. 

I'^arly  in  the  morning,  the  hrst  division  of  Major  Cen.  i'leas- 
onton's  Cavalry,  three  lirigades  commanded  b\-  15rig.  Cen. 
Buford  were  disnn)nnted  and  formed  in  liiu-  as  follows:  Tlte 
reserve  brigade,  imder  Cen.  Merritt,  being  on  the  right,  the  first, 
under  Col.  Camblc  in  the  center,  and  on  bcjtli  siiles  eif  tlie 
National  pike,  the  second  under  Col.  Devin,  on  the  left.  '1  his 
line  was  sup])orted  b)'  two  sections  of  Tidball's  Li.-.dit  Horse 
Artillery.  They  atlvanced  up  the  Rocmsboro  pike,  driving  the 
Confederate  skirmishers  beft)re  them  and  made  a  vigorous  at- 
tack on  Stuart's  right,  but  were  re[)ulsed  in  fme  st\le.  I.t.  Col. 
Witcher's  dismoimted  cavalry,  wIkj  were  i)Osted  behind  a  stone 
fence,  south  of  the  town,  on  the  Hauck  f.arm,  su.^tained  the 
brunt  of  this  assault.  These  trcjops  behaved  gallantly  and  held 
their  ground  with  unllinching  tenacil)\ 

Directly  in  front  of  Manly's  battery,  some  eight  hundred 
yards  distant,  was  a  piece  of  heavy  timber,  known  as  St(jver's 
woods,  the  reserve  brigade  of  lUiford's  right,  in  its  advance, 
swung  around  and  occulted  a  jiorticiu  of  this  timber. 

Major  General  Sedgwick,  counn.inding  the  Sixth  <  "orps,  says: 
"  The  enemy  was  posted  near  Funkstown,  and  the  corps  UKn'ed 
uj)  and  took  position  after  crossing  Beaver  Creek.  The  Ver- 
mont brigade,  Grant's,  of  the  Second  Division,  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  covering  :i  front  of  over  two  miles,  and  during  the 
afternoon  repulsed  three  successive  attacks  made  in  line  of 
battle." 
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The  left  of  the  Vermont  hrij^acle  occiipied  a  porf'on  of  Sto^'c-r's 
woods,  its  Hue  nmninij;  in  a  noilhwe'-lcrlv  chreriion  thrini'_;h 
Stocksla_L;x'r's  and  I'aker's  huul,  its  rii^ht  restinc;"  ()n  the  road  eiisl 
of  Stoneliraker'.s  harn.  The  Third  New  York  battery,  under 
Capt.  Ilarn,  and  Company  C,  First  Rliode  Island  battery,  under 
Capt.  Waterman,  supported  this  line  of  infantry. 

From  this  woods  sharp.diouters  had  l)ecn  adwanced  in  force 
to  Stover's  barn,  which  \vas  about  four  hundred  }-ards  from  the 
Confederate  line.  Colonel  Wdiite,  with  Anderson's  brii;ade, 
pushed  forward  and  drove  the  J'V'derals  out  and  from  behind  the 
barn  and  throuL;h  two  oi)cn  lields  to  the  edi^e  of  the  woods. 
Just  as  they  reached  the  fence  ol  the  secoiid  lield,  Manlv'.-  bat- 
tery exploded  several  shells  anions,''  them,  killiuL^  and  wounding- 
six  of  their  number.  It  is  bad  enou-h  to  have  to  face  the  deter- 
mined hre  of  the  enem}',  without  haviuL;-  death  lurkin^-  in  vour 
rear.  This  accident  was  caused  by  a  defective  fuse  in  the  Con- 
federate shells,  and  somewhat  disconcerted  and  checked  their 
advance,  but  they  soon  I'allied,  climbed  a  post  arid  rail  fence, 
and  pushed  half  way  across  a  newdy  plowed  corn,  held  to  wiiliin 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  woods  in  whicli  (drant's  and  Dufi.rd's 
men  were  sheltered  l;ehind  trees  and  large  rc;.cks.  Here  they 
met  with  a  more  determined  resistance  and  sustained  their  heav- 
iest loss.  General  Fitz.  Lee,  seeing  no  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  ci  further  advance,  ordered  them  to  desist  and  return  to  tlieir 
original  position. 

Manly's  battery  went  into  action  about  six  a.  m.,  and  contin- 
ued engaged  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  He  shelled  Stover's 
woods  at  a  furious  rate  and  fought  Tidl)airs  battery  with  effect, 
compelling  them  to  change  their  position  several  times  during 
the  engagement.  While  the  hght  \vas  raging  on  the  right  and 
center,  a  portion  of  Gen.  Fitz.  Lee's  brigade  under  Ca])l.  Wool- 
dridge,  was  hotly  engaged  on  the  left  with  Grant's  right,  hnally 
compelling  them  to  seek  shelter  in  Stonobraker's  woods,  better 
known  as  ''  The  Cedars." 

The  killed  and  wounded  on  both  siiles  in  this  erigagement  was 
479,  as  follows:  Vermont  l)rigade,  Federal,  i;/;  lUiford's,  Fed- 
eral, ()().  ( )n  tlie  Conleilerate  side,  Anderson's,  uy,  and 
Stuart's,  I5(». 

The  advance  of  the  Federals  met  with  such  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance at  the  hai  ds  of  the  Confederates  that  they  withdrew  from 
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the  wuods  and  fell  Ijack  lo  the  "  1  IiKip-iJule  "  whkhIs  clnriuL;-  llic 
night. 

•  I'^roni  the  garret  of  Mrs.  JCeller's  house  I  saw  a  pin'tiun  (jf  lliis 
fight.  The  wounded  were  brought  into  lovvn,  and  Airs. 
Chane}'"s  large  dwc-lling  was  taken  for  a  hospital,  ddie  sur- 
geons had  a  table  in  the  \\ard  under  bo'.ne  trees,  and  anipulalod 
anus  and  legs  like  sawing  limbs  Iruni  a  tree.  It  was  a  he»rribK: 
sigiit. 

Major  McDaniel,  of  Georgia,  was  among  the  woundetl.  lie 
was  brought  t(j  Mrs.  Keller's  on  a  mattress  and  laid  mm  the 
pavement.  lie  had  a  fearful  looking-  wound  in  his  .andumen, 
the  entrails  protruding  to  an  alarming  extent.  .Vs  I  st(jod  look- 
ing, with  pitying  eye,  a  surgeon  eanie  and  examined  the  wound. 
McDaniel  had  an  impediment  in  his  speech  and  asked  the  Doc- 
tor to  tell  him  the  truth,  did  he  think  the  wound  was  mortal? 

dhe  ]3octC)r  said  he  didn't  know,  but  he  thought  it  was. 
Mcl^aniel  then  said,  "  Dulce  et  decorum  est,  pro  patria  mori." 
A  brave  and  patriotic  sentiment,  but  I  could  not  help  but  think 
it  was  sweeter  to  live. 

lie  was  taken  into  the  house  and  placed  on  a  table,  when  an 
army  surgeon  tried  to  push  the  eiurails  back  imo  the  wound 
with  his  fingers;  this  he  could  not  do.  Doctor  Boteler,  our 
town  pln'sician,  who  was  about  half  drunk,  being  in  the  room 
and  seeing  the  difliculty,  said,  "  Damn  it.  Doctor,  dilate  the 
wound."  This  was  done  aiul  the  wound  was  dressed.  Major 
McDaniel  not  only  got  well,  Init  survived  the  War,  and  after- 
wards was  elected  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  (ieorgia. 

As  fast  as  the  wounded  were  dressed,  they  were  carried  into 
the  house  and  laid  on  the  floor  in  rows.  The  citizens  adminis- 
tered'to  their  wants;  many  died  and  their  cries  and  suffering 
were  tlistrcssing.to  behold.  Simon  l\node,  an  old  Methodist 
deacon,  added  very  much  to  the  confusion  as  he  prayed  and 
sang  to  the  (-lying. 

That  nigdit,  stamling  near  ^Irs.  l^eller's  house,  1  could  hear 
the  cries  of  the  wotmtled  that  had  l)een  left  on  the  baltlelield  to 
die. 

On  Sunday,  after  the  battle,  some  of  our  citizens  buried  the 
Confederate  dead  that  had  been  left  in  the  corn  field  just  v.liere 
they  lunl  died.      They  were  in  such  a  decomposed  state  that  we 
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coulil  not  move  them,  hut  <lu^-  hr)lc>  just  where  thcv  laid  and 
rolled  them  in  and  covered  them  uvlt  willi  earth.  It  was  a  \erv 
disa»'reeai)le  undertakinj;-. 

While  the  Confederates  \vere  in  town,  father  had  (ieiieral 
Stuart  to  i)reakfast.  After  the  meal  was  over,  the  ( leneral  stood 
on  tlie  porch  in  the  rain  with  uncovered  head,  viewim^  his  troops 
as  they  i)assed  down  the  National  ])ik-e.  I'^ather  j^ot  an  umlu'ella 
and  attempted  to  protect  the  (ieneral  frcjm  the  rain.  He 
pushed  it  aside,  sayinj^'  that  he  would  not  he  seen  with  that  over 
him  when  his  men  were  marchini^"  throui^h  the  rain. 

Wdnle  General  Stuart  en^ai^ed  the  h\'ilerals  east  of  Funks- 
town,  (ieneral  Lee's  Infantry  and  Artillery  to(jk  up  a  strc^iL,^  pcj- 
sition  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  h'unkstown  and  two  nhles 
south  of  Ilagerstown.  The  left  wiuL;-  of  his  line  of  hattle  con^ 
menced  in  a  [)iece  of  woods  on  the  St(jcks]a^-er  farm,  near  the 
Downsville  pike,  just  south  of  where  the  W'illiamsjx.rt  road 
crosses,  and  due  cast  throui^h  Stoxer's  land  to  and  across  the 
Sharpshurg  pike  into  a  piece  of  timher  on  the  h^yerly  farm. 
Here  it  turned  and  run  south  past  the  St.  James  Collei;e,  the 
rig-ht  resting-  on  the  Potomac,  helow  J)ownsville,  near  h'alling; 
Waters,  where  a  i)on^oon  l)ridge  had  heen  constructed. 

This  line  \vas  ah(jut  nine  miles  long,  and  the  troops  had  se- 
curely entrenched  themselves  and  now  awaited  the  hederal 
attack.  Longstreet's  corps  was  on  the  left,  Kwell's  in  the  cen- 
ter, and  A.  P.  Hill  held  the  right. 

General  Stuart  having  succeeded  in  masking  Gen.  Lee's  main 
line  until  the  entrenchments  were  com])]eted,  withdrew  his  cav- 
alry from  east  of  Funkstown,  on  the  morning  of  the  i_nh  and 
massed  them  on  the  left  of  the  main  hody,  facing  north,  the  line 
extending  west,  the  left  resting  on  or  near  Conococheague. 

General  Meade  now  advanced  his  line  of  hattle  to  a  position 
parallel  with  that  of  the  Confederates'.  His  right  resting  on  the 
Antietam  Creek,  facing  Hagerstown,  and  running  west  through 
the  Watts  farm,  to  and  across  the  National  pike  at  tlie  lop  of 
the  hig  hill  just  south  of  the  Toll  gate,  through  Chosh'.-,  land  and 
thence  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the  west  of  Jones's  Cross 
Roails,  the  left  resting  hetween  Fair-Play  and  Bakers ville.  ddie 
Inrst  corps  occupied  the  right,  then  came  the  Sixth,  hde\enih, 
Second,    idnrd   and   'I'weltth,    the    latter    hemg   the    lelt    wmg. 
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Biiford's  Cavalry  covered  ihe  llaiik  (jf  llie  I'welfih  C(^ri)s  and  was 
posted  near  Grime's  Mill.  Kilpatriek,  willi  his  ccjmmand,  was 
l)OSled  on  the  ri<;ht,  in  and  aboni  1  laL;er>.to\\n. 

Soon  as  the  h'ederals  s^ot  inlt)  line  iIk-)-  coninienced  to  en- 
trench their  position.  ( )n  Jul}'  the  iith,  General  Lee  issui--d 
to  his  army  General  ()rder  No.  y(\  which  shows  that  he  t'x- 
})ected  and  was  read)'  lor  Alcade's  attack,  ddiat  he  had  evii')' 
confidence  in  his  ahility  to  meet  sucli  an  attack,  his  lettLr  ihe 
next  da}'  to  President  Da\is  i)lain!}'  indicates.  lUii  now  ^^eein- 
that  Aleade  did  not  mean  to  allaclc  until  reinforce<l,  an<l  the 
waters  in  the  ri\'er  ha\in^'  receded,  he  recrcjssed  the  I'otomac 
on  the  night  oi  the  13th. 

"  Gknkk.m.  Orders 
"  No.  76. 

"  He.adquarters  Ar.mv  of  Nouthern  Vir(;i.\'i.\, 

**  Inly  the  nth,  1S63. 

"  After  long  and  trying"  marches,  endured  with  fortitude  that 
has  ever  characterized  the  soldiers  oi  the  Army  of  Ni>rth -rn 
X'irginia,  you  have  penetrated  the  country  oi  our  enemies  and 
recalled  to  the  defense  (^f  their  own  soil  ,those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  invasi(;n  of  ours. 

"  You  have  fought  a  herce  and  sanguinary  battle,  which  if  not 
attended  with  the  success  that  lias  hitherto  crowned  your  efforts, 
was  marked  by  the  same  heroic  spirit  that  has  conmumded  the 
respect  of  your  enemies,  the  gratitud''  of  your  country,  and  the 
admiration  of  mankind. 

"Once  moreyou  are  called  upon  to  meet  the  army  from  which 
you  have  won  on  so  many  fields  a  name  that  will  never  die. 

"Once  more  the  eyesof  your  countrymen  are  turned  upon  you 
and  again  do  our  wives  and  sisters,  fathers,  mothers  and  help- 
less children,  lean  for  defense  on  your  strong  and  brave  hearts. 

"  Let  every  soldier  remember  that  on  his  courage  and  li^lelity 
depends  all  that  makes  life  worth  having  —  the  freedom  of  his 
country,  the  honor  of  his  people,  and  the  security  of  his  home. 
Let  each  heart  grow  strong  in  remend)rance  of  our  glorious 
past,  and  in  the  thought  of  the  inestimable  blessings  for  which 
we  contend,  and,  invoking  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Lower 
which  has  so  signally  blessed  our  former  efforts,  let  us  go  forth 
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in  confulence  to  secure  the  ])eace  aiul  safetx  uf  the  counii-y. 
Soldiers,  your  oKl  eiieniy  is  liefore  yuu\  \\  in  from  hini  huiu^rs 
worthy  of  }'onr  ri^liteuiis  cause  —  worthy  of  \-c)ur  C(jnu'a(le.^ 
dead  on  so  many  ihustrious  fields. 

"  R.  E.  LEE,  Gcnvruir 

On  the  next  day,  the  12th,  he  wrote  to  Tresideut  Davis  the 
following;-  letter: 

"  The  arm)'  is  in  good  condition,  and  occujjies  a  strons^  posi- 
tion coverini^  the  Potomac,  from  Williamsport  to  h^alling 
Waters.  The  enemy  seems  to  he  collectinc^'  his  forces  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Anlietam,  his  main  i)ody  stretching"  from  l'>oons- 
boro  to  Sharpsburg-.  lUit  for  the  jjower  he  jiossesses  uf  accu- 
mulating troo])s,  ]  should  await  h.is  attack,  excepting  that  in 
otn-  restricted  limits,  the  means  of  obtaining  subsistence  are  be- 
coming ])recarious. 

"Should  the  river  continue  to  sul)side,  our  communication 
with  the  south  l)ank  will  be  open  to-nu)rrow.  Had  the  late  unex- 
pected rise  not  occurred,  there  would  have  been  no  cau^e  for 
anxiety,  as  it  would  ha\'e  been  in  ni)'  ])o\ver  to  recross  the  I'oto- 
mac  on  my  first  reaching  it  without  molestation." 

BORDER   STATE. 

It  is  a  trite  saying,  when  s])eaK'ing  of  a  positive  character, 
that  he  has  the  ct)urage  of  his  con\ictions.  blow  little  does  the 
l")resent  generation  know  what  that  meant,  to  the  SoutlKrn  s)in- 
pathizer,  who  li\'ed  in  the  liorder  States  during  the  dark  da)S 
of  '61  to  T)5. 

In  those  trying  times,  the  writer's  family  almost  sufl'ered 
martyrdom,  because  of  their  convictions,  ami  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  the  greater  the  persecution,  the  fu'mer  the  faith.  So  it 
has  been  in  all  ages,  and  so  it  will  continue  mitil  the  end  of  time. 
The  mighty  oak  (;f  the  forest  is  stronger  after  each  storm,  and 
all  true  men  and  women  hold  more  tenaciously  to  then-  faith 
and  friends  when  persecuted. 

If  the  Unionist  was  not  the  most  vindictive,  he  at  least  ap- 
peared to  be,  for  he  more  frecpicntly  took  advantage  oi  the 
opportunity  to  annoy  his  neighbor  by  ha\ing  the  Federal  trooi^s 
oltener  and  longer  amon<7  us. 
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Father's  house  was  ransaclvecl  time  and  a,L;ain,  looicing  for  that 
wliich  he  never  liad,  a  "  KeKcl  Ida-;"  hi^,  hoi^es  ami  wa'^oii 
taken  and  never  returned;  his  ])n)pcriy  taken  and  nevci"  paid  for; 
iiKjtlier  and  sisters  often  insulted,  and  once  after  dark  drixx-n 
from  their  home,  are  some  of  the  many  trials  we  had  to  endure. 
The  chief  offenders  were  men,  v.ho  had  erli.-.ted  in  the  Federal 
army  from  our  town  and  section. 

BRUTAL    TREATMENT. 

On  Sunday,  July  the  2r)th,  1863,  while  taking;  dinner  at  Air. 
Samuel  h^nnnert's,  tw-o  miles  south  uf  our  \  illai^e,  two  soldiers. 
■  inemhers  of  Cole's  Cavalry,  foroihly  and  with  much  abuse, 
.  marched  me  to  Ffa^^-erstowii.  I  was  taken  before  the  l'ru\'(jst 
Marshal,  who  ordered  me  to  be  conlined  in  a  y()0\]i  above  his 
olTice.  Here  I  found  father  and  several  of  our  iiei^Fbors,  \Vm. 
Harper  bein;.;-  one  of  the  number. 

bather  was  much  depressed  and  would  not  accompanv  us  in 
the  eveniiiL;-,  when  we  were  marched  under  ^uard  t.>  annther 
part  of  the  town  for  supper — coffee  and  dry  bread.  At  nii;ht 
we  slept  on  the  bare  floor.  I  was  youn^  and  could  stand  alniost 
anything-,  but  father  had  a  tough  night  of  it,  nmch  to  my 
sorrow. 

d  he  next  ntorning  we  breakfasted  at  the  same  [dace,  receiving 
the  same  kind  oi  grid),  father  going  with  us. 

Hari)er  was  a  rough  diamond,  but  true  as  steel  to  his  con- 
victions and  friends.  He  was  noted  for  his  dry  wit  and  ilow  of 
spirits.  During  the  day  their  wives  called  with  heavv  hearts 
and  tearful  eyes.  Harper  greeted  them  with  smiles  and  said  to 
mother,  "  your  husband  is  a  very  poor  bed  fellow,  i  awoke  last 
night  to  iind  that  he  had  r(.bbed  me  of  all  the  feather^  and 
covering,  leaving  me  the  bare  floor  only."  Soon  his  pleasantry 
dried  their  eyes. 

Later  in  the  day  we  were  taken  Indore  the  Provost  Alarshal 
and  asked  what  we  had  done.  Not  luuin;;-  been  inf(n-med 
of  the  cause  of  our  arrest,  we  couM  (july  sa\-  we  were  entirely 
ignorant  of  having  comnn'tted  any  oiTeuse.  He  said,  "  Well, 
}(ni  can  go  home." 

Wdien  coidhied  in  Fort  McHenrv,  as  a  political  prisoner,  one 
ot  the  inmates  of  our  room  was  [i  very  old  man,  l)eyond  70, 
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named  Ramsburg-,  from  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virj^iiiia.      IK-  was 
released  from  prison  some  weelc^  l)efure  1  was. 

One  day,  ^\■hile  in  a  held  near  his  home,  he  noticed  a  S(iuad  of 
Federal  Ca\'alr)'men  apprijachin^-.  The  rememlirance  uf  his 
former  treatment  can.sed  him  {d  llee  to  the  honse  an  !  secrete 
himself  in  tlie  cellar,  unobserved  as  lie  thou-ht,  but  he  was  dis- 
covered and  slioi  to  death  in  the  presence  of  his  ag"e(l  wife. 

The  soldier  charged  with  brutally  murdering  the  old  man     ; 
was  one  of  the  two  ca\'a]r\inen  who  marched  me  pa>t  ni\'  liDine 
wiih  diawn  i)istols  in  their  liaii(K  and  fuul  oaths  in  their  mouths. 

The  early  jKirt  of  July,  iS(')4,  while  in  the  field  helping  my 
brother-in-law  to  harvest  his  wdieat,  the  farmers  were  seized 
with  a  panic,  by  a  report  that  the  Rebel's  had  crossed  the  Poto- 
mac, and  were  taking  all  the  horses  that  they  could  lay  tlieir 
hands  upon.  A  numlier  of  panic-stricken  men  j)as~ed  the 
field  in  which  we  were  at  work,  g()ing  towards  the  Mountain 
with  their  horses  in  great  liaste. 

Hamilton  being  nuich  alarmech  quickly  unhitched  the  team 
from  the  reaper,  and  got  the  balance  of  his  stock  tog-ether.  I, 
by  his  request,  took  them  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  some  eight  miles 
distant,  without  changing  my  clotlies.  When  I  reached  Wolfs- 
ville,  a  little  town  in  the  heart  of  the  mountain,  I  joined  (piite 
a  number  of  refugees  that  had  assemlded  there  from  all  parts  of 
the  County.  We  grazed  and  bought  hay  for  our  horses,  and 
skqjt  in  the  barns  during  the  night;  but  some  of  the  party  were 
always  detailed  to  do  picket  duty  both  day  and  night.  1  fnially 
put  my  horses  in  the  care  of  another  person  and  walked  home, 
wdien  I  learned  that  General  I-^arly  had  crossed  the  Rotomac 
July  the  6th  with  his  Army  at  Shei)herdstown,  passed  through 
the  South  Mountain  to  the  north  of  Harpers  Ferry,  and  on  the 
9th  met  and  defeated  the  Federals  at  Monocacy,  three  miles 
south  of  Frederick,  advanced  against  the  defenses  of  Washing- 
ton, but  finding  them  too  strong  to  attack  with  his  small  force, 
withdrew  and  recrossed  the  Potomac  river  at  Pcesburg,  \'a. 

July  the  24th  General  Farly,  having  fought  and  defeated  (ieii- 
erals  Crook  and  Averill  at  Kernstowii,  again  niovetl  towards  the 
Potomac,  wdiich  he  crossed  August  r»th,  antl  took  up  a  p(jsition 
between  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown. 
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This  move  of  Gen.  Early's  was  to  cover  tlie  retreat  ui  a 
retaliatory   exiieditimi   thai    had   heeii    sent   into    I'enns)  h-ania, 

Iwith  instrnctions  to  levy  a  contril)uti(jn  njjon  the  City  (jf  Cluun- 

.  hershurL!',  and  in  case  of  a  refusal,  AlcCausland  was  to  lnn"n  the 

jtown,  wh.ich  the)'  did  Jul}'  the  301I1. 

I      Cieneral  (Irant  had  in.'^tructed  ilnnter,  who  was  o])eratini;-  in 

j  the  Valley  of  X'irs^inia,  hef'ire  l^arly  had  driven  him  om,  to 
niake  '"  all  the  \  alley  south  of  the  Ikdiimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
a  desert  as  hii^ii  up  as  pijbsihle."      It  was  1  lunter's  acts  of  hrntal- 

I  ity,  that  exceetled  even  Grant's  barhariuis  order,  tliat  provcjked 

[  the  burning  of  Chambersburg. 

OFF  FOR  DIXIE. 

The  time  had  now  arrivetl  for  me  to  consummate  a  determina- 
tion, long  since  formed,  to  cast  my  lot  vviih  the  Southern  people. 
Knowing  that  ni)-  parents  were  opposed  to  such  a  move,  because 
of  nt)'  youth,  and  t(j  prevent  a  scene,  i  went  to  my  room  at  the 
usual  hour  and  waited  imtil  the  family  had  retired. 

I  threw  myself  on  the  bed,  and  before  1  knew  it,  was  fast 
asleep  but  awoke  just  as  the  clock  was  striking  three.  \\  ith 
my  boots  in  my  hand  I  silently  left  the  house. 

Oh,  how  dark  and  silent  was  the  night:  so  dark,  that  for  fear, 
the  Katytlids  had  ceased  to  chirp;  so  still,  that  it  recalled  to  my 
mind  Byron's  lines  on  death: 

"  The  first  dark  day  of  nothingness, 

The  last  of  danger  and  distress." 

I  started  down  the  main  street,  but  ni)'  foot-falls  resouniled 
so  that  I  retraced  my  steps  and  took  unt  of  the  back  streets,  f(jr 
fear  of  running  into  a  Federal  i)icket  post. 

1  hurried  across  the  old  stone  bridge,  and  up  and  over  the 
same  hill  that  Braddock's  trocjps  had  climbed  more  than  a 
century  before. 

I  met  the  Confederate's  out-post  about  a  mile  norlh  (jf  \\"ill- 
iamsport,  which  ptjint  1  reached  al  sunrise,  and  waded  the 
Potomac  ri\er. 

Al  noon  1  o\erto()k  the  rear  guard  of  Gen.  barly's  Infantry, 
nioxing  southward,  when  I  jc.iined  ;ind  entered  into  conversation 
with  a  ragged  and  wear)'dooking  veteran,  who,  upon  learning 
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my  purpose,  said:   "  ^"ou  take  tlic  advice  of  an  old  soldier,  and 
go  back  to  your  home." 

No  doubt  m\'  youthful  ap])e;u'ancc  had  excited  hih  pit)',  but    • 
his  ad\-ice  did  not  daniiien  ni)'  ai'dor,  for  I   pu^.hed  eni  ihrouidi 
Alartinsbur^-  and  halteil  fe)r  the  nii;ht  just  S(nUh  (jf  Darke^Mlle, 
beii^L,^  l)uth  tired  and  homesick',  lia\'inL^'  walk'cd  2i>  nnlcs  since 
leaN'iuL;'  home. 

Here  one  of  (ien.  Jcdm  (.".  l'>reck-euridg"e's  cotu-iers  shared  his 
blanket  with  me.  ddie  ( ieneral  occupied  a  tent  nearby:  hi.-,  iwi- 
l)osin^^-  ])resence  and  s^ddierly  i)earini^r  excited  my  admiraiion. 
The  fact  that  he  had  been  the  presidential  candidate  of  the 
"  States-I\iL;-hts  "  parly  in  iSotj  -really  increased  my  ii.leresl. 

1  met  a  vouni^'  man,  who  had  lalel\  left  his  home  in  llaUiniore; 
we  journe\'ed  together  by  leaxiug-  tlie  pike  and  taking  the  road 
that  ran  jjarallel  but  farther  to  the  west.  We  tli.uighl  onr 
chances  would  be  heller  to  get  something  io  eat  b\  gellmg 
awav  from  ihe  luain  thor(jtighfare,  ;is  we  had  to  depend  u])i;n 
the  kindness  (if  tlie  citizens  to  supi)ly  our  wants.  We  reached 
Winchester  late  in  the  day  and  jiarted  company.  My  object 
now  was  to  find  J")r.  Slonebraker  an  Uncle,  whom  1  l:new  was 
in  the  Army.  1  learned  he  was  encamped  near  lUudvcr  Hill, 
but  Wdnchester  being  under  martial  law,  it  wa.s  nuich  easier  to 
get  in  than  out — a  [jass  was  recpiired,  and  by  the  tiiue  I  over- 
came the  dirticuhy,  it  was  nearly  dark;  but  so  anxious  \\as  I  to 
reach  Uncle's  camp,  nothing  but  force  could  prevent  me  from 
inutiediately  retracing  my  steps.  1  had  proceeded  aboiu  three 
miles  when  it  became  so  dark,  and  being  very  tired,  that  i  laid 
down  on  the  porch  ui  a  deserte<l  house  aiul  went  to  sleep.  1 
awoke  during  the  night,  being  quite  chilly;  fcjr  the  first  time  I 
realized  the  great  mistake  I  had  made  by  not  l)ringing  a  blaidvet 
from  home,  and  no  longer  wondered  at  the  old  Veteran's  advice. 

Wdien  1  reached  the  camp,  Lhicle  gave  tne  a  warm  reception, 
which  was  very  agreeable  in  my  worn-out  condition.  He  was 
Ouartermaster  of  the  "  Stonewall  "  l^)rigade  witli  the  rank  of 
Captain;  had  charge  of  ten  fourdiorse  teams,  two  orderlies  and 
a  negro  boy  as  cook. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  remain  with  him  until  I  could 
ecpii])  luyself  to  enter  the  Cavalry  service,  as  only  those  who 
furnished  their  own  horses  were  adiuitted  to  that  branch. 
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In  a  few  davs  T  secureil  a  horse,  Imt  he  was  nearly  hrcjken 
down,  vet  I  hoped  by  care  and  plenty  of  feed  to  i;\'t  Inni  in  oon- 
ditifjn  f(^r  service.  I'^ir  over  a  month  the  op]io-,iniL;'  ( ic iKials 
niaiKjenvrcd  for  jx'isiticjn  from  Straslmri;'  to  Cdiarlcstown.  each 
expecting'  to  secnre  sr)ine  ailvania^'e  ]iy  a  false  m.ove  oi  Ins 
adversary.  These  movements  kept  the  train  in  alnujst  eonstant 
motion.  I  made  several  attempts  to  reach  Shephcrdstown,  and 
when  near  Leetown  T  came  upon  (icneral  P)radley  T.  Johnson's 
pick'et  post.  After  Ijeini;-  with  them  a  short  time,  oiK'  «»f  the 
soldiers  asked  me  to  £;o  with  him,  as  ( len.  Johnson  wanu-d  lo 
see  me.  -Vfter  a  few  moments  (jf  e(Mi\'er>,ation,  I  learned  that 
one  of  his  men  had  suspected  me  of  beinc^  a  ^'ankee  sp}'. 

Aly  horse  had  been  sick  wiih  the  distem])er  for  some  time, 
and  the  hard  ritlin^"  1  was  compelled  to  do  completel)'  brcjke 
him  down.  1  left  him  on  the  road,  ])nt  the  saddle  on  ni}'  back 
and  walked  nntil  1  fonnd  the  train. 

Captain  Stonebrakcr  offered  to  make  me  a  loan  of  Confed- 
erate mone\',  to  be  ])a!d  when  the  war  was  over,  which  1  acceijted 
and  paid  six  hundred  dollars  for  a  horse,  fifteen  dollars  fir  a 
second-hand  i;"um  blanket  and  live  dollars  for  a  jjair  of  .spurs. 

Col.  A.  R.  r)Oteler,  the  Captain  and  I  made  another  elYorl,  but 
failed  to  reach  Shepherdst(,)\vn,  as  the  ':i'ankees  were  ihere  in 
force.  On  our  return  to  cam[),  the  Colonel  l)ecame  very 
nervous  for  fear  of  bein^-  captured  l)y  the  enemy,  as  we  \vere 
on  the  tlank  of  our  army. 

The  Captain's  rieadquarters  was  a  rendezvous  for  Shepherds- 
town  people.  Colonel  Boteler  was  a  frecjuent  visitor  and  a  man 
of  brilliant  parts;  we  enjoyed  his  talks  very  nulch.  His  was  one 
of  the  three  prominent  citizens'  houses  near  Shei)herdstown  that 
Hunter  had  selected  and  burned.  Hunter's  oHicer  turned  out 
the  lady  occupants,  refusing-  them  permission  to  save  anAthin^^ 
from  the  flames. 

Col.  Boteler  and  Chas.  J.  Faulkner  lived  in  the  same  Con- 
gressional district  and  often  were  oj^posing  canilidales  for 
Congressional  honors.  His  descrii)tion  of  their  joint  debates  m 
those  campaigns  and  vStephen  A.  Douglas'  great  s[)eeches  in  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  when  the  Southern  memliers  with.drew  from  the 
National  halls  of  legislation,  in  the  early  days  of  'Oi,  were  veiy 
entertainin*?'. 
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When  the  trriin  \v:is  not  in  nioli.Mi  I  did  writiiiL;'  for  the  t  ;!],- 
tain,  hiinlc(h  ixad  and  fui-a<;e(L  S(|iiir;cls  were  verv  ])K'nl\-  near 
one  of  our  cani])S.  'i'lie  C'ajjtain  had  a  douljlc-Ijarrclcd  bhol  i^nn, 
but  no  ammunition.  l\)\vdc'r  cunld  l^o  had  from  nuiskcl  eait- 
ridi^'es,  lau  huw  ti^  procure  shot  was  the  <|uestion.  Our  Idacl:- 
smitli  came  to  my  assistance  by  ])unchiniL;  a  small  hole  lhri)UL;h 
a  bar  of  iron,  then  heated  the  bar  red  hot,  laid  bulK-ts  on  the 
holes  and  let  the  melted  lead  dro])  in  coM  water.  The  bad 
formed  in  all  shapes  and  sizes  and  the  scphrrcl  that  was  hit  by 
this  Confederate  shot  met  a  mangled  death. 


BATTLE   OF   WINCHESTER. 

Early's  army  now  held  a  p<.isilion  frontiui^'  W'inehe^ter,  he 
having"  failed  to  bring  on  an  engat;ement  because  of  Sheiidan's 
extreme  caution,  and  General  Lee  being  hanl  pressed  b}  (jrant, 
Kershaw's  division  was  detacheil  and  sent  to  Kiclnnond  on 
Sept.  I4ih.  .V  few  days  later  h'.arly  hciit  a  portiojn  of  his  com- 
mand to  iMartinsburg  to  destroy  the  railroad.  Sheridan  be- 
coming aware  of  these  movements,  hoping  to  defeat  that  part 
of  the  army  remaining,  attacked  it  on  the  morning  of  the  ii;ih, 
but  he  was  repulsed  and  driven  back  some  distance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  ik'rryville.  In  the  meantime  the  detached  i)urti(jn  came 
uj),  the  tight  raging  all  along  the  line  and,  at  times,  it  seemed 
as  if  Sheridan's  great  army  was  about  to  yield  tcj  the  fierce  onsets 
of  Early's  troops.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  Cavalr_\-  under 
Gen.  Eitz  Lee,  wdiich  held  the  left,  were  badly  defeatdl  and 
stampeded.  Sheridan  taking  advantage  of  the  situation,  massed 
his  infantry  cjn  our  center  ami  mo\ed  forward  with  tlags  tlying, 
while  our  artillery  plowed  lanes  through  their  ranks.  (  )n  they 
came  and  siin|dy  overwhelmed  our  thin  line  by  numbers.  1 
watched  the  battle  with  nmch  interest,  riding  from  point  to 
pfjint,  making  a  ver}-  narrow  escape,  as  a  shell  struck  and  ex- 
pUnled  near  entjugh  to  co\er  me  with  dirt. 

Uur  wagon  trains,  which  had  been  parketl  south  of  Winches- 
ter, on  l)Oth  sides  of  the  Valley  pike,  now  nu)\'etl  otT  with  some 
haste,  and  as  the  Eederals  exj^loded  a  shell  now  and  then  auKJUg 
them,  almost  caused  a  stampede.  The  army  fell  back  during 
the  night  and  occui)ied  the  entrenchments  at  h'isher's  Ilill,  \vhicii 
had  been  con.structed  by  them  a  few  weeks  i)re\ious.      I  became 
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:   scjiaratcHl  from  the  train,   when  Docter  Alagill  and  1  btniked  to- 
geiher  in  a  fence  corner  about  mi(hiiL;ht. 

I 

!  FISHER'S    HILL. 

I  fotmd  the  train  encamped  south  of  Fislier's  Hill,  near  Tom's 
Brook,  where  we  remained  for  several  days.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  2_'d  day  of  September,  1  rode  to  Three  Top  ^Mountain,  ui)on 
which  our  signal  corps  was  stationed,  and  had  a  ihie  view  of  the 
I  Federal  army  as  they  skirmished  with  om-  troops.  The  ofticer  at 
the  station  said  to  me  that  he  thouglit  that  Sheridan  was  massing 
j  troops  on  our  left,  under  cover  of  the  timber.  Shortly  after 
returning  to  the  train,  straggling  sqtiads  of  horsemen  came  by 
hurriedly  and  reported  that  our  Cavalry,  which  held  the  left 
of  the  line,  had  been  defeated  and  were  in  full  retreat  up  the  back 
road.  The_Ca£tain  ordered  the  teams  hooked  up  and  sent  me 
to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report. 

I  had  not  gone  far  before  I  met  our  troops  in  full  retreat  and 
many  of  them  in  a  semi-panic  condition.  When  I  returned  the 
trains  were  moving  up  the  Valley  pike  in  the  utmost  confusion. 
Some  of  the  stragglers  from  the  army  mixed  among  the 
teamsters,  and  the  reports  that  they  circulated  only  increased 
the  excitement  and  alarm.  Finally  some  of  the  drivers  became 
panic-stricken  and  dashed  off  at  full  speed;  others  caught  the 
contagion,  when  a  disgraceful  stampede  began  without  any 
reason. 

Their  terror  would  have  been  very  amusing  had  not  their 
mad  run  up  the  Valley  been  attended  with  such  disastrous 
results  to  some  of  the  wagons  and  accidents  to  themselves. 

1  saw  one  poor  fellow,  who  had  both  legs  broken,  and  another 
dead,  both  caused  by  being  run  over.  Broken  down  wagons 
[  were  abandoned  all  along  the  road,  from  wdiich  the  soldiers 
helped  themselves.  I  came  across  some  army  clothing,  secured 
17  gray  jackets  and  a  lot  of  shirts,  whiol<  I  turned  over  to  the 
Captain. 

We  retreated  all  night,  reaching  ^bnmt  Jackson  about  day- 
1  light  with  our  entire  brigade  train,  wiiich  we  parked  a  few  miles 
j  south  of  the  town,  where  we  remained  all  day  while  our  army 
!    was  in  line  of  battle  at  Rude's  Hill,  a  few^  miles  north  of  us. 
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At  sunrise  on  the  24th  tlic  train  was  put  in  nirjtion,  liul  1  )r. 
j\lag-ill  and  1  rude  to  tlie  fr(jnt,  ami  saw  the  ]'\HlLTal  infanti-y  ad- 
vance through  Mount  Jack^ju  and  form  into  hue  of  haitle. 
They  posted  their  artiher)'  on  a  hill  to  the  wc^t  of  the  tiAvn.  A 
pulT  of  smoke  wouM  Hash  from  and  hang  dvcv  the  gun  f'.r  a 
moment,  then  tlie  screech  of  the  shell  ;;nd  the  reixul  from  the 
gun  would  reach  us  alnmst  sinndlane<>u>l\'.  Shells  fell  uncm- 
forlahly  near,  Imt  we  shifted  <nn"  ptjsition  to  get  out  of  tlieir 
range,  and  watched  them  shell  (jur  troops  as  they  shiwly  kll 
hack.  A\'e  now  passed  tln'ough  the  garden  .-pi>t  >if  the  \' alley, 
nature  was  smiling  ^vith  ahundance,  i>rchards  laden  with  fru.it, 
fields  full  of  corn  and  sugar  cane.  From  the  latter  a  syru])  was 
made  called  sorghum. 

The  retrograde  was  continued  all  day;  halted  the  train  ahout 
dark  hut  did  not  unhook  the  teams;  ])ut  the  train  in  motion  at 
midnight,  reaching-  I'ort  Ivepuhlic  at  sunrise  the  25th;  crossed 
the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  passed  o\er  the 
Mountain  through  Brown's  Gap  into  eastern  \'irginia.  This 
Mountain  is  divided  at  Harper's  Ferry  where  the  Potomac 
passes  through.  That  ])ortion  of  the  range  which  extendis  north 
into?\Iaryland  and  Pennsyhania  is  called  South  M(nnUain,  while 
the  hranch  that  runs  south  is  laiown  as  the  Flue  Ki<lge,  and 
divides  the  Valley  from  eastern  \'irgiuia.  When  I  reached  the 
top  of  the  ridge  a  view  from  l)Oth  sides  met  my  gaze,  and  great 
was  the  contrast — to  the  cast  all  was  serene,  the  peaceful  look 
of  all  nature  made  a  beautiful  region  more  heautiful,  while  to 
the  west  all  was  confusion,  death  and  destruction,  war  in  all  its 
horrors,  immense  trains  of  wagons  moving  rajjidly  up  the  nmun- 
tain,  droves  of  cattle  and  sheep  with  panting  sides  were  hurried 
along-  by  their  anxious  drivers,  as  a  shell  now  and  then  struck 
too  close  for  comfort;  just  beyond  Port  Republic,  our  trooi)S  in 
line  of  battle,  slowdy  falling  back,  Imt  nobly  disputing  every  inch 
of  ground  given  up. 

As  soon  as  all  the  trains  had  crossed  the  river  our  army 
followed  and  took  up  a  strong  position  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, which  ended  the  retreat. 

We  parked  the  train  on  the  eastern  side,  where  our  teamsters 
found  Apple  Jack  in  abundance,  w  liich  they  used  freely.  1  made 
some  pm-chases  for  the  mess — butter  5?7,  and  soap  $2  per  pound, 
washing  $1.50  per  piece.     I  was  my  owm  washerwoman. 
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After  Early's  defeat  at  Winchester,  Kershaw's  division,  which 
was  en  route  for  Richmond,  was  ordered  to  return  to  tlie  Valley 
and  rejoin  IL'uiy  and  check  Sherid m's  advance.  I'art  of  this 
division  reached  us  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  the  halance 
early  the  fullouing  morning,  when  Early  began  a  forward  niuve- 
ment.  Sheridan  declined  battle  and  slowly  retreated  down  the 
Valley,  burning  everything  in  the  way  of  grain  in  his  rcnite,  and 
did  n<jt  stop  until  he  reached  the  north  branch  of  Cedar  C'reuk. 
About  midnight  the  train  was  put  in  motion,  recru-sevl  the 
mountain,  forded  the  river  at  sunrise  and  ])arki-(l  the  train  north- 
west of  Waynesijoro,  where  we  remained  two  da}'S.  (  hi  this 
march  we  passed  a  great  many  dead  horses  and  some  unburied 
Federals — the  result  of  a  fight  the  day  before.  The  next  move 
took  us  through  Fisherville,  Staunton  and  down  the  Valley 
pike,  where  we  parked  the  train  in  a  jnece  of  woods  nine  miles 
south  of  Staunton,  near  an  old  stone  church;  here  we  remained 
six  days. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bowman  was  the  pastor  of  Augusta  Church,  v/ho 
informed  me  that  it  was  caie  of  the  oldest  churches  now  standing 
in  Virginia,  having  been  erected  in  1740.  The  early  worship- 
pers took  their  rilles  to  defciul  themselves  against  the  Indians 
jubt  where  the  Ijreastworks,  that  surrounded  the  Church  in  those 
days,  could  now  be  plainly  traced. 

The  devastation  of  the  Valley  has  Ijcen  complete.  Rev.  Bow- 
man says  that  on  the  night  of  the  2f)lh  of  September  he  couiUed 
twenty  fires  south  of  him,  all  burning  at  the  same  time;  a  neigh- 
bor, who  was  on  a  higher  point,  counted  48.  We  broke  camp 
on  the  7th  of  October,  moved  slowly  down  the  pike,  passed 
through  Harrisonburg,  and  parked  the  train  north  of  Lacy's 
Springs.  The  next  day  we  continued  down  the  Valley,  en- 
camped southeast  of  New  Market,  where  we  remained  three 
days.  Our  next  move  was  through  New  Market,  forded  the 
north  branch  of  the  Shenandoah,  i>assed  through  and  parked 
the  train  north  of  Mount  Jacks(jn  uth. 

The  outrages  and  cruelties  wdiich  marked  the  path  of  Sheri- 
dan's army  down  the  Valley  were  truly  appalling.  Aug.  26th 
Gen.  Grant  wrote  to  Sheridan:  "  Do  all  the  damage  to  railroads 
and  crops  you  can.  Carry  off  all  stock  of  all  descriptions,  and 
negroes,  so  as  to  prevent  further  planting.     If  this  war  is  to 
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continue  another  year,  we  want  tlie  Shenandoah  Valley  to  re- 
main a  barren  waste." 

When  Sheridan  received  this  letter,  it  is  said  he  boasted  that 
when  he  was  through  with  the  Valley  a  crow  could  not  pass  over 
it  unless  he  carried  his  rations,  llow  terribly  he  executed  his 
threat  his  letters  to  Grant  will  show.  Sept.  2ijth  he  write^^: 
"  This  morning  I  sent  iMerritt's  and  Custer's  divisions  via  Pied- 
mont to  burn  grain,  etc.,  pursuant  to  your  instructions.  The 
destruction  of  the  grain  and  forage,  from  here  to  Staunton,  will 
be  a  terrible  blow  to  them.  In  moving  back  to  this  point 
(Woodstock),  the  whole  country  from  the  I'lue  Ridge  to  the 
North  Mountain  has  been  made  untenaljle  for  a  Rebel  army. 
I  have  destroyed  over  2,000  barns  filled  with  wheat,  hay  and 
farming  implements,  over  seventy  mills  fdled  with  Hour  and 
wheat,  have  driven  in  front  of  the  army  over  4,000  head  of  stock, 
and  have  killed  and  issued  to  the  troops  not  less  than  3,000 
sheep.  This  destruction  embraces  the  Luray  Valley  and  Little 
Fort  Valley,  as  well  as  the  main  Valley.  A  large  number  of 
horses  have  been  obtained,  a  proper  estimate  of  which  I  caniiot 
now  make.  Lieut.  John  R.  Aleigs,  my  engineer  officer,  was 
murdered  beyond  Harrisonburg,  near  Dayton.  For  this  atro- 
cious act  all  houses  within  an  area  of  five  miles  were  burned." 

In  devastating  the  country,  Sheridan's  cavalry  was  scattered 
over  a  vast  section  of  territory.  That  our  cavalry  followed  these 
incendiaries  and  shot  some  of  them,  when  caught  in  the  act  of 
firing  houses  which  were  only  occupied  by  innocent  women  and 
children,  will  not  be  denied,  but  that  Lieut.  Meigs  was  murdered 
is  not  true. 

While  Sheridan's  army  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Flarrison- 
burg  three  of  our  cavalry  scouts  got  in  his  rear;  they  encoun- 
tered Lieut.  Meigs  with  two  soldiers.  These  parties  came  upon 
each  other  unexpectedly,  and  a  fight  ensued.  Meigs  was  or- 
dered to  surrender,  but  like  a  bravo  man  he  replied  by  shooting 
and  wounding  his  opponent,  who  in  return  fired  and  killed 
Meigs.  One  of  the  men  with  Meigs  v»'as  captured,  the  other 
escaped.  This,  then,  is  the  "'  atrocious  act  "  that  gave  Sheridan 
the  excuse  to  exceed  even  Hunter's  barbarities. 

We  remained  in  the  Mount  Jackson  camp  for  more  than  a 
week.     Captain  Estell,  the  brigade  ordnance  officer,  always  ac- 


i   c  J    '/••>:..:  '    i.!.. 


^'>>ii;,(\M\''-'  .:.i!'  .;?• 


1.''  '    ,         •  ;  ./v..    ■■.     Dti.^  -      .1?   ,-f'M,!  ;l   ...ll 
It!    '      .  ::■,:    .,1*    ■>'•..    ,      ■;!;■.  <  "f;'   ,    '  .< 


."  :         ;■  ;■  ■'\:v)\\',  I'S'jr'"// 
'j  .'■    :  •■■'.■'jt' ;  -.,>  /;  :•'!  n  •. '  ' 

'  '.     ■:  ■'    '  ■;. nljiv, .'ft    !>,  :'  ' 


1;.;. 


f ;  •  .     ' : . 

■    '  ■.■>\] 

!    ri' , 

:-\-1C    I-, 

i:j).  '-. ' .  j; 


.:',.■ 'jii  J  •>■  ^'jf;     .,.,,,  .1'-.;:   •■  ::'.i(' •  .'    '    !;. /o;''  '■.'!■' 

'   ■■ill.)     '   ■.-  ■..!    iV./.^j: 


A  Rkbi.l  of  '6 1.  69 

companied  our  train  and  pitched  his  tent  near  the  Captain's. 
His  orderly  was  a  young-  man  about  my  age;  we  became  warm 
friends  and  were  much  together.  W'q  made  it  a  point  t(j  attend 
Church  at  every  opportunity;  the  cha]:)lains  of  the  arm\'  g'ener- 
ally  officiated  when  near  a  town. 

The  Captain  had  man}'  lumts  {uv  Ijirds  but  met  with  poor 
success,  nut  lia\'ing  a  dog.  Near  tlie  camp  was  a  young  orie 
for  which  the  owner  wanted  fifteen  dollars.  I  induced  him  to 
go  with  me  to  the  camp,  when  the  Captain  purchased  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  (Jctober  we  heard  canunading 
in  the  direction  of  Fisher's  ildl,  which  continued  nearly  all  day. 
l''inally  a  message  came  from  Col.  Allen,  saying  that  01. r  army 
had  gained  a  great  victory,  ordering  the  trains  moved  to  Stras- 
burg,  where  the  battle  had  been  fought.  We  put  the  train  in 
motion  about  sunset  and  proceeded  to  Woodstock,  when  we 
met  a  great  many  stragglers  from  the  army,  who  reported  that 
the  morning's  victory  was  more  than  cjffset  by  tiie  evening's 
defeat.  The  train  was  halted  and  turned  southward,  moved  all 
night,  reaching  Rude's  Ilill  at  sunrise  the  next  morning,  where 
we  halted  for  a  short  time,  but  continued  up  the  Valley  until 
we  reached  New  Market  and  parked  the  train  southwest  of  the 
town  (Oct.  21). 


BATTLE  OF  CEDAH  CHEEK. 

Our  army  reached  Fisher's  Hill  on  the  13th  of  October,  1864, 
and  took  up  their  old  position.  Sheridan's  troojjs  occujjied  a 
position  on  the  north  bank  cjf  Cedar  Creek,  \\hich  they  had 
fortified,  and  it  was  too  strong  for  Early  to  attack  with  his  ^mall 
force. 

There  was  sonie  skirmishing  at  Ilupp's  Hill  for  several  da)-s, 
and  Early  watched  Sheridan,  hoping  that  he  would  either  come 
out  and  attack  or  move  back  from  his  strong  ptxsition,  but 
Sheridan  did  not  seem  disposed  to  tlo  either. 

Early  now  planned  to  surprise  him  by  moving  against  and 
attacking  his  rear  and  left  wing.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  iSth 
he  called  together  his  dix'ision  conimanders  and  communicated 
to  them  his  plan  of  attack,  which  was  to  be  carried  into  eiVect 
the  next  morning  at  5  a.  m.      ( ien.  liurdon,  with  three  divisions 
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of  the  Second  Corps,  was  to  move  around  in  Sheridan's  rear, 
taking-  a  position  near  the  Cooly  house,  and  attack  the  enrniy 
promptly  at  the  time  named.  Kersliaw  with  his  di/i-ion  was  to 
assault  the  enemy's  hreastworks  on  the  left  as  soon  as  lie  heard 
Gordon's  g-uns.  Wharton  with  his  division  and  the  artillery  was 
to  occupy  llupp's  Ilill  and  he  ready  to  second  the  attack,  wliile 
Rosser,  with  his  cavalry,  w  as  to  move  down  the  Ixick  road,  near 
Nortii  IMoimtain,  and  detain  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Shortly  after  dark  Gordon  crossed  the  Shenandoah  river  and 
marched  arouml  Three  Top  Mountain  hy  a  hiind  p;ith.  This 
path  was  too  rough  and  narrow  for  artillery  and  ambulances. 
Swx^rds  and  canteens  were  left  in  camp,  so  as  to  make  as  little 
noise  as  possible.  lie  again  had  to  cross  the  river  at  Bov/man's 
Ford  before  reaching  the  position  assigned  him. 

Wharton  and  Kershaw,  with  the  artillery,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Early,  moved  at  i  a.  m.  down  the  turn])ike 
and  passed  l)y  Strasburg.  Wharton's  division,  with  the  artil- 
lery, took  their  position  on  Hupp's  ilill,  while  Kershaw  moved 
by  Bowman's  mill,  directly  in  front  of  Sheridan's  left,  where  he 
awaited  Gordon's  attack. 

Rosser's  ad\'ance  having  been  discovered  by  the  enein)',  he 
was  therefore  compelled  to  attack  at  once.  Kershaw  hearing 
Rosser's  guns  did  not  wait  for  Gordon,  but  moved  forward, 
swept  over  the  works  in  his  front,  cajUuring  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery, which  he  at  once  turned  against  the  11)  ing  enemy.  Gor- 
don, owing  to  the  dil'liculties  whicli  he  met  on  the  march, 
had  but  one  division  in  position,  and  upon  hearing  Kershaw's 
attack,  i)ut  his  men  in  motion,  striking  the  enemy  in  the  rear, 
driving  everything  before  him. 

So  far  the  movement  was  a  great  success.  Crook's  and  the 
Nineteenth  Corps  were  completely  routeil  and  driven  two  miles 
north  of  Middletown,  losing  twenty-live  pieces  of  artillery,  six- 
teen hundred  prisoners,  and  leaving  behind  many  killed  and 
wounded,  and  a  camp  full  of  small  arms  ;md  supplies. 

Earlv  halted  the  troops  about  noon  to  reform  their  lines,  as 
many  of  the  men  had  droi)ped  out  of  the  ranks  while  passing 
through  the  enemy's  camp  to  plunder,  which  thinned  our  lines 
to  an  alarming  extent — a  detachment  being  sent  to  clear  the 
camp  and  drive  the  stragglers  back  to  their  conmiands. 
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Slieridan  came  up  with  the  Sixth  Corps  and  a  portion  of  his 
cavah-y,  neither  of  which  had  l)een  in  the  mornin;.;'s  eiij^aj^'j- 
nicnt,  and  scein^i;-  tlie  (h.-,ur_L;-ani/.cd  condition  of  Early's  lr(M)j^^s, 
attacked  them,  when  tlie  whole  line  ^^ave  awav  jnst  before  dark 
and  retreated.  The  l)ridg-e  near  Spanj^ler's  mill  hroke  down, 
which  slopped  onr  trains,  makinL;-  their  capture  an  easy  mailer 
for  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

By  this  movement  Sheridan  not  only  recaptured  all  the  guns 
he  had  lost  in  the  morning,  hut  took  23  guns,  over  one  thousand 
prisoners  and  many  wagons  from  Early. 

It  was  a  great  victory  gi\  en  uj),  hy  onr  troojis  becoming 
demoralized,  by  plundering  the  enem\'s  camp.  Unman  iiature 
is  frail  under  the  most  favorable  condili(jns.  Soldiers  are  prone 
to  plunder  when  nui  in  need.  ( )ur  men  in  their  half  feil,  half 
clad  and  scantily  equipjjcd  condition,  would  ha\e  been  more 
than  human  had  they  resisted  the  templation  to  help  themselves 
from  the  great  abundance  everywhere  to  be  found.  • 

It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  troops  engaged 
in  the  Battle  of  Winchester,  but  after  much  care  and  research 
I  found  in  the  oflicial  records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Vol. 
6;i,,  Sheridan's  report  for  the  month  of  August,  ])resent  for  tluty, 
as  follows:  Crook's  Corps,  21,006;  Sixlh  Corps,  11,956;  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  12,504;  Cen.  Torbcrl's  Cavalry,  8,502;  total, 
53,968.  Deduct  6,000  for  guard  duly  and  3,000  added  for  sick- 
ness and  absent,  between  the  date  of  the  report  and  the  liallle, 
Sheridan  had  not  less  than  45,000  men  engaged.  Sherirlan  lost 
in  the  campaign,  from  Winchester  to  Cedar  Creek,  killed,  1,938; 
wounded,  11,893;  missing,  3,121;  total,  16,952. 

The  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers,  Vt)l.  IX,  extracts 
from  Colonel  Taylor's  book,  gives  Early's  troops  present  for 
duty  Aug.  31st,  as  follows:  Breckenridge's  Division,  2,104; 
Rhode's  Division,  3,013;  Gordon's  Division,  2,5.14;  Ramseur's 
Division,  1,909;  Cavalry  and  Artillery,  3,000;  total.  12.570. 
The  cavalry  is  Early's  estimate,  and  1  arii  disposed  to  think  is 
too  low,  but  I  am  satished  that  Early's  force  did  not  exceed 
15,000  at  the  Battle  of  Winchester. 

General  Early  was  terrilily  criticised  for  his  several  dcfeals. 
Soldiers,  like  men  in  all  other  walks  of  life,  are  measured  by  the 
success  they  attain;  the  difficulties  that  make  success  impobsible 


:A       t 


iV 


,:fi  ^:ii  1-.;  I. ■'•.''<   '■  S.I  '!-"-■  '     ^>  ■■  ^ri^r  ,,.  ,"  rlj.;f^:j 


f,  ,-   •   1 


!,.'n  ^  -^ii'v 


)'<:/) J.* .»;   ■.>nr. 


li;  ■■  .  .   ■;  .-Mi  IT. ,    !•;. .  '/.■ ,   .t^..-  If; ,  ■  ■     ■  ...  •■'  :'':r.j;'i  /'  r:;n .'/   ' ; 

'/,.u.  ...->/■    :'''-^;         '  :^.-M!ti.   li.'v  ■:>:•.>:  ;     '•;..       '•^:i-.    ':        .'■<'■■)'.    li   ':! 

:'->v[j  '.   ijIj  ■;!■■.[     '  '-uij;.  ..  f  j  o.i'  ■  o.  .  :•'  •  /t^d.  ',0,11  fuunnr'  m.di 
■    i)i'j;..-  •;<!  <.J  :^  ..'Ir  ,;i   V  ;   V',,..;   t    ■'  fi  Ml  ni 

.1,.  /     r    -'i!  .,:  .;!      :.;•,>'/'   •;  'I  I.;  r.i,-M»jv-/  ii,i--i''lr.  ':;rl^  f:!  ijn:joH 
,    ,'■    ;('•,'    .  '    .■  '\'\r.    _'    if  J. '!■-■,    .  .'^     ,,  )  ..    ,:••;'    '    '   ,■  '  i'  "'■'"    >     ;■,    '!,.!;■  5I   :  ,.■ 
.r.      ■;.  1  !v  !;{>^,      .>:.;    i.-u:    /  . :  il)  fr-n.  ^  J     ot'X'.'' 

-;   ;    I    '  •,;,'  ;  .  ''1)1  J  ,  A   :' .1  <v.   I-,  ,-;.;  [-iir//  M-  '' ?  , : i'^; iK.-f wi >iO  j;!]  f;i 

■-'i   ji,.. :.;;.:   ,;..:'■.  <;',■[',!■'    -■^■;i"    vlvju'!    '/••!,);  r   i-.',)olij".'  /riO'il 


,i,Ml  J   r».   .;.■>■■.[-:  i*:   I., 


'ir,{{tt;^>  r{  ,V  rri  ^[  yi'r.y^o  :>i'rr 


,•31,^1 


'.,■/■■■  <:jnr  J- 
'I'M    ■■  i'';;i;r;  ■,.:- 


3(li  ,;n; 


72  A  Rkbel  (jf  "6 1. 

arc  not  considered,  as  men  seldom  lake  the  time  to  in\'esii!.;aie 
the  cause  of  faihire  in  (jthers.  At  Winchester,  with  less  tlian 
15,000  troops,  lie  fought  Sheridan's  .15,000  to  a  standstill  fur 
nearly  a  whole  day,  intlicting  upon  them  fearlu.l  lu^s.  After  his 
rout  at  Fisher's  Hill,  when  reinforced  by  Kershaw's  _>, 700 
infantry  and  Rosser's  600  cavalry,  which  al)Out  made  u])  lii-  lu^< 
in  those  two  eng-ag-ements,  he  followed  Sheridan  down  the  \  al 
ley,  planned  and  attacketl  him  at  Cedar  Creek,  which,  fur  hrih 
liant  conception  and  daring  execution,  when  numliers  are  con- 
sidered, should  rank  him  among  the  great  captains  of  the  Way. 
In  the  campaign  just  closed  Sheridan  lost  over  sixteen  tluni-and 
men,  being-  more  than  Early  had  in  his  entire  army. 

Our  camp  was  near  the  Massanutten  l^donntain;  the  early 
frost  IkuI  g-iven  its  forests  their  aulunm  tints,  presenting  that 
Combination  of  gorgeous  color  01  dy  to  be  seen  in  a  Southern 
clinic. 

One  of  the  teamsters  being  boisterous  by  too  nnich  Ap])!e 
Jack  was  tied  up  to  a  limb  of  a  tree.  This  was  the  first  and  only 
case  of  punishment  inflicted  by  the  Captain  while  I  was  willi  the 
train.  I  was  on  the  best  of  terms  with  the  teamsters.  Some 
of  them  were  expert  foragers,  esi)ecially  Ivichanls,  the  black- 
smith. One  day  an  old  farmer  came  to  the  canij)  and  com- 
plained that  some  one  had  killed  his  sheep;  that  he  had  tiaeked 
the  offender  1)y  the  blood  t(j  our  camp.  The  Captain  called  up 
the  men,  when  they  tlenied  the  accusation,  I)ut  to  sati-f}'  the 
farmer  and  himself,  he  searched  the  camp  and  wagons  without 
success.  Richards  was  busy  at  the  forge  making-  horseslioes, 
the  very  picture  of  innocent  indignation,  while  the  search  was 
in  progress.  Soon  as  the  old  man  had  left  and  the  t  apiain 
gone  in  his  tent,  Richards  calletl  to  me,  threw  the  anvil  te>  the 
ground,  raised  the  hollow  l)lock  ui)on  which  it  rested,  when  a 
bucket  of  fresh  mutton  met  my  astonished  gaze. 

SOLDIER. 

On  October  the  26th,  having  ascertained  that  the  command 
1  had  selectetl  to  join  was  in  the  Lin-a}-  Valley,  1  IkuIc  go<)d  bye 
to  the  Captain's  cami),  where  I  had  formed  some  strong-  attach- 
ments, mounted  my  horse  and  proceeded  in  a  norlhea.-urly 
direction,  with  two  mountains  in  my  path.     The  early  jjart  of 
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the  ride  took  me  over  Fort  ^Mountain  and  tliroui^h  a  Valley  of 
the  same  name.  In  this  Valley  the  ruins  uf  Sheriilan's  devasta- 
tors were  everywhere  to  he  seen.  War  must  make  men  demons. 
Only  devils  eonld  inllict  so  mueh  misery  on  iiUKjcent  women 
and  children,  as  the  destruction  of  their  property  must,  of  neces- 
sity, lead  to  much  suffering  before  winter  is  over. 

It  was  late  in  the  day  when  I  crossed  the  Massanutten  Moun- 
tain. The  air  was  full  of  autumn-cohjred  leaves,  and  the  sun  in 
golden  streams  drifted  through  the  half-bare  branches  under 
which  I  rode.  The  clear,  crisp  atmosphere  and  the  grandeur 
of  the  scenery  calmed  and  soothe^l  the  indignali-.n  that  had 
raged  within  my  breast  while  passing  through  Sheridan's  path 
of  wanton  destruction  and  cruelty. 

1  halted  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Shenantloah  river,  where  I 
remained  over  night,  sleeping  in  a  barn  by  the  owner's  permis- 
sion. He  had  been  boiling  sorghum,  and  the  ycnmg  pe<;)[~ile  of 
the  neighborhood  had  a  party  during  the  evening.  The  girls 
in  their  homespuns  were  there  in  numbers;  the  male  portion  was 
composed  of  youths,  about  14  years  and  under.  They  had  a 
good  time  and  sung  their  homely  Mountain  songs  with  nmch 
vigor  until  late  in  the  night. 

I  rode  through  rain  and  mud  nearly  all  the  next  day,  reaching 
the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  shortly  befure  dark,  when  I  became 
a  member  of  Co.  C,  Lieut.  Waiters  conmianding.  This  com- 
pany had  a  numlier  of  boys  in  its  ranks  from  llagcrstown.  in 
the  spring  of  '63,  at  Brandy  Station,  the  battalion  numbered 
(')50  men,  but  now  it  did  not  have  over  90  in  its  ranks,  and  tliey 
were  poorly  mounted  and  badly  ecpiipped.  They  were  doing 
picket  duty  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Shenandoah  river,  at 
Burner's  Ford,  just  north  of  IMilford. 

It  had  been  raining  all  day  and  continued  all  night,  and  being 
without  slielter  1  tried  to  sleej),  but  the  water  gelling  l)etween 
me  and  the  blanket  al)out  midnight  com])e!lc(l  me  to  gel  up, 
when  I  stood  around  a  half-smulhered  hre  until  da)li^lit  in  a 
most  uncomfortable  frame  of  mind. 

Both  men  and  horses  fared  badly  for  food,  as  the  section  was 
a  mountainous  and  non-productive  country,  and  Sheridan's  in- 
cendiaries had  destroyed  what  little  crops  they  found  in  their 
path,  making  foraging  very  ihlhcult,  especially  when  we  had 
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orders  only  to  take  from  those  wlio  were  willing-  to  part  with 
their  corn  for  Confederate  money. 

I  had  been  with  the  command  about  a  wee!:,  v;hcn  I  received 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stonebraker,  recpiestinj^r  nic  not  to  enlist, 
but  come  to  him  at  once.  I  submitted  the  letter  to  Lieut.  Wat- 
ters,  who  not  only  gave  me  permission  to  leave,  but  full  liberty 
to  act  as  circumstances  might  suggest.  I  left  camp  on  Nov. 
4th,  passed  through  the  town  of  Luray,  forded  the  Shenandoah 
river,  and  crossed  the  Massanutten  i\bjuntain,  reachim>;  the 
Captain's  tent  just  at  dark. 

The  Captain  offered  to  make  me  his  Orderly,  saying  that  it 
would  be  a  much  easier  position  and  freer  from  danger  tlian  a 
private  in  the  regular  army.  I  tlianked  him  very  nuich,  but 
declined  his  offer  because  I  felt  that  \  ought  to  be  in  the  ranks. 
I  remained  with  him  a  few  days,  reading  and  resting  my  hor.se. 
While  here  he  gave  a  jlinner  to  some  of  his  oiVicer  friends. 
Recast  turlcey^J)cef_iLnd Jntittoii  in  pj-ofu^ion;  no  sweets,  but 
plenty  of  Apple  Jack.  After  the  dimier  they  pla\  ed  poker,  and 
continued  the  game  all  night. 

The  Captain  received  a  letter  from  his  wife,  who  lived  in 
Montgomery  County,  IMaryland — it  came  through  the  lines  \ia 
Flag  of  Truce.  I  wrote  home  by  the  same  channel.  ( )ne  of  the 
conditions  was  that  all  letters  should  be  unsealed.  I  afterwards 
ascertained  that  my  letter  went  through  all  right,  much  to  the 
gratification  of  my  parents,  who,  while  suspecting,  did  not  know 
of  my  wherealjouts. 

Since  my  absence  all  the  ablebodied  teamsters  had  been  sent 
to  their  respective  commands,  and  disabled  men  put  in  ihrir 
places,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  Ca])tain.  as  it  disorganized 
his  trains,  but  the  Confederacy  was  in  such  straits  for  soldiers 
that  they  had  to  recruit  their  ranks  from  all  and  every  source. 

I  rejoined  the  battalion  gth  of  November,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  next  day  our  brigade  made  a  forward  movement, 
marching  through  and  encamping  for  the  night  two  miles  north 
of  Milford.  At  daylight  we  were  in  the  saddle  again,  our  bat- 
talion taking  the  advance,  reaching  Front  Royal  about  noon, 
wdiere  we  halted  and  grazed  our  horses  for  a  short  lime.  We 
crossed  the  Shenandoah  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  on  the 
right  of  the  pike  until  the  balance  of  the  brigade  came  up,  when 
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we  moved  ac^ain  ami  encamped  fdr  llic  nij^ht  three  miU-s  r.urlli 
of  Aliddletcjwn.  The  next  morninj,;-.  with  h(.'a\'y  Ih-inL;-  in  our 
front  we  continued  our  advance,  reaching-  antl  taking"  a  position 
on  the  riglit  of  Newtown.  Here  fn'teen  of  oiu"  conipan\'  :nid 
ri\-e  of  P)  Company  were  detailcdi  as  \-idcttcs.  W'e  were  (hr,- 
mounted  and  i)laced  in  Hne  al)Otit  three  hinidred  feet  apart,  v.  hen 
we  were  advanced  soiue  (h^tance  in  frnut  of  the  battalicni  where 
we  remained  until  sunset  when  we  rejoined  our  command,  wliich 
retreated  nearl\'  all  night,  halting  some  miles  south  oi  h^'ont 
Royal.  The  next  day  ^ve  reocctipied  (jur  (dd  camp  which  we 
had  left  three  days  ago.  If  anything  was  accompli.-ihcd  \<}  the 
move  it  is  more  than  I  was  able  to  learn,  hut  supposed  it  >.a.-,  a 
reconnaissance  to  ascertain  if  Sheridan  had  sent  part  of  his  force 
to  Grant  at  Richmond,  as  reported.  The  next  morning  one- 
third  of  the  haltalion  was  sent  on  a  foraging  expedition;  we  rode 
all  day  without  success  and  returned  to  fmd  that  the  coinmand 
had  moved,  but  we  stayed  all  night  in  the  old  camp  and  rej')ined 
them  the  next  day. 

Ijoth  men  and  horses  have  had  little  or  nuihing  to  eat  f<"'r 
some  da)s;  in  fact  the  horses  are  in  a  stars'irig  condition.  A 
small  i)arty  from  our  company  stole  corn  dtudng  tlie  night.  I 
am  free  to  confess  that  I  felt  like  a  tliief  ought  in  feel  when  so 
engaged,  btit  necessity  knows  no  law;  the  Ciovernment  can't 
feed  (jur  animals  and  it  is  steal  or  walk.  Horses  are  selling 
from  live  to  eight  thousand  dollars  apiece,  and  on]_\-  those  cap- 
tin-ed  l)y  a  soldier  can  bp  had  at  any  piice.  The  next  morning 
we  went  to  the  river  and  ilid  picket  dtity  for  two  days;  it  rained 
and  snowed  the  best  part  of  the  time,  with  the  mud  knee  deei). 

The  Federals  having  ad\-anced  against  otir  position,  ve  were 
hurried  to  the  front  and  formed  into  line  of  battle,  mounted, 
just  in  the  rear  of  otu^  breastworks,  while  the  balance  uf  the 
brigade  were  dismounted  anil  manned  the  work.'^.  The  enemy 
came  up.  and  after  exchanging  a  few  shots  wi'.h  oin-  outpo-,ts,  fell 
back,  but  we  remained  in  positicjn  until  long  after  dail:,  in  case 
of  an  emergency. 

We  went  back  to  camp  both  cold  and  hungry.  To  make 
matters  worse,  neither  nien  or  horses  got  anything  to  eat,  ha\  ing 
fasied  all  day.  .Vt  sunrise  the  next  morning  we  broke  camp 
and  moved  off.     We  crossed  the  Blue   Ridge  at  Thornton's 
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Gap,  where  \vc  found  snow  two  inches  deep,  the  weather  hitler 
cold,   the  men   sutlerin^-  because   ot   tlieir   destitute   eoiLhiinn. 
During  the  march  we  passed  many  orchards  fuH  of  frozen  a[)i'les, 
wliich  the  men  devoured  ra\'en(ju>]y.  l)eing  the  only  thin-  they 
got   to  eat  (ju  the  march.      \\'e  encamped  for  the  niglil   near 
SperrN-vihe,  hut  resumed  the  march  earls  the  next  morning,  the 
men  still  eating  frozen  fruit.      We  went  into  cam])  seven  miles 
south  of  Sperryville  and  received  a  half  ration  of  [\unv  fur  each 
man.  v.hich  we  made  into  duugh  ]>}'  mixing  with  water,  sjiread 
the  dough  on  Hat  stones  and  set  them  before  the  hre  to  bake. 
Most  excellent  "  Johnnie  Cake  "  out  of  corn  meal  was  riKule  in 
the  same  manner.      Instead  of  stone,  \vc  baked  it  on  a  1  oard  ur 
broa'l  ikit  chip  cut  from  a  tree  when  a  board  could  not  be  had. 
A\dien  1)rown  on  one  side,  \\'e  gentl_\-  struck  the  corner  of  the 
board,    wdiich    loosened    the    cake;    it    was    then    re^'er.^ed    and 
Ijrowned  on  the  other  side.     The  end  of  the  next  day,  Nov.  25th, 
A\e  reached  Little  Washington,  encamijing  in  a  piece  of  woods 
east  of  tlie  to\vn  and  receixed  two  and  a  half  rations  of  ibjur. 
\Ve  were  now  encamped  near  the  county  seal  of  kap])ahan- 
nock.     The  county  was  full  of  corn  and  forage,  but  the  citizens 
were  h)th  to  i)art  with  anything  they  had  for  Confederate  m-ney. 
Some  of  us  ct)ntinued  to  forage  after  night  to  kee])  our  horses 
from  star\ing.      1  was  shot  at  by  one  of  the  guarvls  on  one  oi 
my  marauding  expeditions.     The  country  was  full  of  little  stills, 
all  turning  api)les  inU;  branch';  many  oi  the  men  spreed  for  a 
week.  ' 

Alosby  and  his  men  occu[)ied  Loudon  CotnUy  and  vicinity 
from  the  Ijeginning  until  the  close  of  the  War.  lie  not  only 
gave  General  Lee  valuable  information  as  to  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  but  annoN'ed  the  Leilerals  l)y  capturing  small  jiar- 
ties  of  soldiers  and  the  destruction  of  many  of  their  transi)orta- 
tion  trains.  All  ellorts  to  capture  or  dislodge  them  from  their 
mountain  homes  failed. 

Sheridan  having  made  his  path  through  the  Shenandoah  and 
adjoining  valleys  a  barren  waste  1)\-  the  torch,  now  turned,  his 
attention  to  the  section  occujjied  by  Abisby.  Speakmg  of  the 
Shenandoah  campaign,  he  says:  "  L)uring  this  campaitMi,  J  wa-^ 
at  times  annoyed  by  guerilla  bands,  the  most  formidable  of 
which  was  ]\Iosbv,  who  made  liis  head([uarters  east  of  the  Line 
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Riilge  in  the  section  of  the  country  oi  lJp])ervillc.  1  had  con- 
stanily  refused  to  operate  ai^'ainbt  these  bands,  heheviui;-  ihcni 
tu  be,  substantially,  a  beneht  to  me,  as  they  prcventeil  siraL,- 
glini^  and  kept  my  trains  well  closed  up,  and  dischari^ed  such 
other  duties  as  would  have  required  a  pruvost  t;"uard  of  at  k-a.st 
two  regiments  of  cavalry.  In  retaliation  fur  assistance  and  sym- 
pathy g'iven  them,  howe\'er,  l)y  the  inhabitants  of  l.oudon  \'al- 
le)',  General  IMerritt,  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  was  directed 
to  proceed  on  the  28th  of  November,  1864,  to  the  valley  under 
the  follow'ing-  instructions:  '  They  were  to  cross  the  mountain 
at  Ashby's  Ciap,  concentrate  at  Snickersville  on  the  29111  and 
operate  both  east  and  west,  moving'  towards  the  Potomac'  lie 
sa}s:  *  To  clear  the  country  of  these  parlies  that  are  bringing' 
destruction  upon  the  innocent,  as  well  as  their  guilty  sujjport- 
ers,  by  their  cowardly  acts,  you  will  consume  antl  destroy  all 
forage  and  stibsistence,  burn  all  barns  and  mills  and  their  con- 
tents, drive  off  all  stock  in  the  region,  the  boundaries  of  which 
are  above  described.'  " 

Information  of  Merritt's  devastating  expedition  reached  our 
camp  late  on  the  30th.  Early  the  next  morning"  our  brigade, 
imder  Gen.  Davidson,  moved  rapidly  towards  Loudon,  with  the 
hope  of  striking  the  raiders.  Ten  of  our  battalion,  under  l.t. 
Ditty,  were  detailed  as  an  advance  guatd.  \A'e  kept  some  dis- 
tance in  front  of  the  command  and  when  we  left  the  main  rc;ad 
we  cut  branches  cjf  cellars  and  strewed  them  in  our  tracks,  so 
the  command  would  follow  our  i)ath.  When  we  reached  Pied- 
mont, on  the  O.  &  A.  R.  R.,  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  the 
connnand.  When  we  returned  to  the  conuuand  the  ( ieneral 
was  drind-c  and  denied  ordering"  our  return,  said  we  should  g"0 
back  and  not  return  until  we  struck  the  "  Yankees."  W'o  rode 
all  day  and  the  best  part  of  the  night,  in  all  about  sixty  nuks. 
When  near  Bloomfield  we  hid  our  horses  in  the  bushes,  and 
being"  inside  of  the  Federal  lines,  could  not  make  tu"e.  We  re- 
mained here  until  daylight,  l.t.  Dilly,  with  one  man,  left  us 
during-  the  night  to  ascertain  something  about  the  enemy's 
movements. 

Having'  ascertained  the  position  of  the  Federals,  ^ve  returned 
to  report  to  the  command,  but  found  that  they  had  retiaced  their 
steps,  as  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  raiders,  as  they  hail  too 
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much  start.  During-  the  first  day's  march  we  saw  main'  of 
Mosliy's  men,  who  kept  in  the  (hstance  until  the\'  [(anul  out 
who  we  were.  As  we  ncared  a  hitle  village,  and  being  some  dis- 
tance in  advance  of  the  detail,  J  noticed  sex'cral  ladies  un  a  ver- 
anda in  an  unusual  state  of  excitement,  and  as  i  passed  a  stable 
one  of  Mosliy's  men  rushed  out  with  a  ])istol  in  each  hand  de- 
manding that  I  surrender.  The  blue  overcoat  that  I  wore  made 
him  take  me  for  a  Federal,  ddie  situation  was  scj  conncal  that 
I  laughed  in  his  face.  Ex]:)lanations  fiillowetl,  an.d  instead  of 
showing  his  sweetheart  a  "  Yaidcee  "  prisoner,  he  calleil  to  them 
that  the  old  regulars  were  coming,  when  there  was  general  re- 
joicing among  the  ladies.. 

We  returned  by  way  of  Rectortown,  the  party  dividing  in 
pairs  so  as  to  get  something  to  eat  by  begging  from  the  citizens, 
as  our  rations  were  exhausted.  We  rejoined  our  connnand, 
Decemljcr  3d,  at  the  camp  at   Little  Washington. 

The  Confetlerate  soldier  always  selected  a  i)iece  of  timber, 
wdicn  available,  for  his  camping  place.  Why  this  was  so  1  have 
never  seen  explained.  The  hrst  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  South- 
ern army  can-ie  from  the  Gulf  States,  and  being  poorly  provided 
in  camp  equipage,  naturally,  to  shield  themselves  from  the  heat 
of  the  noon-day  sun,  sought  the  shade  of  the  forest.  The  indi- 
viduality of  the  Confederate  soldier  was  such  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  a  machine  of  him,  as  he  would  not  subuiit  to 
discipline.  He  fought  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  acknowledged 
no  one  as  his  superior.  As  a  rule.  l)oth  officers  and  men  were 
on  an  equal  footing,  and  this  often  impaired  his  efficiency  when 
in  battle. 

The  Federals  preferred  an  open  space  for  their  camp.  Being 
magnificently  ecjuipped,  they  laid  out  their  camps  in  regular 
order,  their  tents  fronting  on  broad  avenues.  Their  olhcers 
were  strict  disciplinarians  and  no  one  could  pass  in  or  out  with- 
out permission.  They  also  prized  the  "  Pomp,  pride  and  cir- 
cumstance of  glorious  War."  At  the  l)attle  of  Aulietam, 
McClellan's  troops  marched  into  line,  under  fire,  with  bands 
playing,  banners  flying  and  lines  dressed.  It  is  said  that  Cald- 
well's brigade  relieved  Meagher's  brigade  from  one  of  the  hot- 
test contested  portions  of  the  lield,  the  one  breaking  ].>y  com- 
panies to  the  front  and  the  other  by  companies  to  the  rear. 
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Had  it  been  a  Confederate  movement,  tlicy  wouM  not  have 
wasted  the  time  nor  exi)Osed  their  men  in  any  snch  re-nlar 
movement,  Imt  the  front  Ijrigade  \v<')nld  have  laid  ilat  on  the 
i^^ronntl  while  the  rear  brigade  marched  over  them. 

The  woods  certainly  had  many  advantages  over  rni  o])en 
space  for  a  camj).  It  not  only  uroi-xltd  the  men  from  the  heat 
in  the  snnnner,  bnt  in  \vinter  fuel  was  always  near  at  hand. 
The  men  divided  themselves  into  groups  of  four  to  eight  men 
each;  the  rations  of  these  men  were  issued  together,  and  the 
labor,  such  as  cutting  wood,  and  carrying  water,  was  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  mess.  W'hen  the  weather  was  \-ery 
cold,  a  large  tree  was  felled  to  the  gruuntl,  and  afier  all  thv  small 
wood  was  cut  into  the  length  desired,  the  trunk  v^as  used  as  a 
back  log  to  build  a  fire  against,  which  was  kept  going  both  day 
and  night,  the  men  spreading  their  blankets  on  the  ground. 
l)'ing  with  their  feet  towards  the  hre,  and  whoever  iirst 
awakened  replenished  it  during  the  night. 

In  the  next  three  days  but  one  day's  rations  of  corn  meal  was 
issued  to  the  men,  and  its  quality  was  such  that  the  officers  pro- 
nounced it  only  lit  for  horse  feed.  Forage  was  so  scarce  that 
we  turned  our  horses  out  to  graze  on  dead  grass  and  Ijushes. 
Something  shortly  had  to  be  done  or  they  wouUl  starve.  Just 
as  I  was  s[)reading  my  blanket  for  the  night  I  noticed  some  of 
the  company  mounting  their  horses,  preparatory  for  a  raid  on 
some  corn  held.  I  hurried  to  join  the  parly,  but  by  the  time  I 
got  my  horse  saddled  tliey  were  well  under  way  and  I  put  my 
horse  in  a  run  to  overtake  them.  As  I  crossed  the  road  south 
of  our  picket  post,  I  met  one  of  Company  B's  men  who  had 
taken  a  near  cut,  on  foot,  running  lo  catch  up  with  the  party. 
The  man  on  the  picket  post  seeing  the  raiders  and  thinking 
them  to  be  Federals,  reported  that  a  squad  of  the  enemy  had 
passed  by  the  camp  and  taken  a  man  from  the  lower  post,  going 
in  a  westerly  direction.  This  led  General  Davidson  to  conclude 
that  we  were  a  reconnoitering  party  of  the  enemy  who  intended 
to  attempt  to  surprise  his  camp.  He  ordered  the  Twenty-sixth 
Ijattalion  under  arms  and  posted  two  comj^anies  behind  the  stone 
fence  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  just  where  we  had  crossed  the  road. 
While  these  preparations  were  in  progress,  we  had  secured  what 
corn  we  wanted  and  were  returning  to  camp.  As  we  ascended 
the  hill  we  wtie  met  by  a  command  to  'dialt,  halt,"  and  the  next 
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iiibtant  saw  a  flash  of  fire,  followed  by  the  report  of  carbines 
from  the  men  behind  the  fence.  Our  party  was  much  scat- 
tered, and  that  some  were  not  killed  was  owing-  to  the  darkncbS 
and  the  aim  of  the  men  being-  a  little  too  high,  as  the  bullets 
passed  over  our  heads. 

I >  with  an  exclammation,  fell  from  his  horse  and  rolled 

into  a  ditch,  and  1  supposed  he  was  shot.     B and  1  were 

captured. 

The  firing  had  aroused  the  whole  camp,  the  General  riding  up 
to  where  we  were  in  a  full  run,  and  when  he  ascertained  ihat  we 
were  part  of  his  command  the  air  was  full  of  brimstone  fur  a 
while. 

lie  demanded  the  names  of  those  who  escaped  and  ordered 
us  to  be  taken  to  the  provost  guard  and  tied  up  until  we  did 
tell.  B showed  signs  of  flinching,  but  I  shamed  and  threat- 
ened and  he  held  his  tongue.  It  was  a  bitter  cold  night,  but  the 
lieutenant  of  the  guard  was  a  gentleman  and  executed  the 
order  as  leniently  as  possible.  He  tied  our  hands  loosely  to- 
gether and  drew^  them  over  our  head  and  fastened  them  to  a 
limb  of  a  tree  and  had  a  fire  built  near  us.  The  rope  was  so 
loose  that  we  slipped  one  hand  out  and  warmed  it  by  the  fire; 
when  it  was  warm  we  exchanged  it  for  the  oiher.  He  pretended 
not  to  see  us,  but  the  situation  was  one  of  great  hardshij),  and  we 
had  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  guard.  The  next  morning  two  of 
the  general's  staff  called  to  see  if  we  were  ready  to  tell  and  got 
no  for  their  answer.  One  of  the  guards  took  a  message  to  one 
of  my  friends,  and  wdien  our  company  learned  of  our  predica- 
ment they  were  much  incensed  and  inimediately  formed  into  line 
and  were  marching  to  take  us  from  the  guard  by  force. 

Lt.  Dorsey,  wdio  commanded  the  battalion,  prevailed  upon  the 
men  to  desist  until  he  could  see  the  General.  We  were 
finally  released  on  condition  that  we  should  pay  for  the  corn, 
estimated  by  some  of  the  officers  to  be  four  bushels.  Having 
found  the  owner,  I  paid  him  twenty  dollars  and  accepted  his  invi- 
tation to  dinner,  but  he  never  knew  that  1  was  one  of  the 
raiders. 

When  I rolled  from  his  horse  and  secreted  himself  in  a 

ditch,  his  horse  was  taken  to  the  cam])  with  us.     Some  of  liis 
messmates  teased  him  unmercifully,  because  he  returned  to  the 
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'.  camp  without  horse  or  corn  and  intimated  that  our  account  of 

'  his  escape  rellected  upon  his  courage.      lie  approached  ii , 

!  whose  mess  was  hut  a  short  (hstanoe  from  where  I  was  standimj', 

j  and  in  a  loud  antl  ahusive  manner  oUcred  to  lii;ht.      W ■ — , 

!  acted  as  thou_L;h  he  was  afraid  and  diil  n«4  arise  from  a  sitting;" 

j  posture.      1 then  said,  "  Perhaps  Stonchraker  will  lii^ht," 

1  and  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "Stonehreaker,  if  you  saitl  so  and  so 

j  (repeating-  something-  that  was  never  said)  you  are  a  d , 

1  ''  Whack,"  I  took  him  in  the  eye,  down  he  went  and  I  on  toj)  of 

j  him.      We  were  i)arted;  he  carried  a  black  e}'e  for  some  time. 

j       A  few  days  afterwards  we  talked  the  matter  o\'er,  when  he 

:  said,  "  When  I  offered  to  light  you,  I  meant  at  tl^e  muzzle  of 

!  the  nuisket."      I  replied  "that  you  came  to  me  as  a  blackguard 

and  I  met  )'0U  as  such,  but  1  now  hold  m3-self  ready  to  give 

you  any  satisfaction  you  desire."     The  fact  of  the  matter,  is  he 

I'lad  more  mouth  than  courage  and  he  never  forgave  me  for 

meeting  his  bluff  as  I  did. 

The  weather  continued  very  cold,  greatly  to  the  discomf(jrt 
of  the  men,  as  they  were  without  shelter  of  any  kind,  and  being 
scantily  fed,  receiving  one-half  ration  of  corn  meal  to  each  man 
about  e\'ery  other  da}',  ddie  horses  were  worse  cjff  than  the 
men  and  1  determined  not  to  let  my  liorse  starve  as  long  as  for- 
age could  be  had,  and  from  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  war 
I  raided  hay  and  fodder  stacks  whenc\er  the  Government  failed 
to  furnish  feed  for  my  horse. 

On  Dec.  the  12th  we  broke  camp,  moving  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  passed  through  and  encamped  south  of  Sperryville. 
I  N(Jt  having  our  axes  we  made  fires  with  fence  rails  and  cleaned 
the  snow  from  the  ground  before  we  could  spread  our  blankets. 
Both  men  and  horses  went  to  sleep  on  empty  stomachs.  The 
march  was  continued  the  next  day;  we  moved  along;  Robinson's 
ri\-er.  We  passed  through  Criglersville  and  encamped  at  the 
fool  of  ihe  IMue  Ridge,  near  Milam's  (ia]>.  The  weatlier  was 
so  cold  that  1  dismounted  and  te)oI:  luTl  of  my  horse's'lail  and 
walked  the  greater  portion  of  the  day  to  keep  my  feet  from 
freezing. 

We  remained  in  this  cam]:*  for  several  da}'S,  the  men  getting 
aljout  a  half  a  pound  of  corn  meal  each  day.  We  had  to  redy 
upon  our  wits  to  get  an  occasional  meal  from  the  citizens.    This 
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was  not  always  an  easy  matter,  as  they  liad  suffered  so  much 
from  the  ^^^ar  and  many  were  very  ]Joor.  If  you  met  the  man  of 
the  house,  nine  times  out  of  ten  he  would  turn  )()u  away  with  an 
empty  stomach. 

One  day  while  on  the  march  Dall  and  I  left  the  connnand  and 
approached  a  line  looking  pkinlaiion.  All  the  snrrumidii;;.;s 
indicated  that  the  owner  was  a  man  ui  wealth,  lie  met  u>  at 
the  door  anil  when  we  made  our  wants  known,  he  became  \-ery 
indignant  and  said,  "  Do  you  think  I  can  feed  the  whole  world?' 
But  when  he  learned  how  great  was  our  distress  he  sent  us  to 
his  wife.  The  family  and  guests  had  just  finishe<l  their  meal, 
antl  the  sight  of  the  tal.le,  with  its  white  linen  cloth,  cut  glass 
and  bright  silver,  almost  paralyzes!  us.  Airs.  Chaplain,  with  the 
grace  of  a  true  Southern  woman,  ga\e  us  a  magniticem  meal. 

I  can  not  recall  a  single  instance  of  ever  Ix-ing  turned  away 
from  a  house  empty  handed  by  a  woman,  either  rich  or  ptjor. 
\Vhen  returning  from  the  Loudt^i  County  ex[)editi(jn,  our 
rations  gave  out.  and  the  men  scattered  to  forage  on  the  country 
through  which  they  passctl.  I  took  the  road  that  ran  along  the 
foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Some  distance  from  the  road,  on  the 
side  of  a  hill,  I  notice  a  colunm  of  blue  smoke  curling  above  the 
bare  branches  of  the  trees.  1  turned  my  horse's  head  in  that 
direction  and  soon  came  upon  a  one-story  log  cabin.  As  1 
neared  the  place  not  a  sign  of  life  was  to  be  seen  e.xcept  the 
smoke  from  the  chimney,  not  even  a  dog.  E\erything  denoted 
extreme  poverty  and  the  place  looketl  so  forlorn  tint  1  debated 
with  myself  before  knocking.  A  tall,  slender  woman  with  a 
pale,  sad  face  opened  the  door,  and  when  1  asked  her  for  some- 
thing to  eat  she  looked  me  full  in  the  face  for  a  moment,  then 
turned  and  gave  me  a  jMece  of  cold  ash  cake,  shut  the  door,  and 
never  a  word  escaped  her  lips.  1  have  often  wished  that  I  had 
learned  her  name  and  knew  her  stc^ry. 

We  scoured  the  country  in  every  direction  for  forage  for  the 
horses,  but  no  one  was  willing  to  sell,  and  we  were  forced  to  take 
fodder  without  the  owner's  ccjnsent  on  very  many  occasions. 

Having  exhausted  the  country  of  sui)plies.  the  march  v.as 
resumed  through  rain,  sleet  and  slush.  We  passed  through 
jNIadison  Court  House  and  encamped  on  the  Stannardsville 
road  a  few  miles  southeast  of  the  town.     The  next  dav  1  was  or- 
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j  dored  to  report  at  hcadciiiartcrs,   niouiiled,  wlicre   1  j(*iac(l  a 

I  small  scjuad  of  men  detailed  for  special  duty.      1   was  assigned 

I  to  guard   Ihe  [)remises  of  a  Mr.   L'rtz,  a  farmer  who  resided  a 

j  few  miles  from  our  camp.      That  night  I  slei)t  in  a  feather  hcd, 

I  and  had  ham  and  eggs,  warm  cakes  and  sorghum  for  breakfast. 

I  The  madam  and   several  daughters  were   wea\ing  plaid   dress 

I  goods  \\iili  a  hand  kjom,  and  1  was  nuich  impressed  with  the 

beauty  of  some  of  the  patterns.     Several  small  children  were 

i  barefooted,  and  it  made  the  cold  chills  run  up  my  back  to  see 

j  them  run  through  the  sn.ow  with  their  liitle  feet.      I  was  con- 

j  gratulating  myself  upon  securing  such  a  delightful  place  when 

I  Sergeant  Jones  came  on  the  following  day  and  informed  me  'Jiat 

i  the  command  had  marching  orders,  and  that  I  was  to  join  them 

j  at  Stannartlsville. 

j       We  passed  over  the  mountain  via  Wolftown,  and  when  near 

l  the  i)lace  of  meeting,  learned  that  the  connnaml  had  gcjue  to 

I  Aladiscjn  Court  House,  where  the  Federal  cavalry  were  reported 

to  be  advancing.      It  was  late  in  the  day  when  we  reached  our 

troops  and  found  the  division  dismounted  and  in  line  of  battle 

just  cast  of  tiie  town,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

j      Just  before  dark  our  battalion  was  formed  into  column  of 

I  fours  and  ordered  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  town.      It  was 

'.  a  very  cold  day  and  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow  and  ice. 

I  I  think  making  preparations  to  go  into  action  is  the  most  trying 

j  time  of  a  light  —  no  two  men  are  affected  alike,  if  yt)n  can  judge 

by  their  demeanor.     This  being  my  bai)tism  of  fire,  my  feelings 

;  partook  more  of  curiosity  than  fear.      1  watched  the  faces  of  the 

I  men  with  much  interest,  and  some  of  them  would  have  made  a 

'  study  for  an  artist. 

I      As  we  moved  toward  the  enemy,  our  horses  being  in  a  trot, 

i  the  veterans  realized  more  fully  than  I  did  the  serious  business 

I  in  front,  but  the  woe-begone  expression  on  the  face  of  one  of  my 

[  set  of  fours  was  so  comical  that  I  could  no[  belj)  but  laugh.      He 

I  turned  to  me  and  said,  "'  Why,  you  seem  iu  hke  it?"     "  \o,  nu," 

I I  replied. 

j  We  approached  the  town  from  the  east,  going  directly  west, 
I  then  turned  to  the  right  and  passed  through  a  field  so  as  to 
'  attack  them  from  the  north. 
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It  was  now  quite  dark  and  the  enemy's  bugle  souniled  llie 
alarm,  and  the  voices  of  their  olVicers  could  be  plainly  hrard  as 
they  gave  orders  to  their  troops.  Our  horses  were  in  a  full  run^ 
the  men  cheering  as  we  moved  forward,  when  suddcuK-  the 
whole  hill  was  illuminated  by  the  Hash  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
and  the  next  moment  my  horse  was  down,  mixed  up  with  sev- 
eral others.  The  fall  was  so  sudden  that  I  scarcely  had  lime  to 
think,  but  was  much  gratified  to  iind  that  neither  were  hui't. 
We  IkuI  tumbled  into  a  ditch  which  the  darkness  prevented  us 
from  seeing".  The  column  was  reformed,  but  it  was  too  dark  to 
proceed  further  and  the  charge  had  oidy  been  made  so  our  dis- 
mounted men  could  withdraw  from  their  position  and  mount 
their  horses  while  we  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 

We  fell  back  some  ten  miles  and  encamped  for  the  night  at 
Jack's  Shop.  The  night  was  intensely  cold,  and  we  cleaned  the 
snow  from  the  ground  and  made  a  lire  out  of  fence  rails  which 
we  carried  about  a  half  mile.  l]y  daylight  the  next  morning  we 
were  in  the  saddle,  slowly  falling  back.  We  crossed  the  kai)i- 
dan  ri\'er,  l)urned  the  bi'idge,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  at 
Liberty  Mills. 

In  the  absence  of  infantry,  a  fjortion  of  the  cavalry  were  dis- 
mounted and  fought  on  foot,  especially  in  rough  and  mountain- 
ous sections.  When  this  was  the  case,  one  man  took  charge  of 
four  horses,  including  his  own.  These  horses  Avere  taken  to  the 
rear  and  kei)t  in  some  sheltered  [)lace  of  easy  access  to  the 
owners. 

The  enemy  came  up  about  ten  o'clock  and  engaged  our  men, 
who  had  been  posted  behind  some  hastily  constructed  defences 
at  such  places  where  the  river  was  fcjrdable.  Our  battali(jn  re- 
mainetl  in  the  saddle  and  was  transferred  from  point  to  point,  as 
our  services  seemed  most  needed,  being  constantly  on  the  move 
the  whole  day. 

Just  l)efore  dark  we  moved  into  a  piece  of  limber  and  were 
making  preparations  to  camp  for  the  night,  when  we  were  or- 
dered to  remount  and  attack  the  enemy  who  had  crossed  the 
river  some  distance  abo\e  and  were  moving  against  the  town 
on  the  Stannardsville  road.  As  we  moved  south  in  a  trot,  we 
could  see  the  Federals  forming  in  line  on  both  sides  of  the  town 
about  a  half  mile  distant.     W'e  were  hurried  tou'ards  those  on 
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tlic  cast  while  our  siipi)oi"ls  were  nioviiii;-  to  our  right.  As  we 
neared  llie  party  which  we  were  to  attack,  a  post-and  rail  fence 
separated  us,  and  we  had  to  i)ass  through  a  gate  to  reach  them. 
A  short  distance  further  we  discovered  that  they  had  fcjrnicd  on 
i  the  e(.\v;Q:  of  a  ravine,  which  checked  our  advance,  and  we 
!    righted    into    line   and    conunenced    to   lire   upon    each    other, 

■  Ijeing  ahcuit  one  hundred  )ards  a.jjari.      In  a  short  time  our 
I    troops  to  our  right  broke  and  ran,  and  the  Federals  seeing  (jur 

■  only  way  of  retreat  was  by  the  gate,  aitempted  to  block  our  way 
;    by  moving  rapidly  to  our  rear.     Our  conuuand  brolce  and  ran, 

'  every  man  for  himself,  all  tryiug  to  get  through  the  gate  at  the 
s;nne  time.  This  only  made  matters  worse,  and  rather  th:ui  add 
i  to  the  dirficulty,  1  held  my  horse  Ijack,  and  was  the  last  (jue  to 
i  get  through.  Three  of  the  enemy  were  now  within  hailing  dis- 
I  tance,  demanding  that  I  surrender.  I  gave  my  horse  his  head 
I  and  for  a  cpiarter  of  a  mile  it  was  a  tight  race,  one  of  the  enemy's 
i  horse's  nose  almost  touched  my  horse's  tail  while  he  was  trying 
i    to  reach  me  with  his  saber. 

I  rejoined  my  command,  which  was  forming  behind  a  regi- 
ment ihat  had  not  been  engagetl,  but  by  the  time  we  got  our  line 
in  sha[)e  it  was  too  dark  for  further  operations.  The  enemy 
held  the  town  and  had  possession  of  the  road  that  led  direct  to 
Gordonsville  but  seven  miles  distant,  wdiich  was  a  railroad  cen- 
ter and  their  ol)jective  point.  The  only  road  oj^en  to  us  was 
via  Orange  Court  House,  fourteen  miles.  1  he  men  were  at 
once  put  in  motion;  the  night  was  dark  and  cold,  the  road  full 
of  ice  and  snow;  to  keep  from  freezing  I  walked  a  good  portion 
of  the  road,  guiding  myself  by  taking  hold  of  my  horse's  tail. 

We  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cjordonsville  in  the  after  part  of 
tlie  night  with  ortlers  not  to  unsaddle  our  horses,  and  made  a 
roaring  tire  with  fence  rails.  I  cleaned  the  snmv  from  the  frtmt 
of  the  lire,  laid  down  on  my  gum  Idanket,  was  soon  asleep  and 
in  the  land  of  dreams.  1  was  wandering  over  a  strange,  cold 
country  wdiich  turned  warmer  by  degrees,  as  the  -urlace  be- 
came less  firm,  when  suddenly  I  sank  into  a  i)it  of  lu'e;  sjjrang 
to  my  feet  to  Inid  the  soles  of  my  shoes  on  tn"e. 

South  West  i\luuntain  rises  at  Orange  Court  House  and  runs 
I  in  a  southwesterly  direction  towards  L)  nchburg.  Gordonsville 
I    is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  east  side  of  this  range.     Our  troops 
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had  been  dismounted  and  placed  on  the  west  siile  of  the  moun- 
tain and  loriiiied  their  j^osition  with  loi;"s,  rails,  eie.,  the  best 
they  could  in  the  limited  time  at  their  command. 

Ten  meml)ers  of  t)ur  battalion  were  detailed  to  act  on  (leneral 
Lomax's  staff  and  reported  at  his  head(|uarters  at  da\iijj;hi. 
Al)OUt  nine  o'clock  the  Federals  reached  our  front  and  skir- 
mished with  our  outposts.  As  the  tirinj^"  became  general, 
lieaded  by  General  Lomax,  \ve  rode  rajjidly  to  the  apex  ui  the 
range,  where  we  had  a  tine  view  of  the  field.  The  p;round  was 
covered  with  snow,  the  branches  of  every  bush  and  tree  encased 
in  ice  from  the  sleet  and  rain  of  the  i)ast  few  da.vs.  The  sun  was 
shininj,;-  brightly  and  the  valley  below  looked  like  a  sea  of  ice 
fringed  by  a  crystal  forest,  over  which  the  men  in  blue  were 
deploying.  As  the  Federals  i)ressed  forward  their  superior 
numbers  began  to  tell  on  our  line.  General  Lomax  turned  to 
me,  and  after  exjilaining  the  wherealjouts  of  Gen.  iMcCausland, 
said,  "  Tell  him  to  hold  out  ten  minutes  longer  and  I  will  have 
infantry  up."  A  few  jumps  of  my  horse  brought  me  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy's  line;  they  at  once  tried  their  marksmanshii)  on 
my  blue  coat.  As  the  bullets  passed  over  my  head,  they  cut  the 
icicles  from  the  branches,  raining  ice  all  over  me.  I  found  Gen. 
AlcGausland  but  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  his  troops,  sit- 
ting on  a  stump  holding  the  rein  of  his  horse's  bridle,  both  pro- 
tected by  a  depression  in  the  ground,  with  the  l)u!lets  passirig 
through  the  trees  in  a  lively  manner.  When  I  delivered  my 
message,  he  replied,  "  Tell  the  General  if  he  will  come  here  he 
can  see  how  they  are  dejdoying." 

I  received  another  volley  as  my  horse  llew  back  to  Gen.  Lo- 
max and  told  him  what  AlcGausland  said,  when  he  replied,  '"  I 
can  see  them  well  enough  from  here." 

On  the  track  near  the  town  was  an  engine  under  full  head  of 
steam,  wdth  a  train  made  up  ready  to  pull  out  at  a  moment's 
warning,  should  we  be  defeated.  As  the  enemy  steadily  pressed 
forward,  the  General  directed  one  of  his  staft"  to  go  mto  town 
and  instruct  the  engineer  to  run  his  train  up  and  down  the 
track  and  blow  the  wdiistle.  Next  came  a  report  ihai  ihe  ammu- 
nition was  giving  out.  Several  of  us  collected  cartridges  from 
the  men  who  had  charge  of  the  horses,  which  the  Cieiieral  di- 
rected me  to  distribute  among  the  men.     I  tied  my  horse  to  a 
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small  tree  and  proceeded  alon_L(  the  line,  and  while  so  enL';rii;ed 
many  soldiers  were  shot,  the  wounded  passing  to  the  rear.  One 
soldier  came  running-  through  the  bushes,  greatly  excited,  being 
shot  in  the  head;  the  Ijlood  was  running  down  his  face;  liis 
actions  almost  l.iordered  on  the  ludicrous.  Another  came  out 
leaning  on  the  shoulders  of  two  men,  who  was  shot  in  the  leg, 
six  inches  above  the  knee;  his  i)anls  were  well  worn  and  .skin 
tight.  Idle  bullet  had  cut  a  hole  through  them  as  round  and 
clean  as  a  punch.  There  was  something  peculiar  about  these 
two  men  that  impressed  me  very  much  that  1  could  never  ex- 
plain. 

The  fighting  along  this  portion  (;f  the  line  became  (juitc 
fierce,  and  there  was  great  comniotion  where  1  had  left  my  horse. 
Upon  looking  in  that  direction  I  saw  many  of  our  troops  ccmu- 
ing  out  of  the  timber  in  great  haste.  Ihe  General  and  his  staff 
were  not  slow  to  follow,  while  my  hor^e,  in  an  excited  state, 
\\as  winding  his  bridle  around  the  tree,  going  hrst  to  the  right 
and  then  to  the  left,  i  dropi)ed  the  sack  and  ran  tr^wards  him, 
taking  my  knife  from  my  pocket  as  1  ran,  and  cut  the  bridle. 
The  h^cderals  w^re  too  close  for  me  to  mount,  and  he  scam])ered 
alter  the  others,  almost  dragging  nie  off  my  feet.  Things  now 
looked  so  critical  that  the  General  dispatched  another  courier 
to  town  to  instruct  the  telegraph  operator  to  ha\'e  his  instru- 
ment ready  ttj  mo\e  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  lad  the  Federals 
followed  u])  this  charge  it  would  have  ended  the  day.  The 
engine  v/as  now  making  a  great  fuss;  ihe  pressure  C)f  the  l^^ed- 
erals  grew  less  and  soon  they  withdrew  and  commenced  to  re- 
treat when  victory  was  within  their  grasp  —  the  engineer's  whis- 
tle saved  the  day.  Some  hours  afterwards, infantry  arrived  from 
Richmond,  but  their  aid  was  not  needed.  So  ended  General 
Torbert's  expedition  against  Gordonsville.  His  report  says: 
"  With  two  divisions  of  cavalry,  five  thousand  men,  he  left  Win- 
chester Dec.  the  19th,  '64.  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  joth, 
ami  moved  on  Madison  Ccnirt  House,  via  Little  Washington, 
reaching  Gordonsville  the  J3rd,  but  failed  to  take  the  town 
because  of  superior  numbers."  Our  division  that  opposed  him 
consisted  of  Jackson's  and  ]\lcGausland's  brigades,  and  the)'  did 
not  ninnber  Ih'teen  hundred  men. 
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Late  in  the  afternoon  the  General  instructed  me  to  find  Colo- 
nel Jackson  and  direct  him  to  take  the  Twenty-sixlh  l-atlalion 
and  push  on  after  the  retreating-  foe.  It  took  nic  .-cveral  lumr:-  in 
lind  Jackson,  and  fri)m  h\>.  manner,  the  duty  wa-.  anythni-  hut 
pleasant.  Uh,  what  a  trying-  day.  1  was  so  tired  and  thankful  ^•,  hen 
it  was  o\er.  We  touk  up  (piarlers  in  a  house  near  tlie  ^iei>c)t 
and  g'ot  supper  ahout  te.i  ]).  ni.,  the  iirst  food  tha.t  1  had  Uisled 
since  leavini;'  jMadison  Court  1  louse,  some  si.Kty  hours.  Aly 
stomach  had  keen  emiUy  so  Ion;.'  that  it  ceased  to  feel  huui^ry, 
hut  weak  and  nauseated. 

1  s])ent  Christmas  day  in  carryim;'  di-patches  to  Colonel  Jack- 
son an<l  fasliu!^-,  as  we  did  not  s^et  an}-  rations,  hut  one  of  the 
men  who  had  been  fortunate  enou,Li,h  to  be  invited  out  to  dinner 
l)rouL;ht  me  two  small  cakes.  We  moved  our  (piarters  aliout  a 
mile  from  the  town  and  were  thorom;hly  drenched  that  ni,^hl  by 
a  rain,  being-  without  shelter. 

The  next  day  1  reported  to  my  comi^any,  and  after  a  march  of 
two  days  through  the  rain,  wllh  the  nnid  knee  dec])  to  the 
horses,  we  encamped  near  Liberty  i\lills,  where  v.-e  remained 
about  four  weeks,  having  intolerable  weather.  It  rained  and 
snowed  for  eight  days,  an*l  between  the  freezes  autl  thaws  our 
camp  was  in  a  wretched  state,  our  little  ily  tents  being  our  only 
shelter.  We  knew  it  was  not  to  be  a  permanent  cann_),  and 
cx{)ccted  orders  to  move  at  any  moment,  or  we  might  have  im- 
proved our  condition. 

]vations  for  the  men  and  forage  for  the  horses  came  at  irregai- 
lar  intervals,  compelling  the  men  to  exercise  their  wits  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  WHiarton,  of  our  company,  was  a  man  of 
g-reat  drollery  and  a  good  storyteller,  lie  and  I  were  chums 
and  foraged  nuich  together.  His  stories  often  succeeded  in  fill- 
ing- out  the  wrinkles  in  our  stomachs.  There  was  a  grist  mill 
near  the  camp  run  by  a  Mr.  Wood.  His  wife,  a  good  natured, 
big  hearted,  fat  old  woman,  took  a  great  fancy  io  Wharton,  and 
the  latch  striiVg  was  always  out  to  us.  In  a  threedevvCvl  ■'  1  Hitch 
oven,"  she  baked  a  short  cake  which  she  named  "  Leather  hoe 
cake,"  and  which  she  shared  bounteously  with  us  (^n  many 
occasions. 

The  only  pay  day  came  while  in  this  camp,  but  my  riame  not 
being  on  the  pay  roll,  the  Confederate  Government  still  owes 
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iny  salary.  I  was  more  fortunate  as  to  clothing,  receiving, 
while  in  the  ser\ice,  a  pair  of  pants,  two  pairs  of  drawers,  tince 
l)airs  (jf  socks,  two  pairs  of  ^hoes — one  of  them  tan  culuri,il,  be- 
ing just  thirty  years  ahead  of  the  present  fashion.  .V  re\-ie-w  of 
the  troops  hy  General  Fitz  Lee  was  the  mo.-t  im])orlant  event  of 
the  camp. 

At  the  close  of  each  campaign  it  v.as  customary  to  issue  a  cer- 
tain number  of  "  horse  details  "  to  each  company.  j\[en  v,ho 
had  lost  their  horses  came  iirst  (ju  the  list,  n.exi,  thu,--e  w  liDSe 
horses  were  worn  out  or  in  bad  condition,  it  was  a  thii'ty 
days'  furlough,  in  v;hich  the  men  were  expected  to  secure  1  tetter 
mounts  for  themselves.  To  those  whose  homes  were  witliin  the 
lines  or  had  friends  to  \vhom  they  could  go,  such  a  detail  was 
very  desirable.  Few  of  our  command  were  so  situated,  and  tlie 
more  who  could  get  away,  the  better  those  fared  wdio  remained. 
So  when  orders  came  to  our  ctjunnand  for  the  names  of  those 
who  wanted  details,  Wharton  had  his  horse  examined  in  my 
name. 

'  The  unexpected  joys  of  this  life  are  by  far  the  sweetest.  The 
underground  railroad  brought  me  an  unsigned  letter  from  Sliep- 
herdstown,  A'a.,  \vhich  I  recognized  to  be  the  writing  of  Uncle 
Rentch,  containing  neu's  from  my  dear  ones  at  home. 

Jan.  26th,  '65,  we  broke  camp,  moved  doun  the  "  plank  road," 
passed  through  Orange  Court  Flouse  and  encamped  at  Orange 
Si'jrings,  twenty  miles  to  the  east  of  Gordonsville. 

I  Dall  and  I  were  sent  to  guard  some  old  gentleman's  property 

near  the  camp.  It  proved  to  be  what  the  boys  termed  a  "  soft 
snap."     We  had  a  large  room  to  ourselves,  a  negro  bo\'  to  beep 

:  the  logs  blazing  in  a  Ijig,  old-time  lireplace  and  to  attend  to  oui' 
wants,  with  plenty  to  eat  for  ourselves  and  horses.     Much  to  our 

j      sorrow  the  command  had  continued  on  its  march  and  we  hael 

I      to  follow. 

They  had  selected  a  camp  near  EUisvillc  in  a  fine  piece  of  tim- 
ber near  a  small  stream.     The  men  at  once  commenced  to  pre- 

\      pare  shelter  of  a  substantial  nature  by  felling  trees  and  building 

j      small  cabins  with  chinmcys.      I  was  much  interested  in  the  one 

'  that  was  to  be  my  home.  Just  as  it  was  finished,  ])all  and  I 
were  detailed  to  establish  a  courier  post  between  our  camp  and 

^      Wickam's  brigade  near  Barboursville,  some  thirty  miles  south. 
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We  were  instructed  to  locate  at  a  jirivate  house,  if  we  could  ^et 
the  consent  of  the  owners,  half  way  between  the  two  camp:.. 
,'Vfter  many  attempts  we  took  up  cpiarters  in  an  (jUI  lo--  eabiu 
near  a  Mr.  Willis,  who  had  two  handsome  dauL^lUers  ui  a  literary 
turn  of  mind,  they  sending  us  books  to  read  and  an  occa-^ional 
meal.  \Vc  remained  here  hve  days,  tirst  one  then  the  other  car- 
rying- dispatches.  Neitiier  rations  for  ourselves  or  forage  for 
our  horses  came  from  the  command,  so  we  supplied  our  wants 
by  begging  something  to  eat  for  ourselves  and  stealing  forage 
for  our  horses.  This  was  more  than  we  could  stand  when  we 
wrote  to  the  CoKjnel  to  either  send  us  supplies  or  relieve  us 
from  duty,  which  was  finally  done. 

We  rejoined  our  battalion  the  r)th  of  February.  The  weather 
had  been  intensely  cold  for  several  days,  followed  by  a  rise  in  tem- 
perature and  eight  inches  of  snow,  making  our  cabins,  with  their 
fire  places  and  chimneys,  a  luxury.  Subsistence  was  our  great- 
est trouble.  We  lived  mainly  on  "  black-eyed  peas,"  which  we 
boiled  in  an  iron  kettle  over  a  slow'  fire  that  took  from  early  in 
the  morning  until  three  in  the  afternoon  before  they  reached 
the  proper  consistency.  Having  btit  one  spoon  in  the  mess, 
the  men  sitting  around  the  kettle  used  small  chips  to  convey 
the  beans  to  their  mouths  by  scraping  them  up  the  side  of  the 
kettle  as  a  miniature  elevator.  We  scotired  the  country  for 
books  and  spent  most  of  my  time  in  reading.  "  ]\Iacaria  "  was 
considered  the  great  Southern  novel.  There  being  but  one 
cojjy  in  the  camp,  it  was  in  great  demand. 

1  read  while  others  slept,  using  pine  knots  for  a  light.  About 
this  time  a  letter  with  a  fifty  dollar  Confederate  bill  came  from 
Capt.  Stonebraker,  who  was  near  Petersburg,  with  an  invitation 
to  spend  my  expected  furlough  with  him. 

The  "  horse  details  "  which  had  been  granted  to  otu-  battal- 
ion reached  us  on  the  24th.  The  next  morning,  in  company 
v\ilh  Willie  Redwood,  we  bade  goo.bbye  to  our  conu-ades  and 
left  the  camp.  Jt  IkuI  lieen  raining  for  some  da\s;  the  roads 
were  in  a  horrible  condition  and  the  streams  high.  We  crossed 
the  Norlh  Anna  river  at  Fdlisville,  passed  throu-h  Louisa  Court 
llotise,  remaining  over  night  at  a  Mr>.  liarrot'^,  wlu)  had  tw(; 
very  agreeal)le  datighters,  \\ith  whom  we  spent  a  pleasant 
evening  at  cards  and  enjoyed  some  tinenuisic  on  the  piano. 
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It  seemed  almost  a  shame  to  put  two  dirty  ''  Confeds."  in  a 
clean  feather  bed,  the  snow  wliite  shcuts  beinL,*-  scented  witli  lav- 
ender leaves;  but  such  was  our  luck.  With  nianv  ihank^,  for 
their  kindness,  we  continued  our  jdurney,  crossed  sev(;ral 
streams  much  swollen  by  the  continued  rains.  Redwood,  swim- 
ming his  horse  as  we  crossed  the  South  Anna  river  at  Amlder's 
bridge,  passing  into  Goochlanil  county  and  remaining  uver 
night  at  a  Air.  Straughn's,  formerly  of  Baltimore. 

Our  horses  had  to  fast,  as  he  could  n(jt  furnish  us  with  any  feed 
for  them.  We  paid  our  bill  and  took  u})  the  march,  being 
joined  here  by  another  soldier  wdi(j  was  going  to  I'etersburg. 

At  Cartersville  we  paid  three  negroes  forty-five  dollars  to 
ferry  us  across  the  James  river,  passing  into  Cumberland  county 
and  thence  into  Powhatan  County,  remaining  over  ni-^hi  with 
a  Mrs.  Webl",  just  south  of  the  Court  House.  She  and  several 
daughters  were  busily  engaged  making  plaids  for  dress  goods, 
hats  from  corn  husks  and  window^  shades  from  dried  grass. 

The  South  was  a  jjurely  agricultin-al  section,  and  before  the 
War  they  received  nearly  all  their  suj^plies  either  from  luu-ope  or 
the  Northern  States,  other  than  what  their  land  produced. 

Iveared  in  luxury,  but  when  shut  off  from  the  outsitle  world, 
the  sacrifice  and  ingenuity  ol  the  Southern  w^mien  was  one  of 
the  marvels  of  the  War. 

They  made  buttons  from  Persimmon  seetls.  Wdien  on  the 
children's  clothes  they  were  more  dtirable  than  ])earl  or  porce- 
lain. Shoe  blacking  from  China  l)erries.  Home  maile  dyes 
from  bark  of  trees — sassafras  produced  a  yellow,  laiu'el  a  drab; 
v.'illow  produced  slate  color  in  cotton  and  blue  black  in  wool 
and  linen;  red  oak  <a  chocolate  Im'owu,  white  oak  a  lead  color. 

Clothed  in  their  home-made  "  Butternut,"  a  brigade  of  Con- 
federate soldiers  possessed  all  the  above  colors,  nuiltiplied  by  the 
different  shades,  presenting  a  queer  sight  to  one  not  accustomed 
to  their  presence. 

Tea  was  made  from  sassafras  bark  and  blackberry  leaves. 
Coffee  from  parched  rye,  carrots  and  sweet  potatoes.  These  are 
only  a  few  suljstitutes  from  hundreds  that  can  be  named. 

Through  the  rain  and  mud,  with  the  roads  almost  impassable, 
we  traversed  Chesterfield  County,  remaining  over  night  with 
Dr.  Walker,  a  wealthy  gentleman  who  lived  twenty  miles  north- 
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west  of  Petersburg;.     The  next  morning-  Redwood  and  I  |)arted, 
he  going  to  North  CaroHna. 

I  reached  Petersburg  about  noon,  crossed  the  Appomattox 
river  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  passing  through  the  norlliwcstcrn 
portion  of  the  city,  arriving  at  Capt.  Stoneljraker's  head(iuarlers 
a  httle  before  sunset  on  Afarch  the  isi,  1865,  and  was  made 
happy  by  the  warm  welcome  I  receivecb 

Tlie  Captain  was  stationed  at  Jarrett's  Station  on  the  South 
Side  Rail  Road,  some  seven  miles  from  Petersburg,  where  he 
received  and  distributed  supplies  and  furnished  transportation 
over  the  road. 

I  remained  here  for  nearly  three  weeks,  reading  and  noting 
the  troops  and  trains  passing  up  and  down  the  road  and  getting 
my  horse  in  good  condition. 

The  reports  of  victory  and  defeat,  the  plans  of  this  and  that 
General  that  were  daily  circulated  and  discussed  in  and  about 
camp  would  fdl  a  volume. 

March  the  loth  was  set  apart  l)y  Presiilcnt  Davis  for  thanks- 
giving and  prayer.  Instead  of  going  to  Cluirch  I  read  John 
IMarchmont's  Legacy.  St.  Patrick's  day  was  celebrated  b\-  u\u\- 
ing  the  train  into  Peters])urg,  encamping  near  the  h'air  Ground. 
W'e  left  the  Captain  at  the  de]jot,  Init  he  rejoined  us  in  a  few 
days,  when  we  took  ])ossession  of  a  vacant  house  near  by  for 
headquarters. 

The  beautiful  pink  of  the  peach  trees  and  the  fresh,  bright 
gTcen  of  the  lawns  showed  that  si)ring  was  near  at  hand.  A  few 
more  days  of  sunshine  will  dry  up  the  mud,  when  the  campaign 
of  'G5  will  begin. 

A'^  ]  wandered  through  the  cit}'  from  day  to  day,  noting  the 
various  phases  of  life,  I  saw  a  crowd  of  old  men  and  women, 
youths  and  little  children,  both  v.hite  and  black,  around  a  grist 
mill.  Upon  investigation,  I  found  that  at  stated  periods  they 
sold  to  the  poor  corn  meal,  l^ach  one  took  their  turn  10  be  ad- 
mitted, but  they  were  only  allowed  to  have  one  peck  at  a  time. 
Their  pinched  faces  and  ragged  clothes  plainly  indicated  much 
want  and  suffering. 

Lamps  and  candles  were  a  luxury  that  the  poor  could  ill- 
afford,  but  instead  they  used  "  ])itch  pine  "  sticks,  which  the 
negroes  put  up  in  bundles  of  one  dozen  each,  about  eighteen 
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inches  long-  and  an  inch  sqnare,  whicli  they  soUl  at  one  dollar 
each. 

In  the  section  where  the  Ijctlcr  class  lived  were  some  line 
residences  with  knvns  in  front  and  lic»\vers  in  blt)oni.  Hand- 
some dressed  ladies  promenaded  the  streets,  "riiey  sceii-ed  so 
unconcerned.  Had  it  not  heen  for  the  rlmost  constant  hoom- 
ing  of  the  artillery,  hoth  day  and  night,  one  would  never  sus- 
pect that  the  city  was  and  had  been  under  siege  for  months. 

On  Sycamore  street  some  of  the  stores  had  a  fair  display  of 
wares.  In  one  window  the  following  placard  had  a  conspicuous 
place:  "  Genuine  Coffee  $30.00  per  ]jound.  Apides  50  cents 
a  piece." 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  city  was  much  damaged  by  the 
shells  from  the  Federal  batteries.  Not  a  single  house  escai)ed, 
and  some  were  a  total  wreck. 

On  the  morning  of  March  the  25th,  a  few  hours  before  day- 
light, we  were  aroused  by  a  most  terrihc  artillery  duel.  The 
sky  was  full  of  flying  and  bursting  shells  —  a  maguilicent  sight, 
and  the  rattle  of  small  arms  told  of  an  early  morning  attack. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  the  Captain  and  I  rode  to  the  front 
and  learned  that  General  Gordon  had  assaulted  and  carried  k^jrt 
Steadman,  situated  on  Hare's  Hill,  opi)Osite  the  city,  but  was 
unalde  to  hold  it  longer  than  a  few  hours.  This  precipitated 
fighting  all  along  the  line.  About  noon,  hearing  very  heavy 
firing  to  the  southwest,  1  rode  in  that  direction  and  saw  some 
severe  hghting  near  Battery  45  —  charges  and  counter  charges, 
without  any  decisive  results  to  either  side, 

I  bade  good-bye  to  my  friends  and  started  to  rejoin  my  com- 
mand. When  near  Richmond,  I  met  Paine's  Brigade  of  Cav- 
alry going  to  Petersburg,  when  General  Fitz  Lee  informed  me 
that  he  expected  my  regiment  to  join  him  at  Petersburg  in  a  few 
days.  Being  anxious  to  see  the  Confederate  capital,  I  rode  into 
the  city  and  stopped  at  the  Si)ottsw<^0(l.  After  taking  a  look 
at  the  State  House  I  overtook  the  l-'irsl  Virginia  Cavalry,  rc- 
mainmg  over  night  with  them.  The  next  day  1  reached  Peters- 
burg to  find  that  the  Captain  had  moved  his  (luarters  near  the 
Poor  House.  It  was  full  of  little  boys  and  girls.  Wdiile  read- 
ing, a  little  "  tot  "  came  running  into  our  tent,  threw  his  arms 
around  my  neck  and  asked  for  a  piece  of  bread. 
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As  if  l)y  general  consent  quiet  prevailed  all  along  the  line  vnitil 
2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  the  Federals  com- 
menced to  shell  our  jjosition  at  a  furious  rate.  Soon  as  our 
artillery  replied  the  sky  was  full  of  shells  Hying  and  bursting  like 
hundreds  of  rockets  —  a  truly  grand  and  thrilling  .^ighl  if  one 
could  shut  from  his  mind  the  death  and  destruction  ihat  such  a 
displa}'  caused.  This  artillery  duel  cuntiiuied  well  into  the  fol- 
lowing day  and  did  not  cease  amidst  a  heavy  thuntler  storm. 
The  sharp  clap  of  the  lightning  and  the  heavy  boom  of  cannon 
produced  a  combination  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

Information  now  reached  us  that  severe  fighting  and  some 
reverses  had  overtaken  our  troo])s  on  our  right  at  llrUcher's 
Run,  causing  us  to  move  our  train  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Appomattox  river.  Screeching  and  bursting  shells  now  rained 
into  the  city;  extensive  warehotises,  full  uf  tobacco,  poured  forth 
smoke  and  dame,  having  been  hred  by  General  Lee's  order;  non- 
combatants,  with  their  vahud)les  in  small  tin  boxes,  hiu"r\'ing 
through  the  streets;  women  standing  in  their  doors  with 
blanched  faces;  all  told  that  sonie  dire  calamity  had  overtaken 
our  army.  While  riding  through  the  streets  amidst  such 
scenes,  a  little  girl  hailed  me,  "  Say,  IMisler,  look  at  yom-  horse." 
As  I  turned  in  my  saddle,  "  April  fool,"  she  cried.  Did  Nero 
do  more? 


PETERSBUKG  TO  APPOMATTOX. 

The  disaster  of  Five  Forks  and  Hatcher's  Run  cut  Lee's  right 
v;ing  in  half,  separating  (General  Pickett  with  three  brigades  of 
infantry  from  the  main  army.  This  doubled  Lee's  right  l^ack 
on  Petersburg,  causing  him  to  re-form  his  lines.  This  was  on 
the  second  day  of  April  and  the  first  time  I  saw  the  peerless  Rob. 
F.  Lee.  He  and  Gen.  Longstreet  were  on  their  horses  to- 
gether, and  from  Lee's  movements  I  could  see  he  was  directing 
Longstreet  wdiere  to  place  his  troops,  which  were  but  a  short 
distance  in  their  front,  forming  on  the  crest  of  a  liill  t(^  the  west 
of  the  city. 

The  Federals  were  slowly  advancing  and  shells  were  bursting 
in  the  vicinity,  but  the  generals  were  partially  sheltered  by  a  line 
large    suburban    mansion.      Lee,    while    pointing    tov.ards    the 
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troops  with  his  riglil  hand,  hekl  in  his  left  a  Ijiscuit  whicli  he  had 
taken  from  the  rear  pocket  tif  his  coal  and  ate  while  they  con- 
ferred. 

It  was  \-ery  evident  that  Petershnr^  was  lost.  I  rode  back 
to  the  train  and  found  ])reparations  in  prog'ress  fur  a  retreat. 
As  soon  as  darkness  set  in  the  train  was  put  in  motion,  and 
continueil  to  move  slowly  all  night,  passing  through  Chesterfield 
County,  reaching-  Clover  Hill  at  daybreak,  when  Capt.  Stone- 
braker,  Major  Rawl,  and  m\self  took  l)reakfast  with  Doctor 
Walker.  lie  gave  us  peach  brandy  mixed  with  honey,  and 
when  1  sat  down  at  the  table  the  plates  were  spinning  around 
before  me. 

Everything  was  now  in  confusion.  Troops  and  trains  mov- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Amelia  Court  House,  where  the  Federals 
are  re])orted  to  be.  We  halted  at  the  coal  mines  for  a  short 
time,  then  moved  down  the  Woodpecker  r^ad  and  parked  the 
train  near  the  /\])pomattox  river. 

About  midnight  we  moved  the  train  and  tried  to  cross  the 
river,  but  the  pontoon  bridge  was  broken  and  we  were  detained 
until  sunrise  before  getting  over.  With  skirmishing  at  Deep 
Creek  we  passed  slowly  through  Amelia  County,  halting  from 
time  to  time,  all  the  trains  from  Richmond  followed  by  infantry 
being  in  our  front. 

The  troops  were  silent  and  seemed  depressed,  except  the 
Second  Corps,  who  cheered  vigorously  as  General  Rce  rode 
along  their  moving  columns,  lie  gravely  raised  his  hat  in 
recognition  of  the  compliment.  I  never  saw  that  great  soldier 
again,  but  his  handsome  face  and  form  is  enshrined  in  luy  heart 
and  memory.  Wc  parked  the  train  four  miles  east  of  Amelia 
Court  House,  where  we  remained  all  night.  It  was  here  that 
General  Lee  expected  to  receive  supplies  for  his  army,  but  the 
Federals  having  destroyed  the  railroad  in  our  front  frustrated 
that  desired  relief.  The  constant  moving  of  the  trains  began 
to  tell  on  our  stock.  Ivather  than  abandnn  some  of  his 
wagons,  the  Captain  left  to  scour  the  country  to  the  n<)rth  for 
horses  to  take  the  place  of  those  that  showed  signs  (jf  breaking 
down. 

The  next  morning,  Aj^ril  the  5tli,  my  regiment,  First  Mary- 
land Cavalry,  came  passing'  along,  when  I  rejoined  my  company. 
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We  pushed  ahead  and  upon  reachinc^  .'Vineha  Court  House  \vc 
found  lliat  the  Federal  Cavah-y  hail  struck  our  \vai;'(jn  train 
near  Fhtt  Creek.  As  we  approacheel  they  Ijegau  to  retreat, 
when  a  running  fight  connuenced.  We  jnu'sued  Iheni  for  sev- 
eral miles,  killed  and  wounded  cpiite  a  number  and  took  seventy 
prisoners.  The  road  was  strewn  with  !.;uns,  sabers,  and  knap- 
sacks, which  they  threw  away  in  their  flight. 

Fortunately  we  reached  the  train  before  the  enemy  had  time 
to  do  any  serious  damage,  but  we  found  evidences  of  great  panic 
among  the  teamsters — wagons  tipset,  others  with  poles  broken, 
and  many  without  teams,  the  drivers  having  cut  their  horses 
loose  and  fled.  The  dead  that  laid  among  the  ruins  only  made 
the  scene  more  ghastly,  with  their  bloody  heads  and  gaping 
wounds. 

We  encamped  for  the  night  at  Amelia  Springs,  being  tired 
and  hungry,  the  rain  during  the  night  adding  very  much  to  our 
discomfort.  F)aylight  the  next  morning  found  us  in  the  saddle 
moving  westward.  Soon  report  reached  us  that  the  enemy  was 
in  our  front  trying  to  block  General  Lee's  progress  by  burning 
bridges,  when  we  pushed  forward  in  a  trot  and  found  a  body  of 
infantry,  supported  by  cavalry,  within  one  mile  of 

HIGH  BRIDGE, 

on  the  South  Side  Railroad  near  Farmville.  A  part  of  General 
Fitz.  Lee's  division  had  been  dismounted  and  placed  in  line  of 
battle  behind  a  fence  skirting  a  piece  of  timber,  while  we,  in  a 
brisk  trot,  were  hurried  to  the  enemy's  rear  l^y  the  left  flank. 
The  battle  commenced  as  we  came  upon  the  field,  and  in  less 
than  an  hour  we  bagged  the  whole  outflt,  killed  and  wounded 
quite  a  number,  capturing  780  prisoners,  two  stands  of  colors 
and  a  full  brass  band. 

This  was  jMajor-General  Ord's  bridge-burning  expedition  un- 
der the  command  of  his  chief  of  statT,  Rrig.-Gen.  Then.  Read, 
and  consisted  of  two  regiments  of  infantry- -iMlly-fourth  Penn- 
sylvania and  One  Hundred  and  T\\  enty-third  Ohi(-\  with  13  offi- 
cers and  67  men  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry.  The 
fight  was  sharp  and  determined  on  both  sides,  the  Federal  Gen. 
Read  being  among  the  killed.  Gen.  Geo.  A.  Flundley,  in  Vol. 
XXHI,  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers,  describes  Gen. 
Read's  death: 
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THREE    DESPERATE    MEN. 

"  Tlic  cncnn''s  c<'i\';ilry  cliarm'i!  tliai  ])art  of  llie  line  where  I 
stood  tlirce  times,  "riiey  wei'c  niouiilcd  and  we  lli^nlolnUed. 
A  ^in^le.  well-directed  volley  scattered  tlicni  each  time,  hut  the 
second  time  three  h'ederad  ol'licers  stood  their  ground  and  al- 
temiited  tc;  cut  their  way  out.  We  were  not  much  luore  than  a 
skirmish  line,  and  here  these  three  desperate  men  came  down 
ri^ht  among-st  us,  whilst  our  men  were  reloading-,  cutting  and 
slashing-  with  their  sahres  as  they  came.  A  sight  so  unusual 
}>U/^zled  our  men  at  first,  hut  soon  fmdmg  these  fellow's  to  he  in 
earnest,  some  one  cried  out,  '  kill  the  d — tl  \'ankees,'  and 
instantly  the  three  men  went  down  as  if  the)'  had  suddenly 
meltetl  a\va\'.  I  rememher  seeing  the  dust  lly  from  their  coats 
heliind  as  the  hullets  passed  through  their  hodies.  One  of  tliese 
otVicers  i)roved  to  he  General  Theodore  Read." 

Shortly  after  this  light  J  met  Major  James  iireathetl  riding 
along  the  road,  hare  headed  and  minus  a  hoot.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  lost  them  in  hand  to  hand  hght  with  a  "  d — d 
Yankee  "  who  unhorsed  him  in  the  struggle,  and  w  hile  his  hor^e 
was  dragging  him  over  the  ground,  with  one  foot  in  the  stirrup; 
some  one  shot  his  antagonist,  which  haved  his  life. 

Gen.  Hundley,  who  was  an  eye  witness  to  this  duel,  says: 

A   BRAVE   FEDERAL   OFFICER. 

"  Soon  the  same  cavalry  came  charging  clown  again,  and  this 
time  one  officer  stood  his  ground  after  a  volley  had  again  scat- 
tered his  men.  Major  James  Breathed,  our  Cdnef  of  .Artillery, 
who  will  never  he  forgotten  as  long  as  a  cavalryman  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  lives  to  think  oi  his  elash  and  cour- 
age, came  up  in  the  nieautime  and  rotle  through  our  line,  ac- 
companied   hy   Scruggs,    a   courier.       .\s    Breathed    rode 

towards  tlie  hrave  Federal,  who  ciuietl)  awaited  him,  he  seen-ied 
to  make  a  motion  with  his  drawn  sahre  as  if  (o  con\'ey  a  chal- 
lenge, which  the  l^'ederal  accepted,  and  every  man  stood  still 
to  witness  the  tilt  hetween  two  such  gallant  men.  Idiey  went 
at  it  and  fouglit  for  some  minutes  pretty  evenly  matched,  whiL^t 

Scruggs   sat   on   his   horse   clo^e   hy.      St)on   the    I-A'deral 

wounded  Major  Breathed  in  the  arm  and  seemed  to  get  some 

advantage,   when   Scruggs   -diot    the   hra\e   fellow-   dead. 
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C)S  A  Ri:di;l  of  '6i. 

I    was  not   near   enou[;-h  io   hear   whether  Scru^Lfs   ilc- 

manded  liis  surrender  or  not,  luu  1  am  sure  he  e\'inced  no 
intention  of  surrenderiniL^-.  1  ])assed  him  as  he  lay  g'aspint^-  his 
hist,  and  looked  with  pit}'  into  the  dyin^'  face  of  a  fueman  so 
brave." 

Major  Breathed  was  born  in  }^loi-o-an  County.  Virginia,  and 
raised  in  WashiuL^lon  C'ounty,  ]\[ar_\!and,  iiear  Si.  JauKs  L'ol- 
leg-e.  After  the  surrender  he  located  in  Mancock,  .Maryland, 
and  became  a  successful  physician. 

Our  division  ha\ing  been  oi-dcred  to  cover  the  retreat,  by 
4  a.  m.  we  were  in  the  saddle  and  in  line  tjf  battle.  At  sunrise 
the  enemy  pressed  steadil}-  forward  and  we  slowlv  fell  back,  stub- 
bornly dis|)uting  every  inch  of  i^^rijund  as  ^\•c  moved.  Ju.st 
before  we  reached  Farm\ille  we  ci'ossed  a  small  but  deej)  stream, 
the  bottom  1)eing  full  of  rocl-:s,  making  it  a  most  dilVicuh  place 
to  ford,  while  the  eneni}-  had  a  battery  on  the  hill  abo\e  trying 
to  get  our  range,  dropi)ing  shells  dangerously  near.  (Jn.-e  over 
we  drew  up  in  line  to  the  west  of  lligh  |->ridge,  where  we 
remained  until  the  enemy's  gams  succeeded  in  getting  our  range, 
when  we  moved  back  into  a  piece  of  timber  for  protection.  Jt 
was  not  long  before  they  knocked  the  woods  all  to  pieces,  ex- 
posing us  to  a  most  terrific  tire.  It  takes  nerves  of  steel  to  stand 
without  ihnching,  htmdreds  of  screeching  shells  j)lowing 
through  a  woods,  smashing  tops  and  creating  ha\-oc  generally. 
Demoralizing  as  such  a  shelling  as  we  underwent,  )'et  1  coidd 
stand  that  with  much  better  grace  than  to  have  the  enemy  slioot- 
ing  into  our  backs  as  we  retreated  in  a  snail-like  pace,  and  was 
alwa}\s  relieved  when  ordered  to  right  about  face  and  charge 
the  enemy  w  hen  they  got  too  persistent. 

Slowly  we  moved  through  Farmville,  turning  and  showing 
our  teeth  when  too  hard  pressed.  We  forded  the  Appomatto.\ 
river,  the  bridge  l)eing  in  llamcs,  exposed  all  the  while  to  a 
galling  fire  from  the  enem\'s  guns. 

Our  battalion  was  posted  at  the  ford,  which  we  held  for 
liours,  wliile  the  balance  of  the  division  jxissed  on  and  took  a 
position  to  our  right. 

Although  l)eing  in  a  very  exposed  position  we  were  not 
molested,  the  larger  body  of  troops  stationed  elsewhere  making 
a  better  tar;  et  for  the  enemy's  guns.     We  had  a  clear  view  of 
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,  A   Rkhkl  ui-   '6 1.  ()9 

l!ic  tk'lil  and  saw  iIk-  conllicl  as  it  raided  all  aiMuiid.      jiisl  tu 

the  uorlhwcst  six  hiiiulred  wagons  were  on  tire,  ihe  animals  had 

played  c>nt  and  ihev  were  hred  to  prew  nt  them  fr(jm  fallin-^  nilu 

the  enemy's  hands. 

:         [''inally,  the  smoke  from  the  wat^cjns,  the  bridge  and  the  !^ims 

he-an  to  settle  near  the  earth,  ohscnrini,;-  onr  view,  but  the  heavy 

'     hrmi^-  on   our  ri.L;ht   told    where   the   coidlict   was  the  thi«dve>l. 

i     Soon  we  were  hurried  in  that  direction,  and  as  we  neared  the 

I     i)(,)int  a  mightv  cheer  went  up,   winch   told  us  the  enemy  had 

been  repulsed. 
'  (len.  iMt/..  Lee  says:    "  On  the  /ih  a  ])ortion  oi  the  enem_\''s 

I  ca\alr\-  havini;-  crossed  the  river  as^ain.  made  an  attack  on  the 
'  wa^on  train  moN'inM"  upon  our  ri,i;iit  line  of  march.  '1  hey  were 
I  met  by  iMunford  in  front,  whilst  Rosser  attacked  their  ikudv, 
I  and  were  driven  back  with  cousitler.ible  loss,  includinj;-  anioni^st 
;'  the  ca])tured,  their  commanding-  i^enerak  J.  irviui;'  Gre^-^'.  (  )ur 
1  position  v;as  held  near  this  ]M.)int  of  attack  until  IJ  p.  m.,  when 
'  the  march  was  resumed  towards  A])pomattox  Court  House." 
I  Wdien  we  reached  the   point   of  attack   (Jen.    Munford   took 

charge  of  the  battalion,  the  men  bein^-  formed  into  a  colunm 
of  fours,  were  stationed  with   drawn   sabres  in  a  road  friui^ed 
!     with  stunted  pines.      The  smoke  was  now  so  dense  you  could 
j     not  see  over  ten  yards  in  your  front,  and  being-  so  close  to  the 
j     enemv,  the  men  were  ordered  not   to  speak  above  a  whisper. 
We  remained  in  this  {losition  for  nrore  than  an  hour,  expecting- 
the  enemy  to  renew  the  attack  at  any  moment. 

As  darkness  set  in  the  retreat  was  resumed  and  continued 
nearly  the  wdiole  night.  We  passed  through  Prince  l-'dward 
County,  both  men  and  horses  showing  signs  of  utter  weariness 
from  lack  of  rest  and  food.  Some  time  in  the  after  ])ari  of  the 
night  we  tietl  our  horses  to  some  trees  and  laid  down,  but  at 
davliu-lit  we  were  again  in  the  saddle  and  on  the  move.  1 
secured  some  corn,  as  I  passed  a  crib,  and  later  in  the  day,  w  hen 
our  command  halted  and  moved  to  the  side  of  the  road  to  allcAV 
a  column  of  Federal  prisoners  to  pass,  I  slipped  the  bit  from  my 
horse's  mouth  and  fed  him  while  we  waited.  One  of  the  prison- 
ers asked  me  for  some  corn,  when  1  told  him  to  help  himself; 
he  ])icketl  up  an  ear  which  the  horse  had  already  bitten,  munch- 
ing the  raw^  t'-iains  as  he  moved   alcjug.     ddiey  were  a  woe- 
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Ijci^'one  lodkiiif;'  set,  and  were  neniiy  starved,  aiitl  so  were  we. 
The  following  incident,  as  related  by  Gen.  Hundley,  graphically 
describes  the  condition  of  our  own  men:  ''  Soon  a  tired,  dusty, 
foot-sore  soldier  came  up  to  the  lire  and  asked  if  he  could  ])areh 
some  coi'n.  1  said,  '  Yes,  certainly.'  I  watched  t!ie  poor  fel!(j\v, 
by  the  flickering  light,  as  he  drew  a  handful  of  c^Mii  out  of  his 
dirt)'  oM  haversack  and  put  it  in  his  jian.  I  said,  '  My  friend, 
is  that  all  you  have?'  he  said,  'Yes,  and  I  ha\e  had  nothing 
better  for  three  days.'  'Are  you  going  to  stand  by  IVlarse  B(d). 
to  the  last?  '  The  light  that  Hashed  up  in  the  old  soldier's  face 
from  tiie  hre  of  a  noble  spirit  alnu^st  outshone  that  thrown  out 
by  the  dying  embers  beneath,  as  he  proudly  straightened  up  and 
rejdied;   '  Yes,  sir,  to  the  last.'  " 

This  was  on  the  night  preceding  the  battle  of  High  liridge, 
two  da)'S  and  a  half  before  the  one  related  by  m^'self;  the  men 
had  not  received  any  rations  in  the  meantime.  W^e  moved 
sluwdy  over  roads,  along  which  were  scattered  broken  down 
wagons  and  ambulances,  dead  and  we>rn-out  nuiles  and  horses, 
and  the  remains  of  whole  wagon  trains  that  had  been  lired  by 
our  peojile. 

Just  before  sunset  we  had  a  slight  brush  with  the  eneni}-,  but 
they  seemed  loath  to  press  matters,  and  we  were  only  too  gkul 
to  be  let  alone.  Soon  we  went  into  camp  for  the  night,  among 
some  stunted  oaks  through  wdiich  the  road  ran,  and  iniilt  our 
hres.  I  parched  some  corn  antl  fell  asleep  wdiile  watching  the 
thin,  jaded,  \\eary-looking  lines  of  our  infantry,  as  the}'  silently 
trudged  along. 

Aljout  midnight,  being  chilled  to  the  marrow  by  the  damp 
air,  \vc  mounted  our  horses  and  moved  into 

APPOMATTOX  COUHT  HOUSE, 

and  shortlv  before  daylight  on  April  the  Qth,  1865,  w-e  formed 
into  line  of  battle,  to  the  right  oi  the  line,  near  the  Village 
Church.  As  the  sun  made  its  appearance  in  the  ea^l  the  b'ed- 
erals,  who  occupied  the  Lynchburg  road  directly  in  our  front, 
conujienced  to  shell  our  jiosition.  In  a  slK)ri  lime  infantry  re- 
lieved us,  when  we  mo\-ed  directly  north  thri.ugh  a  piece  of 
timber,  the  enemy  shelling  us  as  we  slowdy  ascended  to  the  toj) 
of  the  hill.     When  on  the  other  side  the  column  headed  west 
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tliroii_!:;ii  an  open  Held  Ijeyond;  tlic  cncm_\-'s  ,uuns.  Lcini;-  williin 
easy  ranL^'c,  swei^t  tlie  plain  wiih  L;ra[)'j  and  canister  as  ilu;  men, 
)n  small  sipiads,  ])assed  over  on  a  run. 

The  di\isi()n  was  refi^rnied  hy  the  lime  we  got  over,  attaelanLr 
the  J^\-deral  Cavalry,  capturing  two  ])ieces  of  artillery  and  clear- 
ing the  L)-nchl)urg  road  of  the  eneniv. 

d\vo  tli\-isions  of  the  enemy's  infantry  lunv  made  their  appear- 
ance, causing  us  to  withdraw,  taking  a  ])osition  un  the  cd'^c  of 
a  ])iecc  of  tind^er,  while  the  l""ederal  Cavalry  reformed  in  an- 
other i)iece  just  to  the  east,  with  an  open  tleld  between  the  two 
lines,  idHUit  a  half  a  mile  wide. 

LAST    CHARGE    AIJD    THE   LAST   MAN    KILLilD    IN    THE    Al-IMY 
OF  NORTHERN   VIRGINIA. 

Hostilities  now  ceased  for  se\'eral  hours.  The  sun  wa^  shin- 
ing brightl\',  and  ])eing  almost  dead  for  want  of  re^t.  1  threw 
m^'self  from  my  horse,  laid  down  (ju  some  dr_\'  Iea\'es  and  was 
Soon  fast  asleep.  1  de)  not  know  how  long  J  >le;.'t,  hut  ujion 
awakening,  some  member  of  the  command  had  hold  of  my  arm, 
shaking  the  sluggishness  from  my  tired  bod\',  a-)  the  Ualtalion 
was  forming  inn.)  a  cohunn  of  fours. 

J  fell  into  line  as  the  men  moved  out  on  the  Lynchburg  road; 
then  caine  the  order  by  fours  right  ab'out  charge.  .\s  we  m()\ed 
towards  the  enem\-  in  a  trot,  1  looked  io  our  rear  rmd  saw  the 
di\'ision  moving  on  our  left  within  sujqnjrting  distance,  al^o  in 
columns  id"  fcjurs. 

l'"rom  a  trot  to  a  run  soon  brought  u.s  within  easy  ran^e  cd 
the  enem\',  the  bullets  from  their  Spencer's  maldng  that  ])ecuiiar 
Zip!  Zij)!  so  familiar  to  an  old  \eteran.  ddie  next  moment 
dt)wn  went  my  file  leader,  ]'ri\ate  I'rii'e,  a  mend)er  of  Co.  h, 
our  horses  almost  treading  on  his  pr()>traie  foian. 

Soon  the  battalion  halteil,  the  iv.cn  began  to  waver,  and  some 
started  bade,  when  llerm;m  lleimiller  of  our  <."omi)any 
shouted,  ■'  Come,  bo}'s,  rally  arcnnid  our  tlag." 

The  next  instant  1  was  by  his  side,  when  we,  with  two  oiliers, 
whose  names  I  do  ncA  rememlier,  o\erlouk  Jcdm  Ividgely,  our 
Color-bearer,  who  had  jnished  s;)me  distance  ahead,  stood  wa\'- 
iu'/  our  banner  and  callinL-"  te)  the  men  to  follow  liini. 
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As  we  reached  his  side  the  culor-liearcr  of  the  Se\'enlli  Y\v- 
i^iui'd  Cavalry  joined  the  i^Tctii]),  wlieii  oui"  httle  pari\-  (h\w  llie 
entire  th'c  of  several  thonsand  ui  the  enemy,  whu  held  an  ele- 
\'ate(l  pcjsitiun,  enfilading"  our  ri^ht  flank.  The  noise  from  their 
Indlets  sounded  like  a  swarm  of  l)ees,  interspersed  hy  the  dull 
tlutd,  as  they  hit  the  rails  of  the  fence  at  our  side.  1  remeinher, 
\\hen  a  lioy,  in  readin;^-  uf  i'radilock's  defeat,  that  the  writer 
intimated  that  it  tuok  tlie  weii;iit  (^f  a  man  i'l  lead  for  e\ery 
soldier  killetl  in  hattle.  L  am  almost  ccjinpelled  to  endorse  that 
writer's  statement,  extravai^ant  as  it  may  seem,  as  we  all  e.-cajied 
unhurt,  except  a  siij^ht  wound  (.»f  1  leiiniller's  horse. 

The  firing"  stiddenly  ceased,  as  an  otlicer  rode  from  their  ranks 
towards  us  with  a  white  liandkerchief  on  tlic  point  of  his  sahre, 
with  the  information  that  Gen.  Lee  had  surrendered  several 
hours  before,  and  wanted  to  know  why  we  ])ersisted  in  continti- 
in^"  the  conlhct.  In  clearing-  the  Lynchburg  ruad  u\  the 
enemy's  ca\'alry  in  the  morning  we  1)ecame  separated  from  the 
main  army,  and  this  was  the  first  information  to  reach  us  of 
that  dire  calamit)',  which  ended  the  Southern  Confederacy, 
lleimiller  Imrst  out  crying  as  we  slowly  I'ude  back,  pa^.-.ing 
four  men  having  our  unfortunate  comrade  in  a  blanket,  ciuaying 
him  to  the  rear.  The  poor  fellow  was  dead,  having  l)een  ^hut 
in  the  thigli,  the  bullet  penetrating  the  femoral  artery. 

I  felt  dreadfully  sorry  tliat  he  had  been  killed  after  the  conthct 
was  over,  but  mused  that  it  might  be  some  consolaiion  to  his 
faiuily  to  know  that  though  lie  was  dead,  he  died  hi  the  last 
charge  made  by  the  .'Vrmy  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Wdiile  the  officers  held  a  consultation,  the  men  stood  around 
in  g"roups  hardl}-  knowing  what  to  think,  being  almost  ])ara- 
lyzed  at  tlie  disaster  that  had  o\-ertaken  General  Lee's  .Vrmy. 
]\hmy  sun-burned  faces  were  wet  with  tears.  \\  ho  can  wonder, 
for  the  sun  was  just  setting  and  (Ujwu  with  it  went  the  hopes  of 
the  Southern  j)eoj)le. 

We  reached  Lynchburg-  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening 
where  we  found  great  confusi()n,  and  the  Government  ware- 
houses, surrounded  by  crowds  of  men,  w-onien  and  children, 
lioth  white  and  black',  cK'un(;rinL;  iov  the  sup])lies  which  they 
contained.  C})c»n  rea.ching  the  I'air  ground  we  went  into  camp 
until  midnight,  when  we  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James 
over  tlie  bricb  e. 
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When  alK)nt  half  o\-cr  I  iinl)iu-kk'(l  iny  saljrc  fi-oiii  the  sruldle 
ami  threw  it  into  the  ri\er.  The  next  morning'  at  (la\-lii;lit  we 
were  formed  into  line,  when  Colonel  Horsey  infoianed  n-:  that  it 
had  Ijeen  determined  at  )-e.sterd.a\  "s  eonference  to  disband  the 
Cavalry  for  a  short  time.  Aelin'^-  npon  that  ai^reemmt  we  wri'c 
ncnv  free  to  go  where  we  l)lea^ed  nmil  \])ril  the  _'5th,  when  he 
woidd  expeet  e\'L-ry  man  to  meet  him  at  the  Cattle  Seales  in 
Anynsta  Cotinty,  Va. 

We  hroke  ranks,  wdien  l\idi';elv  stripped  onr  hrloved  hla-;;' 
from  its  staiT  and  ptit  it  in  his  ha\'ei\saek'/^'  the  men  scattering;"  in 
every  direction.  A  few  of  ns  rode  to  vXmherst  ('oml  llonse 
where  we  got  dinner,  after  which  Kiilgely  and  1  proceeded  ncHali 
on  the  C  harl(jtts\dlle  road  tlna)tigh  a  drizzling  rain,  encam]nng 
along  the  road  just  where  night  o\ertook  ns. 

The  next  morning  we  silent]}-  foldeil  onr  small  tlv-tent, 
nKotmted  onr  horses,  when  an  old  gentleman  came  along  and 
kindly  look  ns  to  his  home  and  ga\'e  n^  l^reakfast. 

We  continued  (jii  oni"  way  in  a  ihankfnl  mood,  an"i\ing  at 
Nelson  Court  House,  where  we  foimd  the  pilacr  full  of  excited 
soldiers  and  citizens  discussing  the  stn"render  and  circulating  all 
kinds  oi  reports.  Here  Ividgely  and  I  parted,  he  going  towards 
Charlollsville  while  1  headed  for  Augusta  ('ounty  without  any 
fixed  destination. 

lieing  now  alone  with  my  thoughts,  not  knowing  where  to 
go  ov  udiat  to  (Uj  with  myself  in  the  next  fortnight,  1  hegan  to 
realize  that  1  was  withcjut  friends  and  among  strangers,  who 
were  sadly  im|)overished  hv  four  \ears  of  war.  The  m()re  1 
tlu)ught  the  greater  i  was  perplexed,  when  an  umitterable  feel- 
ing of  loneliness  entered  ni}'  sotd,  producing  the  hlacknos  (T 
despair.  'Jdie  ]->hie  Kiilge  laid  in  my  path;  soon  I  was  among 
its  hills  and  lost  in  its  winding  roatls,  with  no  habitation  in  sight, 
l)eing  entirely  indifferent  as  to  where  they  led,  as  all  i)laceh  w  oidd 
be  the  same  when  night  overtook  me. 


•  Note.— Ridgley  carried  Uic  flag  to  kedUiuU.  AllKiiuirle  County,  and  kept  it  in  liis  posscbsion 
until  the  Haitalion  assembled  at  the  Cattle  Scales.  When  the  command  was  disbanded  at  Clover- 
dale,  by  vote  ot  the  oilicers  and  men,  the  llag  was  turned  over  to  Colonel  Dorscy.  Ue  yave  it  to- 
a  young  lady  in  N'eUon  County,  who  subse()iiently  married  Judtje  llorsily  of  Nelson,  and  years 
ago  she  returned  it  to  me  and  now  it  i:>  at  tJie  Soldiers' Home,  I'lke^viUe,  lialtimore  County, 
iM.iryland. 

Gen.  Ui;aui.i»v  T.  Jounso.v. 
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A  NAKROW  ESCAPE. 
A  youni;'  Ahilallo  came  duwii  the  Ahnmlaiii  side  and  was  \-er\' 
talk'ali\'e  as  he  j^>j.;,';ed  aluii;.;-  at  in\  horse's  side.  I  lis  eom-er.^iM- 
tiun  showed  tlial  he  was  familiar  wiili  the  events  of  the  ija-4  few 
(lays  and  was  anxitjus  to  know  if  J  llionL^lu  ilie  "Vanhee^'' 
would  s(;(,)n  he  in  the  nei^hljorhood.  Ahlion^h  he  tried  to  con- 
ceal his  joy,  I  saw  he  was  elaieil — and  ju.-lly  hO.  \\c  w,xaily 
admired  m\'  C.'arhine,  as  it  him^i;"  hy  my  side,  tmally  aslan:';  that 
1  lei  him  see  if  it  was  very  hea\-_\',  and  without  thmkini';,  1  un- 
slun^'  the  L;"im  and  handed  it  to  him. 

It  was  a  hreecli  header.  As  he  li"ied  t(j  adjust  a  shell  in  tlie 
harrel,  I  in  a  moment  di\'ined  his  nioii\'e  and  forcii'ly  to  d-;  the 
i^iiii  from  him,  clearly  convinced  that  to  his  ignorance  alonu  in 
the  use  of  firearms  ]  am  nciw  li\in_L;-  and  aide  to  relate-  this 
incident. 

I  was  now  in  ddmlier  Ridi^e,  a  spin"  of  the  Idiie  Ridj^e  Moun- 
l.ain.  J!y  the  iri\'itali(jn  of  a  little  hov  whom  I  met,  1  went  with 
him  to  ins  hoiuc,  udiere  1  remained  all  ni^iit.  11  is  mother  was 
a  widow,  her  hushand  having'  died  in  tlie  army.  \  hree  children 
and  a  "niece  comjjrised  the  famil)'.  She  owneil  hfteen  acres  of 
laud  in  l)eejj  (udlw  through  which  ran  a  small  .-trea.m  called 
Hickory  Creek,  ddie  house  was  a  one-story  Ui<j^  cahin,  with  a 
door  and  tlu'ce  windows;  the  whole  L;re)und  lioor  was  in  one 
room,  with  a  lar_i;-e  hre-place  at  the  west  end.  v.diere  the  cookin;^' 
for  the  family  wa.s  done,  which  also  furnislied  heat  in  the  win- 
ter. At  the  other  end  wa-.  an  oj>eu  pair  of  stej)s  w  liich  led  to  the 
attic,  udiich  was  divided  into  two  rooms,  where  the  family  slejit. 
ddie  next  morning-  the  Madam  sai<l:  "  ^^)u  want  a  j'lace  t(j  stay, 
and  r  need  a  horse  to  ])lo\v  my  ce)rn  patch."  1  acce])led  her 
pro]iosition  and  the  hoy.^  hitched  "  Ihll  "  to  a  sin^ie  shove!  [dow 
ami  coiumeuced  to  scratch  the  ;,.;roimd. 

"  Ihll  "  was  a  short  coupled.  l)rii.du  l)ay,  ahout  r/)o  piounds, 
wdth  a  hue  disposition.  His  face  w;;^  \-erv  wile  letween  the 
eu'^,  denotiuL;-  much  liorse  seii-e.  He  haled  the  Zip  of  a  hidlet 
and  the  screech  of  a  shell  almost  as  nnich  as  1  did.  lie  h:'.d 
learned  to  he  very  wrUchfid,  and  when  passin-"  throu-h  the 
\\-oods  alone  he  ke])t  Ins  head  uKwim^'  fi'om  side  to  side,  as 
thouf^ii  he  expected  a  surprise,  and  would  ^^larile  wheiic\'er  a 
hird  llew  across  his  path. 
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l'\)V  nionllis  he  lirul  hciMi  pan  nf  myscU',  and  it  aliiu^st  l)rc.ike 
my  heart  to  see  him  in  the  plow.  At  hrst  he  prole^ied  h\-  l;alk- 
ino-  and  refusiiiL;-  to  pull,  l)Ut  ■"  Mr.  Man  "  was  too  much  f(ir  him, 
and  his  q-ood  sense  told  him  tlie  easiest  wa)'  was  the  l>e>t,  and 
in  (hie  time  his  task  was  done. 

I  remained  at  my  new  home  al)ont  tweU'e  ckiys,  and  ahhongii 
the  widow  was  \-crv  ]">oor,  she  was  a  I'chned  a.nd  hii^-heartcd 
lady  and  gave  the  best  she  had  —  corn  br^ad,  butter  and 
sor.glunn. 

lM"om  a  f^entleman  in  the  neijjliborhood  I  had  the  loan  of 
Fielding's  and  Goldsmith's  wtjrks,  which  helped  me  to  pass  the 
time.  ( )n  April  the  23d  information  reached  us  of  the  assa  -->ina- 
tion  of  President  Lincoln  and  the  assault  on  Mr.  Seward,  which 
n()  one  belie\'ed. 

TIk'  next  morning  1  bade  good  l))e  to  my  new  friends,  leaving 
Miss  ]'"annie  in  tears.  Wdien  well  uw  the  road  I  riiet  Lieut. 
])itly  and  ]'ri\-ate  J(dmson,  both  (^f  my  command.  Together 
we  crossed  the  Pdue  Ridge  at  Rocklish  Gap,  and  upon  reaching- 
Waynesboro  I  left  them  and  proceeded  five  miles  funher  to 
our  ap[iointed 

RENDEZVOUS, 

where  I  found  a  number  of  our  Jk)ys  had  already  assembled. 
Ly  10  o'clock  the  next  nun-ning  nearly  every  member  of  the 
ccJTiimanil  was  present,  when  Cole'Uel  Uorsey  formed  lis  in  line 
and  said:  "  (leneral  j\hniford  has  ordered  me  to  meet  him  at 
vSalem,  Roanoke  County,  with  my  ]'.attali(;n.  J'Vom  there  we 
ex])ect  to  proceed  south  and  join  Cieneral  Jos.  L.  Jolmst<»n's 
Army.  1  want  every  man  to  feel  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  as 
he  ])leases.  Those  vvho  are  willing  to  accompany  me  will  ride 
to  the  right  and  form  into  line." 

Ridgely,  in  the  meantime,  had  fastened  our  banner  to  a  crude 
stall,  under  which  every  Marylandor  ])rosent  rallied,  and  with 
Col.  D(jrsey  at  the  head  of  the  lit  lie  band  we  moved  forward, 
passing  through  Waynesboro,  encamjiing  for  the  mghi  nve 
miles  south  of  the  town. 

.•■\t  sunrise  the  march  was  resmned.  reaching  the  V.alley  jiike 
at  Midway,  and  j^roceeded  sou.thward  for  three  days  and  a  half, 
passing  through  Siaunt(/n,  Lexingttjn  and  over  the  Xatu.ral 
Bridtre. 
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Wc  crossed  the  James  river  at  Bnoliraian,  reachmi;  C'leverdale 
at  iK.fOii  on  .'Vpril  the  29th,  i8f)5.  SjjrinL;-  was  well  achanced, 
covering-  the  lields  with  a  new  crop  of  grass,  u\iun  whieh  our 
horses  fed,  but  the  men  h.ad  to  rel)'  on  tlie  generosity  of  the 
citizens  for  sul)sistence,  whicli  [)rovcd  scant  indeed. 

iJeing  now  near  Cieneral  Alunford's  home  we  went  into  camp, 
wdiile  Colonel  Dorse}'  rode  to  the  (ieneral's  house,  linding  him 
confined  to  his  room  by  sickness,  retnnnng  wilh  the  following 
adtlress,  which  was  read  to  the  men  1)\-  Lieut.  Ditty: 

'•  TO   THE   GALLx\NT   BAND   WHO   CLAIM   THIS   SONG." 

"  Soldiers! 

I  hear  the  distant  thunder  hum, 

Maryland,  ni)-  Maryland. 

The  old  line  bugle,  fife  and  drum, 

Maryland,  my  Maryland. 

She  is  not  dead,  nor  deaf  nor  dumb, 

Huzza,  she  spurns  the  Northern  scum, 

She  breathes,  she  burns,  she"ll  come,  she'll  come, 

Maryland,  my  Mar)iand. 

"  You,  my  veteran  friends,  who  ha\e  weathered  the  slorm, 
nvdv  now  sing  )our  song  with  proud  hearts,  it  once  could  lie 
heard  on  every  lij),  but  after  the  Marxland  campaign  it  was 
tliscarded,  and  your  gallant  little  band  caught  up  another  air: 

*'  Light  hearts  we  bore  to  Virgini;i's  land. 
The  shadows  fall  o'er  us.  fast  m\'  boys, 
We'll  drain  our  cup  with  a  steady  hand, 
We'll  smile  what  e'er  will  be  our  fate,  my  l)oys, 
ALmy  of  us  may  sleep,  beneath  Virginia's  sod, 
ALmy  may  go  back  to  our  homes,  boys, 
But  the  hearts  that  are  true  to  their  Country  and  God 
Will  report  at  the  grand  reveille,  bo)  s. 

"  This  has  been  the  spirit  of  the  Maryland  I'.attalion.  Three 
years  ago  the  chivalrous  Brown  joined  my  (»ld  commantl  with 
twenty-three  men.  ^'es!  twenty-three  Maryland  xolunteers, 
with  light  hearts  and  full  of  light.  If  they  had  a  care,  a  troulde, 
or  a  wish,  it  was  to  whip  the  Yankees.     They  increased  so 
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rapidly  that  the  Captain  reminded  nic  of  ilic  old  woman  wlui 
li\L-(l  in  her  shoe,  she  had  so  man\'  children  she  didn't  know 
what  to  do,  antl  all  she  wanted  was  elhow  roiMn. 

"As  they  t^i'ew  in  nnmhers  llieir  rejiutation  and  t'riend-^  in- 
creased. They  were  so(jn  too  mnnenm^  to  remain  with  nic  and 
able  to  take  care  ui  themsehes.  It  was  here  1  learned  to  ail- 
mire,  to  respect  and  l(3\'e  them  for  all  the  qnalitics  which  en- 
deared sokhers  to  their  oliicers.  1  tell  yon  lunv,  when  1  see 
yon  standin^^^  li'.ul^  above  all  other  soMiers  and  alone,  that  my 
lieart  swells  with  jjiade  tcj  think  that  \'onr  conrse,  so  bright  and 
L;dt)rions,  was  linked  in  a  small  deL;ree  with  u\y  old  regiment. 
\V'onId  that  1  could  see  the  nnjthcrs  and  sisters  of  e\'ery  man  of 
this  proud  old  conmiand  an(,l  tell  them  how  well  yon  ha\e  rei>- 
resented  your  State  and  our  cause. 

"  But  the  ])eople  of  Virginia  will  not  forget  you.  '1  he  fame 
you  ha\'c  won  in  after  years  will  be  guarded  by  old  \'irginia 
with  the  jjride  she  feels  in  her  own  true  sons,  ^'ou  have  fought 
tlie  good  light,  and  the  few  remaim"ng  memljers  of  this  old 
conuiiand  and  of  Co.  '  K  '  might  well  say: 

"  When  I  remember  all 
The  friends  so  linked  together, 
I've  seen  around  me  fall, 
Like  leaves  in  wintry  weather. 
T  feel  like  one  that  treads  alone, 
Some  Ijancinet  hall  deserted, 
Wdiose  lights  are  iled.  and  garland  dead, 
.And  all  but  me  departed. 

"  But  it  was  enough  for  them  to  remember: 

"  The  Despot's  heel,  is  on  thy  shore, 

Maryland,  my  Maryland, 

His  touch  is  at  thy  temple  i\ony, 

Maryland,  my  Mar)  land. 

"  When  they  fell  it  was  sweet  to  know  they  were  striking  for 
loved  ones  at  home,  and  T  trust  they  h;ive  gone  to  a  brighter  and 
happier  one.  It  becomes  us  now  to  separate,  but  the  ties 
which  so  long  have  bound  us  together  will.not  he  forgotten  for- 
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ever.  They  wlW  Ywc  in  niciiiDi'}'  and  in  al'icr  wars  will  rc\-i\'e 
amidsl  onr  joys  and  dangers,  and  whenever  we  meet  \\\:  nia)' 
sa_\  this  is  my  uld  and  faniiliar  friend. 

"  The  cause  is  n(4  dead.  1  feel  sure  tlie  c^'reat  liaille  ih  }'(.t 
l<j  l)e  fuui;ht.  I  ha\-e  (jrdered  tlie  old  l)ri^•adL•  l(j  ri-niaiii  ;ii 
huirie  and  be  ready,  and  \\hene\'er  and  \\here\'er  we  rne  ealU'd 
1  know  lliL'  L;"allant  Cohuiel  Dor.-^ey  and  his  brax'es  will  rallv 
ai;'ain,  and  thou^'h  A'irj^inia  and  I\Jar\land  are  n<iw  ()\'er[)i>w<.-red, 
we  will  \'et  juin  hands  and  IliuL;  our  Ldoriitu^  haltle  11;il',s  lo  ihc 
liree^^c  as  the  emblems  cif  their  maje.-t)-  and  strL-ni^-th. 

In  eonelu.^ion,  lot  me  m"L;"e  upun  you  to  remain  quiet  and 
kcc]t  yoiu"  armor  luirnislR-d.  }'</:i  ■:,'/ui  slnick  I'lc  first  bin.,'  in 
iHilliuioi'C  ami  the  last  in  i'irgiiiiii  lia\'e  d(jne  ail  iliat  could  ije 
asked  of  you. 

llad  the  rest  of  om"  oftlcers  and  men  adhered  te)  our  cause 
with  the  same  de\'ution,  to-da_\-  we  woulil  have  been  free  from 
the  \'aukees.  May  th.c  (icnl  of  battles  Idess  _\'ou.  With  many 
thaidN.s  f<)r  \ otu"  L;eneroiis  support  and  a  hearty  ( iod  bless  \ou,  i 
bid  }'ou  farewell. 

"TIIUMAS  T.  MUNF(JRD, 
"  BrigailiL)--Ccnciu!l  Coiiiiiiainliir^   Pivisfjit. 
"  Clo\er(lrdc.  Dotetottrt  Count)',  \'a., 

"  April  the  Jijth,  iS6j^y 

DISCHARGE. 
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The  Colonel  now  took  each  man  1)\'  the  hand,  hi(Mi)i_^'  them 
an  atTeeti(Miate  farewell,  lla^er,  Sherx'in,  antl  1  conchuled  to 
keep  toL^ether  and  headed  for  AIai"\land. 

W  hen  near  iMncastle,  a  gentleman  whom  we  met  iiu'iled  us 
to  acc(ini[)any  him  to  his  home.  A  slun\er  nx'ertook  us,  and 
by  the  time  we  reached  his  home  we  were  lhor()u_L;"hl\-  drenched. 
( )ur  condition  excited  his  wife's  iiity,  wIkj  was  exceedini^ly 
L;"racious  in  her  manner,  making;"  ns  feel  at  home. 

lie  was  a  large  land  t)wner,  and  as  there  was  a  report  in  cir- 
culation that  }»Iar\'lantlers  would  not  he  allowed  to  rc-turn  t*) 
their  homes  he  offered  to  emplov  several  of  us  ahout  his  |)lace 
until  we  ccjuld  ascertain  how  matters  .stood.  We  had  faced 
daui^er  too  often  to  be  frightened  by  nnnor,  and  declined  his 
offer  with  thanks. 

The  next  morning-  I  gave  him  my  carbine,  when  we  mounted 
e>ur  horses  and  rode  .-.lowly  down  the  pike,  halting  at  the 
Natural  Bridge,  viewing  that  most  wonderful  freak  of  nature. 

Traditit)n  has  it  that  George  Washington,  the  father  of 
Rebels,  in  his  )-outh  had  visited  and  cut  his  name  high  up  on 
the  siile  of  the  arch.  While  examining  the  hundreds  of  names 
the  tlKJUght  hashed  through  my  nnnd,  perha]>s  his  feet  had 
rested  on  the  same  spot  upon  which  I  slotxl. 

The  main  road  ])asses  over  the  top  of  the  bridge,  the  arch 
1  icing  almost  perfect  in  shape,  and  is  formetl  of  solid  liuiestone. 
The  center  of  the  arch  is  over  200  feet  from  the  bed  of  Cedar 
Creek,  through  which  it  runs,  emptying  into  James  river  several 
miles  below,  furnishing  i)ower  for  a  Crist  Mill  which  was  then 
operated  by  a  relative  of  mine  anil  a  descendant  of  the  Scluifers. 

Night  found  us  at  Gibson's  Mill,  Mr.  Henry  Locliei"  giving  us 
a  hearty  welcome.  Here  we  found  several  other  .Mar_\  landers, 
where  we  all  remained  for  four  da\'s.  I  fished  in  the  |ames 
while  the  l)0\s  had  a  jolly  time  drinking  .\i)i)lc  Jack,  'fhe 
li(]uor  soon  gave  out,  when  ijuc  of  ilie  party  scoured  the  couniry 
for  more,  and  traded  two  barrels  of  Hour  for  ten  gallons  ui  red 
hot  .Apple  Jack  just  from  the  still. 

Un  Ma_\-  the  5th,  iiager,  Grove,  Sher\-in,  .\oi-i-is,  and  !  took 
up  the  march  for  home.  Just  before  we  reached  Lexington  we 
x'isited  ''  Stonewall  Jackson's  "  gra\e.  Wdiile  passing  through 
the  town  I  met  Caj)!.  h]>tell,  who  inft)rmed  me  that  Capt.  Stone- 
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lirakcr,  after  the  surrender,  left  Ai)p('inatttjx  for  Maryland,  ^'u- 
in^i^"  \'ia  Ixicliniond. 

We  encamped  along"  tlie  road  seven  miles  north  of  Lexington. 
A  Mrs.  Giltson  gave  ns  our  breakfast,  and  upon  reaching  Staun- 
ton Tom  Shervin  left  the  party.  IJere  we  learned  that  the 
I'^'deral.-i  were  advancing  up  the  \^allc\-. 

We  encamped  for  the  night  on  C<>1.  Ilarman's  i)lact-,  going 
to  sleep  on  em])ty  stomachs.  W'e  cc^n'tinuetl  on  J.own  the  V'al- 
le\',  i)assing-  through  Mount  Sidney,  and  reaching  Mount  L'raw- 
fc»nl  just  as  the  people  were  going  to  Church,  the  ladies  Kjoking 
charming  in  their  newly-starched  caliciics — a  sight  which  always 
causes  a  .soldier's  heart  to  beat  (piicker. 

Just  north  of  the  town  Mrs.  Brown  gave  us  something  to  cat, 
the  Ifrst  we  had  since  yesterday  morning.  We  reached  Har- 
risonburg about  4  p.  m.,  and  passing  a  few  miles  beyond  met  the 
advance  guard  of  the  l-'ederals,  and  waiting  until  the  Provost 
Marshal  pitched  his  tent,  when  we  f(jrmally  surrendere<l  and 
received  the  following  evidence  C)f  renewed  citizenshij): 


OH 


.vi;!ij:V  •-.::-!  (;:r  ^■,;.:i->n!:vb/5  ls'^'vv;  ''its!'/-]. 


I  • 


j-'/.rt'l    .1:1   (rji'U    'Mi  f  :;  '     [j'm.    ',i;-,    f)T''f   •>rit  Vi   Iti:';-,   '.' :rtj,\  l-f; 
111,  .    '   .i   ■'■"'.  :"(fj('     ''.'■:.'  iV-i'     /  /    "'■''■'       ''■  ■:    ■»■;    LvJ-j ;  ■' ;    I/wI^'Tj.!- 
•.•:.'      ■  ■■   .       !  .      ,  -   ,    .         ■  ■:..■,    .if,  ,'^     ,'  f  I  •,  :.  -,  ,., 


A  Rebel  ok  '6i. 


J  1  I 


Head  Quarters  Army  of  the  Shenandoah, 

y»    OFFICE  PROVOS^IARSHAL  GENERAL, 


?.....^:?::.z.:.J^.-^....<^^..^... 


C;  S.  Amiy,  do  hereby  give  this  my  Paiole  of  Honor,  ihat  I 
ivill  nnrtake  up  arms  against  the  United  States  Govej  nrneut 
until  I  am  regularly  exchanged.  And  that  if  I  am  permit- 
tcd  to  remain  at  my  home  I  will  conduct  myscli  as 
H  good  and  peaceable  citizen,  and  will  respect  the  laws  la 
torcc  where  1  reside,  and  will  do  nothing  to  the  detrimeut  of, 
or  in  opposition  to  the  United  States  Government. 


:^fe.  J^tki^^td^K^^.  .4<^-» 


lESCRIPTION: 

Age,^x<:. Height. /rT;?^<^..Cdraplexio»^^^ 

Hair,/^'^r7^r<??»^?r,Ey  es,  < 


rn  to  and  fiubscribe^  before  me,       1 
da^^ day  of/5^.'^...lSG5.  > 


Provost  Marsual  Gt^EP.Uv 
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W'e  all  r(xlc  the  McC'lcllaii  saiKlk',  which  had  heen  captured 
from  the  Federals.  After  si^niiii;'  <uir  I'arole  we  weic  told  that 
Vv'e  wuidd  he  expected  to  lea\e  in  camp  any  (lovcnnneiit  prc^p- 
erty  that  we  ma)'  ha\-e,  such  as  saddles  and  1  iridic-.  ddic 
thotii;iit  of  hcin<^^  com])elled  to  ride  harcdiack  for  moie  than  a 
hundred  nnlcs  hefore  reaching"  otir  destination  \vas  sini])l\'  om 
of  the  (piestion.  We  had.  left  our  horses  outside  of  the  camp 
while  i.^oiui;-  through  the  ffjrm  of  surrendering,  and  on  our  re- 
ttnai  we  exchanged  views  and  determined  to  keei)  om-  saddles. 
h'ortunately  the  hA^lerals  were  Inisy  getting  their  camp  in  ordei", 
and  taking  advantage  of  the  l)ustle  we  mounted  our  hor^e■^  and 
])ut  off  at  a  ])risk  gait,  expecting  e\ery  moment  tcj  he  foil  iwed 
l)y  a  scjuad  of  soldiers.  In  our  haste  we  did  not  notice  that 
-Mex.  Norris  had  remained  hehind,  Imt  after  Ijeing  well  on  the 
road  he  overtook  us  riding  bare-l)ack.  We  were  much  incensed 
that  he  had  not  done  as  we  did,  and  refused  to  allow  him  to 
accomj)any  us  any  further. 

I  am  now  fi'ee  to  confess  that  we  treatctl  him  too  har^hl\•. 
At  the  time  we  thought  he  played  the  coward,  but  I  ha\e  often 
since  tlu^ught  that  he,  in  ce)nn)lying  with  the  order.  sa\ed  us 
from  the  conse(|uences  of  our  foolhardy  act  hy  leading  the 
hYulerals  to  believe  that  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  party  who  h.ad 
a  (jovernment  saddle. 

Soon  after  leaving  Staunton  we  foimd  much  difficulty  in  get- 
ting^ something  to  eat,  but  our  horses  were  literally  in  clover. 

Idager  was  the  possessor  of  a  ten-dollar  goKl  piece,  which  had 
secured  us  a  number  of  meals  on  the  route,  and  was  still  intact. 

A  day  was  assigned  to  each  member  of  the  iKarty  as  forager. 
(')nc  day  I  was  met  by  an  old  lady  at  her  door,  and  when  1  made 
m\'  wants  known,  she  rcjdied  promjuly,  "  No,  iutleed,  we  are 
entirel)'  eaten  out."  When  1  explained  that  we  were  not  b>eg- 
g'ing",  but  wdidd  pay  her  in  gold,  she  agreed  to  furni.-.li  break- 
fast at  Id'iy  cents  a  head.  In  dwc  time  we  were  invited  in  and 
sat  down  to  a  table  loaded  di_n\n  with  good  things.  Such  a 
meal  as  we  had  not  seen  for  nKmths,  and  no  doubt  oiu"  fami-lied 
condition  made  it  ap])ear  much  betlei"  than  it  reailv  was.  1  felt 
as  though  I  would  ne\-er  get  sati>fied.  1  lager  and  1  (|uit,  lea\- 
ing  (iro\-e  still  eating.  Idnally  1  lager  said,  "d^»m,  will  \-(jii 
ne\-er  get  en.ough?"  w.hen  the  old  lady  replied.  "  .\1\-  boy,  just 
von  eat  as  loui'  as  it  tastes  i'\)ch1  to  \-ou." 
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W'lu'n  I  gave  her  the  tcii-dollar  l.m)1(1  )ii(.ce  lici'  f.-icc  was  a 
stutlv,  as  the  t  xpro^ioii  oi  })lcasiirc  and  surprise  llial  lit  ii])  her 
countenance  soon  follijwed  1p\'  a  shallow  of  (lnuht  as  she  .^.lid, 
"  I  am  afi'aid  I  can't  clian>;-e  this."  She  went  u|)  siairs,  reniain- 
in;^"  (juite  a  lime,  and  from  the  soiukI  of  hei'  in(»\'eniciits  we 
conchided  she  was  coHectinc;'  to.i;ether  sums  of  monc)',  evidently 
liiddeii  in  variotis  places. 

Selhshness  is  the  predominatin;^  ])assion  of  the  human  race, 
and  it  is  needless  for  me  to  sa)-  we  were  deliiditi'd  when  she  was 
imable  to  chai^q'e  our  Kat^ie. 

\Vc  continued  on  down  the  \'\aliiw,  oraxinp;  oin-  hi^rses  just 
north  of  New  Market.  P>y  the  time  we  readied  Mount  Jack- 
son it  was  raining'  furicmsly  and  continued  all  nii^ht  to  j)oin'  in 
torrents,  making:  the  nii,dit  we  spent  in  the  woods  sotith  of  h.din- 
burg  very  disagreeable. 

The  next  morning  we  met  a  sfpiadron  of  Federal  C^a\'alry 
moving  up  the  Valle^'.  We  passed  tln-ongh  Mid<lletown  and 
grazed  our  horses  on  the  battle  held  of  (\'(lar  ("reek.  Night 
found  lis  in  Newtown,  remaining  ovei-  night  with  ".\imt  IMary." 
noted  for  her  kindness  to  all  soldiers  from  IVfar^-lrmd. 

The  next  day  being  May  the  loth,  ;md  slimtdatcd  by  the 
thought  of  soon  being  with  friends,  we  w  ere  on  the  move  bri>dit 
and  earlv.  We  jxissed  the  hist  piclcet  post  a  slmrt  distance- 
beyond  the  town,  having  our  Paroles  examined.  Upon  reach- 
ing Winchester  we  were  surprised  at  the  stir  on  the  business 
streets  and  the  display  of  wares  everywhere  to  be  seen,  present- 
ing a  vast  difference  from  Confederate  times. 

We  passed  through  Brucetown,  and  Smithfield,  and  upon 
reaching  Leetown  we  sei^arated,  Ifager  and  Grove  going  to 
Colonel  Heith's,  while  I  moved  towards  the  Potomac.  At 
Kerneysville  Lieut.  King  from  TTagerstown  had  charge  of  the 
Provost  T^farshal's  office,  where  f  was  required  to  register  my 
name.  ITe  treated  me  very  courteonslv,  preventing  the  guard 
from  taking  my  saddle  and  asking  about  the  f)0\s  from  his  sec- 
tion. A  few  miles  further  took  me  to  my  oM  friend  Keplinger 
just  in  time  to  get  a  good  supper,  after  whch  1  i)U:-hed  on,  ar- 
riving in  Shepherdstown  about  sunset,  stopjiing  at  Uncle  Daniel 
S.  Rentch's. 
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Here  I  found  Ca])lain  SloiK-brakcr  stayint;-  witli  friends  until 
lie  could  plan  for  the  future,  a  pruldcin  hard  to  si>Kc,  btin;-; 
willuiul  a  diijlar  audi  a  wife  and  three  children  ttj  support.  As 
he  had  loaned  me  the  nionev  to  pr.rcdia-c  my  lior>r  1  was  only 
too  L;'lad  to  L;ive  "  Ihll  "  tf)  him,  and  in  a  few  day>  he  sold  him 
to  Mr.  Adams,  who  hitehed  him  to  the  mail  cwich  th:U  ran 
between  She[Jher^lstown  and  Kernewsville,  the  Captain  hein;.; 
$140  better  off  in  this  world's  ij^'oods;  a^  for  myself  I  di<l  not 
have  a  cent. 

In  a  few  days  fatlier  ami  mother  came  to  see  me,  as  the  feeling 
was  so  bitter  aj^ainst  ex-Confederates  in  Ma.r\land.  I  arran<;ed 
to  help  Uncle  about  the  i^eneral  stnre  which  he  was  oi)eratin.L;'. 
],.iter  on  he  pm"ehascd  a  store  at  J\erne)sville,  when  I  was  sent 
there  as  an  assistant. 

IN   THE   MESHES. 

In  the  f<jllowiug  month  of  August  the  ex-Confederates  held 
a  reunion  picnic  at  Spaw's  Sf>rin^,  a  few  miles  from  Kerneys- 
ville,  where  a  vast  crowd  liad  assembled  from  Jelferson  and 
Berkeley  Counties.  The  Rebels  had  cast  off  their  faded  "  liut- 
ternut,"  and  were  arrayed  in  store  clothes,  protected  by  the  linen 
"  duster,"  the  then  prevailing-  fad. 

A  large  platform  had  been  erected,  upon  which  both  old  and 
}oung  cnj(jyed  theniselve.-,  "  trip])ing  the  light  fantastic  toe," 
to  the  music  made  by,  as  Uncle  Renms  w<»uld  say,  '*  some  er 
deze  yer  ole-timc  Ferginny  fiddlers  fmn  away  l)ack  yander;  one 
er  dem  ar  kinder  fiddlers  w'at  can't  git  the  clume  down  fme, 
'less  dey  pats  der  foot." 

llow  beautiful  and  charming  the  girls  looked  in  their  wdiite 
and  delicate  colored  dresses  as  they  strolled  through  the  woods 
by  the  side  of  the  Reliels,  whose  sun-burned  faces  were  radiant 
with  smiles.     Now  that 

"  Grim-Visag'd  war  hath  sootli'd  his  wrinkled  front." 

A  little  Northern  girl  in  a  corn  colored  gown,  with  a  big 
straw  "  that  "  lied  under  her  chin,  making  a  scoop  sha|)e  hat, 
beneath  which  sjjarkled  a  ]Kur  of  jet  black  eyes  com])letel\- 
captivated  me. 

This  is  her.pictiUT.  Time  has  frosted  her  raven  locks,  but 
has  failed  to  dim  the  lustre  of  her  eye   or  chill  her  heart.     A\- 
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IIi()11l;'1i  ;l  l'eniisyl\'anian  by  liirili,  and  licr  lioinc  ''  P)(iniiie 
i>i"(j()k  "  was  williin  the  roar  of  the  i^uns  (»!'  llic  haille  of  (_ii-lty.s- 
hiir^,  she  is  now  a  meinher  of  a  i\l -irxlaiid  C'ha[iler  ol  ihc 
Daughters  of  llie  Confederacy. 

KECONSTRUCTION. 

Wdiat  Confederate  that  (U)es  not  runienih/er  with  incH^ination 
and  hoiaor  tlie  reconstruction  period,  '"  wdien  de  bcjttoni  rail 
was  on  de  top?  " 

During  the  War  when  the  State  of  West  Virginia  was  forcibly 
carved  from  the  Mother  of  States,  Jefferson  County  became  one 
of  its  ribs  and  Shepherdstown  was  made  the  County  seat. 

Idle  most  important  event  of  the  town  in  the  summer  of  '65 

was  the  session  of  the  court,  held  by  Judge  B ,  which  was 

a  travesty  on  justice. 

This  sketch  was  made  by  Col.  A.  Iv.  Boteler,  re])resenting  the 
old  Judge  going  from  his  boarding  house  to  the  Town  Hall, 
which  was  then  used  as  the  Court  Mouse.  He  always  look  the 
nnddle  of  the  street,  under  the  protection  of  a  cotton  umbrella  — 
a  most  comical  sight. 

Although  the  picture  was  intended  as  a  caricature,  it  was 
readily  recognized  by  the  Judge's  wife,  who  exclaimed,  "  Why, 
dear,  I  never  saw  you  in  that  suit  of  clothes!  "  The  old  man 
replied,  "  Why,  wife,  doii't  you  see  J  am  loo  big  for  my 
breeches!  " 

I  I'emained  in  Virginia  muil  fall,  then  \vent  to  ni)  parents' 
home  in  Washington  County,  where  I  Sj)ent  the  winter,  nt)t- 
withstanding  the  threats  of  some  of  my  gootl  Union  frienils. 
that  T  would  not  be  permitted  to  remain,  and  came  to  Balti- 
more, in  May  1866. 

APPENDIX   No.    1. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  .\.  S.  Brcndle.  F.-q.,  f«^r  a  ropy  of  the 
following  record  of  the  German  l\..f'>rmed  (  hurch  at  Schaeflers- 
lown: 

"On  May  the  oth,  1764,  a  son  was  born  to  |(ilm  SchaeOVr 
and  wife,  to  whom  the  name  John  was  given  in  Hoh'  ba|)li.-m, 
May  the  27th,  eodem  anno.  ddie  si)onsors  were  y\le.Kander 
SchaefYer  and  wife." 
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"January  12U1,  1766,  a  son  was  l)orn  to  John  Sohacft\r 
and  wife,  lo  whom  the  name  of  John  Henry  was  L;-iven  in  lloly 
baptism  on  January  the  19th,  eodem  anno.  The  si)on<er^  were 
Geo.  Schwengel  and  wife." 

(jeorg-e  Seliweng'el  and  wife  foUowed  John  Schiiffcr  and 
family  to  AIar\huid  where  the  name  became  anghci/.ed  to 
Swingley;  he  became  the  head  of  the  family  of  tliat  name  in 
Western  Maryland. 


MKt^.    ANNl!';    UOSIXA    JOHNSON. 


